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AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 


] am certain, and ought not to diſſemble, 
that the world may look upon the foundation of 
this little performance, rather as a popular opi- 
nion than an hiſtorical truth. But this opinion 
has been ſo prevalent, and the idea of the blind 
and begging Beliſarius is become ſo familiar, 
that he is ſcarcely ever viewed but in the light 
J have placed him. | 


In every thing elſe, except a few particulars, 

I have faithfully followed hiſtory, and Procopius 

ha been my guide. But [have not paid the leaſt 

regard to that ſcandalous libel which is aſcribed 
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to him, under the title of Anecdotes or Secret 
Hiſtory, That indigeſted maſs of groſs abuſe 
and paſpable fal ſehood is to me ſufficient cvi- 
dence that this is not the work of Procopi us, but 
the product of ſome paltry declaimer, equally 
wicked and weak. 


No one of the writers in the age of Proco- 
pius who followed him, for the ſpace of five 
hundred years, make mention of thefe anecdotes. 
Agathias, cotemporary with our author, in enu- 
merating his works, ſays not a word of this, 
'T hey choote to conceal it, they may tell me; yer 
at leaſt three hundred years. aſter it ought to 
have been publithed : the learned Photws ſhoujd 
have known it ; but it is certain he never did. 
| Suidas, a writer of the elzyenth century, is the 
firſt who gives this contemptible fatire to Pro- 
copius, and the moſt part of the learned, with- 
out further inquiry, have repeated what Suidas 
hath ſaid. Some, however, have doubted that 
this was the work of our author, others have 
flatly denied. it; and of this number is Eichelius 
in the preface and remarks on his edition of that 
| book. He ſets out with ſhewing, that it is 
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neither true nor probable that Procopius could 
be the author; and adds, that ſuppoſing he were, 
ſuch abuſive, ſhameful, and ridiculous declama- 
tion was utterly unworthy of credit. It is in- 
deed aſtoniſhing, that the illuſtrious author of 
the Spir:t of Laws ſhould pay ſuch reſpeCt to a 
libel manifeſtly forged. I well know the weight 
of ſuch an authority; but even that muſt yield 
to the force of truth. Is it indeed credible that a 
ſtateſman, a man much reſpected by the age in 
which he lived, merely for the pleaſure of tra- 
ducing them who loaded him with favours, 
{hould chooſe fo far to diſgrace himſelf as to oblige 
poſterity to conſider him either as a malicious 
libeller, or guilty of the moſt ſervile flattery? 
Is it credible that a writer, in other reſpects ſo 
judicious, could have been ſo totally loſt to ſenſe 
and ſhame, as to deſire poſterity to take, on his 
bare aſſertion, juſtinian, the wiſe and virtuous old 
man, for a befotted fellow, for a crazy, clowniſh * 
idiot? even that very Juſtinian who, from the moſt 
obſcure and meaneſt ſtation in the army, by 
his valour and extraordinary talents, raiſed him- 
ſelf to the higheſt office and honour, and, at laſt, 
by the joint ſuffrages of the ſenate, the people, 
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and the army, was elected emperor. Who can 
believe that a marf® who had written the hiſtory 
of his time with ſo much candour, dignity, 
and know ledge, could thus ſay of Juſtinian, that 
he was ſt upid and ſluggiſh as an afs, which ſuf- 
ters itfelf to be Ted by the halter, and at the ſame 
time pricks up its ears; that he was not a 
man, but x fury; that his mother boaſted of 
having commerce with a demon before ſhe con- 
ceived him; and that he had done ſo much miſ- 
chief to the empire, that no age could pro- 
duce: fo many nor ſo great calamities? Is it 
to be believed that, after having repreſented Be- 
Wfartus as an accompliſhed hero, graced with 
triumphs, and loaded with glory, he durſt pre- 
ſame to paint him weak and wicked, deſpiſed 
by the whole world, and treated as a madman ; 
and all this at the very time of his greateſt glory, 
when, by chaſing the Huns from Thrace, he 
was acknowledged the ſaviour of the empire? 


Thoſe who imagine they can trace in the 
original Greek the ſtyle of Procopius, do they 
at the ſame time diſcover his ſagacity and good 
ſenſe? Suppoſe him mad, wicked, and ungrate- 
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fut to his benefactors, yet could he think childiſh 
declamations alone ſufficiefit both to recal his 
former patiegyrics, and overthrow the facts on 
which they were built? That the hiſtorian Pro- 
copius ſhould ſeriouſly engage to prove in form, 
that Juſtinian and his miniſters were not men, 
but demons, im human ſhape ? Of fuch incon- 
ſiſtent folly I ſhould hardly believe him capable, 
though all his contemporary writers had atteſted 
it; much greater reaſon have I now to doubt, 


when the fact depends ſolely upon the dubious 


teſtimony of a ſingle man; of a man who lived 
five hundred years after him. 


The work falſely aſcribed to Procopius I have 
not at all minded : it ĩs only ms authentie hiſtory 
I have confulted; and from thence taken the 
character of my hero, his modeſty, his geetlhcſs, 
his affability, his benevolence, his exceſſive art- 
leſſneſs; but, above all, that unparalleled huma- 
nity, the foundation of alt his other virtues, and 
which made him the object of tlie people's ado- 
ration. * The citizens of Byzantium,” ſays he, 
took the greateſt pleaſure in looking upon Be- 
* lifarius as he walked daily forth to the forum, 
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A comely and graceful perſon, a noble and 
majeſtic ſtature adorned this hero. So humble, 
ſo affable, ſo eaſy of acceſs, that in theſe 
things he reſembled one of the loweſt rank. 
In munificence towards his ſoldiers he exceed- 
ed all. Towards the labourers and peaſants 
his care and indulgence was ſuch, that when 
Belifarius led, they followed and felt no pain. 
The corn whilſt in the fields he carefully pro- 
tected from the injuries of the cavalry ; and 
not a ſoldier durſt touch the other fruits 
without the conſcut of the owners.”” 
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CHAP; -h 


Is the old age of Juſtinian, the Empire, weak- 

ened by long and violent firuggles, haſtened to its 

ruin, Every part of the adnuniſtration was neg- 

lected: laws were diſregarded, the finances ſquan- 

dered, and military diſcipline was totally deſpiſcd. 

The Emperor, weary of war, purchaſes with his 

cold a ſhameful peace from his enemies; whilſt 

his few remaining troops loitered in inaction, uſe- 

leſs, yet expenſive, to the ſtate; and their com- 0 

manders, wholly devoted to plcature, renewed N 

their warlike ideas, and at the ſame time diſpelled | 

| the languors of 1dleneſs in the cxerciſe of the | 
chaſe, | 


One night, after this diverſion, when a few of 
theſe young captains were ſupping together at a 
caſtle in 'Thrace, a blind old man, led by a child, 
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ſtood at the door, entreating their hoſpitality, 


Youth is eaſily moved to compaſſion; they cauſed 
him to enter. It was now autumn; and the 
cold, which was already ſet in, had ſeized the 
old man; they therefore order him to fit by the 
tire, 


Supper was not yet ended; the chicfs were in 
full ſpirits; and their converſation turned on the 
evils of the ſtate. This was indeed a large field 
for cenſure; and here diſappointed vanity gave 
itſelf looſe reins. Each exaggerated his paſt ac- 
tions; and boaſted of what he might ſtill have 
done, had not his ſervices been deſpiſed and his 
talents diſregarded, Every evil that befel the em- 
pire, in their eftimation, was owing to the neglect 
of placing ſuch men as themſelves at the head of 
affairs. Thus did they govern the world over their 
cups, and each glaſs brought an increaſe of infal- 
libility to their ſchemes, | 


"The old man, fitting at the corner of the fire, 
liſtened and ſmiled with pity. One of them per- 
ceived it, and thus ſpoke :—And have you, good 
man, the preſumption to treat what we are ſaying 
as ridiculous 2 Not as ridiculous, replied the old 
nan, but as a little trifling, as is natural to your 
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age. The reply confounded them. You imagine 
you have reaſon to complain, continued he, and 
TI alſo think it is wrong to neglect you; but this 
is the leaſt of our evils. Lament, indeed, that 
the empire has loſt its power and its glory ; that a 
prince, worn out with cares and old age, is obliged 
to ſee with another's eyes, and to employ unfaith- 
ful hands in his {ervice, But, in this general cala- 
mity, is it worth while to think of one's ſelf? In 
your time, replied one at the table, was it the 
cuſtom for people not to be concerned for themn- 
ſelves? Well, what of that; times change, for 
now it is the chief care. So much the worſe, ſaid 
the old man; aud if this then be your caſe, to neg- 
le& you is to do you juſtice. Is it to infult peo- 
ple, ſaid the youth, that you aſk their hoſpitality ? 
I do not inſult you, replied the old man; I ſpeak 


as a friend, and I pay for my ſanctuary by telling 


you the truth. 


The young Tiberius, afterwards the virtuous 
Emperor, then in the company, was ſtruck with 
the venerable aſpet and gray hairs of this blind 
man. You ſpeak to us, ſæid he, with wiſdom ; 
but with a little too much ſeverity : you require 
us to devote ourſelves to our country; this, to be 
ſure, is an exalted virtue; but, at the ſame time, 
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it is no duty. It is a duty you owe your country, 
replicd the old man with firmneſs ; or rather it is 
the foundation of your duties and of every mili— 
tary virtue, Whoever devotes himſelf to the ſer— 
vice of his country, ſhould ſuppoſe her infolvent ; 
for what he hazards for her is ineſtiunable. But 
Le muſt, at the ſame time, expect to find her un— 
grateful; tor whoever looks for a reward for a free 
and gencrons ſacrifice of himſelf is fooliſhly incon- 
fiftent. There is nothing but the love of glory, 


and an enthuſiaſm for virtue, that is worthy of 


ammating you. And what matters it, then, how 
your ſervices are received? Your recompente 13 
independent on the caprice of a miniſter, or th- 
diſcermnent of the ſovereign. The common ſol- 
dier, indeed, may be induced by the hopes of 


booty; he may hazard his life for a pittance to 


maintain it. "This I readily comprehend ; but 


you, Sir, born to affluence, with whom to live is | | 
to enjoy, when you relinquiſh the ſofter ſcenes of 
life to undergo fatigue and labour, oppoſing your- . 
ſelf voluntarily to various perils, can you derogatc 8 
ſo far from the generous act, as to defire wages 4 
for it? It is depreciated by payment: who at- by 


tends to the advantage of ſalary, is a mercenary 
ſlave; nor is the caſe altered by the quantity of 
reward; the man who appriſes his talents, and 
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converts them to profit, is to the full as venal as 
the ſoul that ſells itſelf for a picce of moner, 
What I have ſaid of pecuniary recompenſe, I at- 
firm alſo of the allurements of ambition : ho- 


nours, titles, rank, and the favours of the ſorc- 


reign, what are they but wages? He who deſires 
them has his hire. We muſt either give or ſell 
ourſelves: there is no other alternative. The for— 
mer is the act of freedom, the latter of flavery : 
you, gentlemen, will incline to that which agrees 
beſt with the propenſities of your hearts, —At this 
rate, honeſt friend, ſaid the company, you place 
ſovereigns in a very eaſy condition. Were my 
diſcourſe addrefled to ſovereigns, returned the 
blind ſtranger, I ſhould tell them, that as it is 
your duty to obſerve a diſintereſted conduct, ſo 
it is theirs to be juſt and upright. —What, then, 
is it juſt, do you think, to give merit its due re- 
compenſe ?—Moft certainly it is; but he to whom 
ſervice is rendered, is to diſpenſe the reward; and 
if he omit to do it, it is his misfortune. But to 
go a little further : which of us, in weighing our 
own merits, can be ſure of holding the balance 
with an even hand? To illuſtrate this; in your 
condition, for inſtance, in order that every body 
ſhould be dealt with to his ſatisfaction, it would 
be neceflary that each fhonld command in chief, 
B 3 
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and then what becomes of ſubordination ? This, 
you ſec, is impracticable. Let me, then, aſſume 
it as a truth, that government may incidentally 
want penetration, and even equity; but till it 
will be more diſcerning and wile in its appoint- 
ments, than if it were implicitly to take the re- 
commendation each of you would give in favour 
of himſelf, —And who are you that talk to us 
in this ſtrain? ſays the young maſter of the feaſt, 
with an elevation of voice. —Beliſarias, replied the 


old man. 


The ſurpriſe occaſioned by this diſcovery need 
not be expreſſed : the aſtoniſhment and confuſion 
that ſeized their young minds at the name of Be- 
liſarius, at the name of hum who had to often 
conquered in three parts of the globe, will ſuggeſt 
themſelves to every imagination. The whole com- 
pany remained motionleſs, and a decp filence 
marked the reſpect with which they were im- 
preſſed. Reyerential awe poſſeſſed them; and, 
torgetting that Beliſarius was blind, not one of 
them dared to lift up his eyes. Tiberius at length 
broke ſilence : Thou yenerable man, ſaid he, how 
unjuſt and cruel has fortune been to thee !—to 
thee, whom the whole empire, for thirty years 
together, ſelt the author of its glory and its flou- 
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riſhing condition; till, at length, wicked malice 
XZ tramed a charge of treaſon and revolt Thou 
art that hero, whom the perſecuting rage of en- 
rious men loaded with irons, and barbarouſly de- 

| prived of the organs of fight! And yet, thus 

: bately treated, you can ſtill perſevere to inculcate 
N the principles of public ſpirit and diſintereſted love 
3 KF of country !—And from whom, ſays Beliſarius, 
| # would you expect to hear the leflons of virtue? 
Are the ſlaves of court favour to be your moraliits ? 
—Oh | ſhame indehble | ſays Tiberius, interrupt- 
ing lim; unparalleled ingratitude! Poſterity will 


d ſcarce believe the monſtrous ſtory It muſt not 
1 be dillembled, replied Beliſarius, that my enemies 
> did take me unprovided, and ſurpriſe me a little: 
n I never expected to be injured to that exceſs of 
ſt outrage. I had, however, been familiar with the 
a- idea of dying in the ſervice of the empire; and 
ce whether dead or blind, the difference is inconſi- 
n- derable. Devoted to my country, I did not ex- 


d, cept my eyes. All that I hold dearer than my 
of eyes or my life ſtill remains to me; the honour of 
th my character is inviolate, and, above all, the vir- 
JW tues of my heart are ſtill mine, unconquered by 
to my enemies. The actions of my life may indeed 
ars be effaced from the memory of a court; but the 
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memory of mankind will be more retentive; and 
* 


if it ſhould not, I have the conſcious remenibrance, 


and that is ſuflicient. 


The company, now ſtruck with admiration, 
ſolicited Beliſarius to make one at the table, Ex- 
cuſe me, gentlemen, ſays he, at my age the beft 


_— 
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place is the fire fide, Every civility was tendered 3 


to him, and he was much importuned to accept 
the beſt bed in the caſtle: he contented himſelf 2 


. 


with a little ſtraw. I have often ſlept harder, ſays 8 


he: but this child, who guides me, I recommend to 
your good offices; for he is more delicate than 1 


am, 


The next morning, as ſoon as there was light 
enough for his guide, Beliſarius departed; before 
his hoſts, fatigued with the ſport of the preceding 
day, were yet awake. Being informed when they 
roſe that the hero had left the place, they pro- 
poſed to go in queſt of him, in order to provide 
bim with a carriage, and whatever conveniences 
he might want. No, ſays Tiberius, that will be 
labour in vain; Belifarius has not conceived eſteem 


Z 


enough for us, to make him willing to receive an 


obligation. 
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The young Tiberius had ſenſibility and reflec- 
ion; on his mind an exalted virtue in the very 
extreme of misfortune made the deepeſt impreſ- 
ion. Never, lays he to one of his friends who 
came to him from the emperor, never ſhall 1 for- 
get laſt mght's ſolemn ſecne! never ſhall the 
words of the venerable man be eraled trom my 
memory. Humiliating as he was, yet his leſſon 
has taught me what a tatk remains upon my hands, 
if I atpire to the dignity of my nature, if I mean 
to be a man. An account of this incident reached 
the ear of Juſtinian, who deſired an interview 
with Tiberius, : 

Tiberius related the whole with accuracy to the 
emperor ; and then, continue he, it is impoſlible, 
Sir, that ſo elevated a mind could deſcend to the 
baſeneſs of the conſpiracy laid to his charge: I 
would engage my life that he is innocent, if a 
life like mine were worthy of being ſurety for fo 
illuſtrious a character. I will ſee him, and confer 
with him, replied Juſtinian, withou 
myſelf to him: in the condition of b 
winch he is reduced, this will not! 
cable, Since his releaſe from priſon, he cannot 
have removed lümſelf to any confideraby diſtance ; 


diſcloſing 


idneſs, to 
impracti- 
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purſue his ſteps, and intice him, if poſſible, to 
your country-ſeat; thither I will come in private. 
This command of the emperor Tiberius received 
with tranſport, and the next day purſued the road 
Beliſarzus had taken, 
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Brrisanius, in the mean time, begging alms as 
he went, journeyed on towards an old ruinous 


5 caſtle, where his family expected him. He had 


given directions to his young guide not to mention 
his name upon the road; but the dignified air of 
his countenance, and his whole perſon, was ſuf- 
ficient to intereſt every beholder. Arriving that 
night at a village, his conductor ſtopped at the 
door of an houſe which had a ſimple but neat 
appearance. 


The landlord was entering with a f. pade in lis 
hand: the mien and features of Belifarins attract- 
ed his attention, and made him curious to know 
ſo reſpectable a vagrant.— A poor invalid, ſays 
Beliſarins, an old decrepit ſoldier !—A ſoldier ! 
exclaims the villager, and that honour is your re- 


compenſe !—There is no help for it, replied Be- 


lifarius ; the greateſt misfortune of a ſovereign is 
his inability to pay the price of all the blood ſpilt 
in his ſervice. The heart of the villager was 
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touched by this anſwer, and Belifarius was invited 
to partake of his hoſpitality, 


I here introduce, fays the maſter of the houſe 
to his wife, a gallant brave veteran, who bears the 
ſeverities of his fate with fortitude of mind: then 
turning to Beliſarius, My lioneſt gueſt, be not 
aſhamed' of your condition i in a family wlüch has 


been inured to misfortunes : fit you down, we are 


going to ſupper ; While we wait to have it laid 
upon the table, tell me, pray, what wars have 
you ſerved in? In the wars of Italy, ſays Beli- 
ſarius, againſt the Goths, that in Afia againſt the 
Perfians, and in Africa againſt the Vandals and 
the Moors. 


At theſe words the villager could not ſuppreſs 
a_ deep ſigh.—At this rate then, continued he, 
you made every campaign with Belifarius ?—Yes, 
every campaign; we were never aſunder.—In- 
deed! that excellent man! the equal compoſure 
of his mind! that conſtant uprightneſs! that 


greatneſs of ſoul! Is he ſtill living, pray? for 
in this ſolitude it is about five and twenty years 


ſince I have heard what is doing in the world. 

Ves, Belifarius is ſtill alive. May Heaven 

guard and prolong his days !—If he heard your 
8 
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withes for him, your goodnels would affect 
13 him tenderly—Very like; and how do they 
he fares at court? In great power to be ſure! 


r 


„ acdered by every body — Alas! envy is ever an 
: attendant on proſperity —Very true; but the 


emperor ſhould be npon his guard againſt the ene— 


mics of to great a man, the tutelary genius, the 
protector of the empire! Ie is far gone in years 
now, hut what then? he will be as ereat in coun— 
eil, as be was formerly in the field. His wiſdom, 
1t he 15 attended fo), Nlay, perhaps bo of more Cx- 
tenſite ue than even Ins -Yalour..-And how, 
[ys Beliſarius, inwardly toftened, how was he 


known 19 an — Let us fit down to table. 0 — 


ſwered the villager: your queſtion would lead into 


Bolifarins now feilt ſome ferret hints that hi; 
landlord mutt be ſome officer who had formerly 
ſerved under him, and had reaton to be contented 
with his general. During ſupper, the latter was 
inquiſitive conceriung the events of war in Italy 
and the Eaſt, but was totally {lent in regard to 
Africa. Belifarias gratified his curioſity in a plain 
and ſimple ſtyle.— Let us drink, favs the hoſt, at 


the conclulion of the repait, let us drink to the 


health of your gencral. and may Heaven requic 
— 
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him with its bounty for all the evil he heapea en 
me !—He! replied Beliſarius, did he injure you: 
— He diſcharged his duty, and I make no con 
plaint I have learned in the ſchool of adverſity 
to compailionate the diſtreites of mankind, and 
vou thall know, my honeſt friend, how that les 
ſon was taught me. As you have ſerved in Atri- 
ca, you have ſcen the King of the Vandals, the 
untortunmte Gilmer, led by Beliſarius in triumph 
to Conſtantinople, with his wite and children in— 
volved in his captivity. That very Gilimer has 
opencd to you his hoſpitable door! you have ſan- 
ped with Inm !—Thou Gilmer! exclaimed Be. 
liſari is; and has not the emperor aſligned yon 
a better lot ?—He had promued—Yes, he pro- 
miſled, and, to do him juſtice, he had kept his 
word. Dig nities were offered to me, and even the 
rank of a Patrician ; but I declined the offer. To 


him who has been a king and has Joſt his crown. 
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the only refource is obtcurity and repoſe.— 1 h:: 


Gilimer - Les, I am he! that vanquiſhed prince, 


who, you may remember, was beſieged upon the 


en: 


0 > 3 . 
mountain of Papua. There I ſuflered unheard of 


hardihips : the inclemency of the winter ſeaſon, 
the neceſhties of famine, the miſerable aſpect of « 
whole people driven to the laſt deipair, and read, 
o devour their very wares and children; the wu: 
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- . 1 aas 4% ** 1 Moor arne 
ronutimg Vigilane of tunit brave oihce Pharas, 


3 who. even amidſt the operations of the ſiege he 


carried ON, never cen ſed by Bis remonſtrances to 


waken my feelings both for myſelf and the mi- 
enes of my people: all thete circumſtances, to- 
ether with the entire confidence I had in the vp- 
richneſs of your general, prevailed upon me at 
length to lay down my arms. With what an air 
of ſober dignity did Beliſarius receive me! Every 
proper attention was paid to me by his direction. 
With what addrets, with what reſpect, did he 


ſtrive to ſoften my aithcetion ! I ke {pace Of near 


fis luſtres has elapſed fince T have dwelt in this ſo- 


01 FF hitary retreat, and not a day has paſted without 


hearing my moſt fervent prayers for Beliſarius. 


the I perceive, ſaid Beliſarius, in this acconnt of 


yourtelf, the mild effects of that philoſophy, which 


Wn even on the mountain, where you endured fo 

non much, con!d make yon chant your calamities in 

ITY S ſonwG® . 1; 1 ( TA WANT | £9 een At AA val 1 fi > 
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the Bll cliſarius, that ſerenity of comwtenance ; and on 
19 * 

ot his day of triumph animated that look of poegun— 

on, nimity, which aftonithed the emperor Juſtinian. 


My good gueſt, replied Gilimcr, the ttrength and 
weaknets of our minds depend entirely upon the: 
light in which things appear to us. "Trae con- 
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* 
ſte ney and fortitude firſt ſprung up in my heart, 


when I began to conſider the world as the ſport 
of fortune. Jill then J had lived the molt volup- 1 
nous of kings, diflolved in luxury, and ever en- ] 
tranced in the Jap of pleaſure: on a ſudden ! 'F 1 
paſied from my palace, that ſcene of revelry and ! 
delight, to the cavern of the Moors, where, pil- | # 1 
lowed upon ftraw, I lived on barley coarſely A © 
pounded and half roaſted under the cinders. Navy, 5 h 
to ſuch hardſhip was I reduced, that a loaf oi lu 
bread, ſent to me by the humanity of an enemy, 8 V 
was an ineſtimable preſent. From this ſituation 1. h. 
fell into captivity, was loaded with irons, and 3 ne 
walked in the conqueror's triumph. In extremities . 
Hike theſe, you will agree with me, that the heart 
muſt break with grief, or rife ſuperior to the ca- 
price of fertune, 


You find in that compoſure of your ſoul, ſavs if 
zeliſarius, many reſources againſt calamity; and 


3 . 7 b 4 : 8 
I promiſe to ſuperadd a new motive of conſolation Wl the 


before we part. 


Their converſation ended here, and each retire! The 


to reit. : 4 laid 
$ Woud 
70 2 . 25 J 
Giumecr, at the dawn of day, inftead of betab "4 he! 
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ing himſelf to the cultivation of his garden, made 
+ | it his firſt care to inquure how his aged gueſt had 
NE | paſſed the night, He found him already up, with 
_ KS his tick in lns hand, ready to fet ont on his jour- 


1 8 ney. How! ſaid he, not give us a few days be: 
fore you leave us !— That, rephed Belifarius, is 


not in my power: I have a wife and daughter in- 


11- 

1; Ry conlolable during my abience. Farewell! and 
25 3 hear without emotion what remains to be told 
1 1 you. Blind and ſuperannuated as I am, Beliſarius 
vi W will never forget the reception you have gixen 


Im.-How ! Belifarins !—It is Belitarrns who 
now embrices you !—Rightcous Heaven! cxclaims 
| Gilmer, half wild with aſtoniuthuinent ; Beliſarius 
blind, and abandoned in his old age !-- Even fo, 
replied Beliſarius; and to ſhew you the extreme of 
crucity, before they turned him adrift to beg his 
way through the world, his enemics put out his 


eyes,—Amazement! ſays Gil:mer, in a tone of 


grief and horror; can it be pottible? Who were 
tion che monſters !—Envious men, replicd Pchſarins; 
they impeached me of defiens upon the crown, 
hen my thoughts were fixed upon my grave. 
tired They had credit enough to ruin me, and I was 
q laid in irons. The people at ſength clamoured 


4 


1 
ctab þ 


c oudly for my enlargeraent ; 11 S in vain fo rt ſift 
; 
N 
by 


1 . X , i 
ne popular outcry ; but in reſtoring me to liberty 
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donrixed me of ny ſiclit. ſuſtinjian 100 or- 


. 


rack deeper! You 


then with what afiection. 

] | ee cu and” eres 
| * iow] him, and gricv« 
that he 1s turronnded b <> men, who cloud 


and blacken the eveuiiig 01 is days. When! 
heard that he himieli pronounced the definitive 
ſontence, I own my conſtancy failed me; the very 
exccutioners relented into pity, and fell proſtrate 
at iy feet. Now all is over; and, thanks be to 
Hoaven, I have but a little time to crawl about, 
ind and wretched. —Patſs that time with me, 
ſays Gilimer: here, under my roof, cloſe an 1]- 
uſtrious life. — That, returned Beliſarius, would 
have jomething ſoothing in it; but I muſt give 
myſelf to my family, and I now go to expire in 
their arms. Farewell! 


Gilimer embraced him, bathed him with his 


tears, and could hardly quit his hold. At length | 


he let him go with a parting pang, and ſtraining 


* 


1115 eyes after | im—0 proſperity! ſays he, thou 


cheat, proiperity ! who can confide in thee? Thc 


-arlike hero, the great, the good Belifarius' 


digs his garden. With theſe words the king o 


the Vandals retumed his ſpade, 


/ 


Now, indeed, he may think himſelf happy who i 
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CHAP, III. 


Prrisenivs was now near the aſylum of his fa- 
mily, who expected him with impatience, when 
a new incident made him fear that he thould ne- 
ver reach it. 'The inhabitants upon the borders of 
the empire were perpetually making incurſions 
into Thrace. A party of the Bulgarians had in- 
vaded the confines, juſt as a rumour was ſpread 
abroad that Belifarius, deprived of his eyeſight, 
was diſcharged from priſon, and was begging his 
way to his exiled fanuly. The idea of attaching 
to himſelf 1o conſiderable a man ſoon ſtruck the 
prince of Bulgaria, who little doubted but Be- 
liſarius would embrace the moſt rapid means of 
revenge. The road he had taken was known, and 
orders were accordingly iſſued tor a diligent pur— 
ſuit. Towards the cloſe of day Beliſarins was 
overtaken : force was not to be reſiſted; he was 
obliged to mount a iuperb horie brought for the 
purpoſe. Two Bulgarians conducted him, and 
the hero's guide was obliged to mount behind one 
of them. You may truſt to us, ſaid the Bulg 
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rians : the prince our matter honours Your Virtues 
and conmattonates your misfortunes, Beliſarius in- 
terrog aun what their prince wanted with him — 
He means, replied the barbarians, to ſate your 
Von geunce with the blond of your enemies. — Ah! 
ys the old general, let him leave me unrevenged ; 


his pity is ſuperſluous and cruel. I only atk to 


die in the arms of my family, and you tear me 


from them. Whither would you lead me? I am 
harafted with fatigue, and reft is neceſſary to me. 
—Ret you thall have, antwered the Bulgarians, 
nd to your entire latisfaction, if the maſter of the 
neighbouring caſtle thould chance not to be upon 
his guard, or in caſe he does not prove armed 
with too ſtrong a force. 


This caftle was in the occupation of an old 
courtier whoſe name was Beflus. He had com- 
manded at Rome daring a ſiege, and, after being 
evilty of the moſt horrible exactions, retired to 
this place with ten thoutind falents “. Belifarins 
had infiſted that he ſhouid be proſecuted with the 
utmoſt icverity of the law; but thuſe at court 
who do not with to have matters too cloſely in- 


ſ-:cted, being all of his party, the inquiry was 


* Abcut 250, occ l. ſterling. 
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prevented, and Beftas retired to enjoy his erimes 


and his money in rural tranqulllity. 

Two Bulgarians, who had been 
connonre the place, reported to the chiet, that in 
the caille all was pleaſure and rejoicing ; that ine 
misfortune of Beliiarius was the gencral talk; and 
that Beiſus celebrated it by a day of tefuvity, #5 
a punthment inflicted by Heaven, The alice 
wretch! ſaid the Bulgarians, he thail- not Jong 
have it in his power to triumph in the downtal ot 
a great man like you. 


They arrived ſoon at the caſtle: Deſſus was at 
table turrounded by his ſycophants, one of whom 
lung a ſong of adulation, and in His ſtanzas {ct 
forth the care of Heaven in the juſd fication of lis 
patron, by punithing the accuſer with the loſs of 
his ght. What more manifeſt indication could 
there be! Could innocence enjoy a more [plendid 
triumph! Beſſus applauded the flattering ftrain, 
graciouſly obſerving, that Heaven is always jult, 
and that ſooner or later the wicked are brought to 
condign puniflunent. Beſſus was right in his ob- 
ſervation; ſor now the Bulgarians, ſword in hand, 
had taken poſleilion of the court-yard, and leav- 


ing Beliſarius to the care of a few ſoldiers, made 


| 5 * . : 1 | I o . % * # * ” r * % * 1 
tor Way with bideous uproar to the bangquc ung,: 
o . 4 
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room  Bciias turned pale at the f. rt; confuſion 
d terror fell upon hum; his gueſts were thrown 

into the utmoſt conſternation: Without attempt 

ing a defence, . they fell upon their knees and 
, * L 

begged their lites. They were all inſtauntly ſciz- 


1 an . „ 

ed. and drugced tortit to the luce where Bolt as 
4! 
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rius was gnarded. Beſus, by tlie ght Gf ti1 
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LOrENecs, Ih received On horit Dae K 4 blind 01d Hari; 
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merces. The oid central, ſoftened with tender- 


No, ſaid the chief, no mercy here for bad men! 
This was the ſignal for ſlaughter, and Beiſus with 
all his comrades was put to death upon the ſpot. 
Then ordering all the domeſtics before him, the 
commander of the gang, who ſaw they expected 
the tarmac fate, bid them be without fear, and at- 
tend him and his party at table; for now, fays he, 
we are your rafters. He proceeded to regale 
himſelf with his followers, and Beliſarius was 


placed in the {cat of Beſſus. 


The vicititudes of fortune now engroſſed the 
thoughts of Beliſarius, and this laſt incident fore- 
ly grieved him. My friends, ſaid he to the Rul- 
#2rians, you diftrels me much by thedding the 
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blood of my countrymen. Bettus, it is trac, was 


#30 
a © 


N guilty of avarice and inhumanity : 1 have tven 
WF- him the author of a tainine at Rome, and in the 


_ 


midſt of the public miſery ſelling out bread at a 


- 
4 Ae 


molt exorbitant price, without any feeling tor the 


poor, who were unable to buy the necetiaries of 
lite. The juſtice of Heaven has overtaken lum at 
laſt, and my only regret is that he merited lus 


a K a ts 
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tate: but yet this havoc, done in my name, is 


Lad 


a ſtain to my honour. Either diſpatch me, or 
promiſe that no outrage of this fort ſhall happen 
again wile I ain amongſt you. The Bulgarians 
engaged to relirain themratelves tor the future to 
teit-detence ; but Beflus' cattle was plundered, and 
the next day the invaders, loaded with booty, ſet 
forward with Belarus, 
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As toon 2s they arrived at their prince's camp, 
the commander in chief, embracing Belitarius, 


exclaimed, 1n a tranſport of joy, Come, thou ve- 


"” 
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nerable man, ,and try whether we or your own 
countrymen are the Barbarians! Abandoned by 


the ſtate you terved, you ſhall find among us both 


” 
ay 
of 5 4 # 4 n 
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ne friends and revengers of your wrongs. With this 

e- be led him by the hand to his tent, there bade 

him repoſe himſelf, and gave orders that every 

be IR thing ſhould favour his tlunber. At night, afte: 
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a ſumptuons repaſt, at which the name of eli ſa- 
rins was celebrated by all the Barbarian chiets, the 
king withdrew with him to a private conference. 
He began by obſerving, that it was needleſs to 
remonſtrate the cruelty of the treatment he had 


Wet with. The crime, continued he, is horrible; 
the vengeance due to it ſhould be the fame. Your 
tyrant, with all his accomplices, mult be buried 
mucler the ruins of the Imperial throne and pa- 
lace: his city ſhall be wrapt in flames, and its 
fragments heaped upon the emperor's head. Be 
thou, illuſtrious old man, be thou the guide of my 
armics; inſtruct me how to conquer, and to ex- | 
wiate your injuries. They have not robbed you of 


the nund's eye; the light of wiſdom is ſtill yours 


Teach me how to ruth upon them by ſurpriſe; to 
1Tault them within their ramparts. Let us exter- 
nate their empire, and not leave a trace of it 
Ou this ſide of the ſeas. If the ſecond rank in 


pe 
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car new dominicn will not ſuffice yon, divide with 
23 5 8 SE BE pag Len 
me the imperial dignity; 1 agree to it. Let the 1 
tyraut of Byzantium, before he dies beneath re- 11 


peated blows, behold you once more make your I pit 
triumphant entry into his city. Ind would you et 
Have me, then, ſaid Beliſarius after a pauſe, would BY B= 
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ou have me juſtify him for depriving me of my 
felt? It is along time, Sir, fince I declined the 
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otter of crowns. Carthage and Italy invited my 
acceptance. I was then young, and in the ſcaſon 
of ambition ; pertecution even then began to ſhew 
itfelf, but I remained inviolably faithful to my 
prince and my country. 'The duty which then 
bound me continues unextinguithed ; and nothing 
can induce me to renounce it. | When I promited 
allegiance to the emperor, I hoped to find him juſt; 


and, if he proved otherwiſe, I made no reſerva- 


tion of a tacit right to defend, much leſs to re- 
venge myſelf. Of treaſon and revolt I am inca- 
pable ; and, let me aſk, how would it ſerve you 
to brand me with perjury? What valuable ſer- 
vice can you expect from a blind old man, who 
has loſt the force and vigour of his mind? The 
enterpnſe you propofe is much above my ability, 
perhaps above your own. In the preſent relaxed 
ſtate of government, the emperor ſeems an caſy 
conqueſt; but he is only grown indolent ; and 


perhaps, to rouſe him from his languor and re- 
animate his ſpirit, it were deſirable for him that 


an enterpriſe like yours ſhould be commenced. 


hat city, which you think to aſſailable, is inha- 
bited by a people trained to war: and then, what a 


ſet of men to lead them on ! If the ſuperannuated 
Belifarius may well nigh be numbered with the 


= dead, yet Narſes lives, and even Narſes has for 
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competitors Mundus, Hermes, Salomon, and many 
others of a warlike genius. If you will credit 
me, time alone, with its imperceptible hand. 
muſt ſap the foundations and work the downfal 
of that great empire. You may, indeed, com- 
mit a ravage, but that is but the war of robbers; 


your ambition will aſpire to an enterpriſe more | 


worthy of you. Juſtinian deſires only to form 
alliances and confederacies in friendſhip ; let me 


add, there is not a king who would not be ho- 
noured by an alliance with him; and, Sir, it de- 
pends upon yourſelf to—— No, interrupted the 


Bulgarian, I never will be the friend of ſuſtinian; 
I will hold no alliance with the man who owe; 
his all to you, and in return has blinded you for 
it. Will you reign in concert with me, the di— 
rector of my councils, and the genius of my ar- 


mies? That is the queſtion between us.— My 
life, replied Beliſarius, is in your hands; but no— | | 
thing can exempt me from the allegiance I owe 7 
my lawful ſovereign ; even now, depreſſed as I 
am, had I the means of ſerving him, though it“ 
were againſt yourſelf, he might ſtill be as ſure of F 
me as in my day of proſperity.—An extraordi- F 
nary ſort of virtue this! ſays the Bulgarian — Þ 


Woe to the people, replied Beliſarius, to whom 1 
appears extraordinary! Don't you perceive tha! 
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it is the foundation of good order in ſociet; 
That no member of any community whatever 
ſhould arrogate to himſelf a right to be his own 
judge and his own avenger, is an obvious, a ſelt- 
evident truth. That right of nature is transferred 
to the magiſtrates; and were it otherwiſe, there 
would be as many rebels as diſcontented ſpirits. 
Would yon, who now court me to puniſh my 
maſter for injuſtice, would you give the ſame 
privilege to your own ſoldiers?— Would I give 
it! ſays the Bulgarian; they have it without my 
giving it; but fear reftrains it within due bounds. 
—And with us, Sir, virtue 1s the reſtraint, ſays 
Beliſarius; that is an advantage reſulting from 
the manners; from manners formed by civiliza- 
tion, the parent of ſocial happineſs: and ſocial 
happineſs, let me tell you, will never be rightly 
underſtood, Where the inſtitutions of true policy 
have not been received. I will go deeper into 
tlis ſubject, with the freedom of a man who has 
nothing left to fear or hope. What ſort of ſub- 
jects do you govern, Sir? A race inured to war- 
fare ; that 1s their beſt reſource: and that very 
warfare to which they are trained, baniſhes every 
idea of the right uſe of peace ; inclines them to 
neglect the valuable riches of labour and induſtry ; 
to trample on the laws of natural juſtice, and ſec k 
D 2 
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a precarious good in ruin and deſtruction. If ye: 
will place before your eyes the conſequences that 
mut attend your boundlets ambition, you will 
perceive how neceilary it reſults, that, to lay waſte 
the territories of the empire, you mult leave your 
own without labourers, barren and uncultivatcd ; 
that in order to ſubſiſt one part of the human tpe- 
cies, yon muſt maſſacre another; and that your 
own ſubjects muſt fatten with their blood the very 
land which they cover with defolation.—And will 
not, ſaid the king, the influence of war be the ſame 
upon the ſubjects of the empire? By no means, 
rephed Beliſarius; and moreover the object of our 
arms is very different. The end aimed at by our 
wars is public tranquillity, that we may enjoy the 
fruits of peace as the purchaſe of our victories — 
Generoſity, ſays the Bulgarian, 1s eaſily extended 
where we have the ſuperior force. Let us break 
off the conference. You are ſtill illuſtrious in mi- 


ſery, and I honour your unſhaken fidelity; it de- 


ſerved a better recompenſe. Repoſe yourſelf for 
this night in my own tent: you ſhall be lodged 
near our perſon. To- morrow it ſhall depend upon 
yourſelf to direct your guides which way you will 
be conducted. To the place where they ſeized me, 


ſaid Beliſarius; and then retired to the comforts 


of a pure and tranquil ſleep. 
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The next day the king of Bulgaria took leave 
of the good old general, and fain would have load- 
ed him with preſents.—They are, ſays Belifarius, 
the ſpoils of my country, and you would bluth for 
me, if I ſuffered myſelf to be ſo enriched. Some 
neceſſary food for himtelf and his guide was all he 
could be induced to accept; and the ſame party 
that laid violent hands upon him, eſcorted him to 
the place from whence he had been carried to the 
Barbarian camp. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Tus hero was now at the diſtance of twelve 
miles from the retreat of his family; but being 
exhauſted by a fatiguing journey, he inquired ot 
his guide whether there was not a village in fight, 
where he might reſt his wearied hmbs.—There is 
one, ſaid his young conductor, but it is a conſi- 
derable way off. Let theſe guards convey you to 
it, No, rephed Belifarins, I ſhould expoſe the 
place to the pillage of theſe rovers.—He now took 
leave of his convoy. 


Arriving at the village, the cry that ſtruck hi- 
car was, There he is; that's he; it is the very man.— 
What may this mean ?—lt is a whole family, ſaid 
the guide, making towards you with great eager— 
neſs. By this time an old man came forward 
from the crowd —Worthy Gentleman, ſaid he, 
may we crave to know who you are ?—You plain- 
ly fee, replied Beliſarius, that I am a poor indi- 
gent wretch, and not a gentleman.—An indi- 
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gent wretch | exclaimed the peaſant ; that is what 
occaſions our curiolity ; for we have a report here, 
that, wretched as you ſeem, you are Beliſarius. 
—Lower your voice, my honeſt friend, replied 
the general; and if my misfortunes touch you, 
afford me a ſhelter under your roof. — Theſe words 
were ſcarcely uttered, when he felt the villager 
embracing his knees : he raiſed the honeſt coun- 
tryman, and went with him into an humble cot. 


Fall down, my children, ſaid the villager to 
lus ſon and two daughters, fall down at the feet 
of this illuſtrious hero: it was he protected us 
from the ravage of the Huns; but for hum our 
little habitation had been reduced to aſhes; but 
for him, my children, your father would have been 
butchered before your eyes, your little babes 
would have been torn from you, and hurried into 
captivity; but for him, you never would have 
raiſed your heads again: you are indebted to him 
for life, and all that can be dearer than life. Ve- 
nerate him the more for lus prelent condition, re- 


ſpect his nusfortunes, and weep over your unhappy 
country, 


Beliſarms, diffolving inwardly with tenderneſs 
u the grateful ſentiments of this little family, 
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and overpowered by their bleſſings on his head, 
could only anſwer them with the dumb eloquence 
of his embraces.-Condeſcend, illuſtrious hero, 
ſaid the two women, to receive to your arms theſe 
two little innocents, who have found in you a 
ſecond father. We ſhall never ceaſe to awaken 
in their memories a due ſenſe of the honour they 
will now receive by ſaluting their great deliverer, 
and being careſſed in his embrace —Each mother 
preſented her own child, and placed him on the 
general's knees. The little infants ſmiled with 
young aſtoniſhment, and raiſing their arms, ſeem- 
ed to offer up their thanks. And can you now, 
ſaid Beliſarius, think me an object of compaſiion ? 
Does there at this moment breathe a man more 
ſincerely happy than myſelf? But tell me, how 
has it happened that you had any knowledge of 
me ?—A young nobleman, rephed the villager, 
paſſed through this place yeſterday, and inquired 
if we had not ſcen a blind old man go by; you 
anſwer the deſcription he gave us. We aſſured 
lim we had ſeen no ſuch perſon : he then charg- 
ed us to keep a good look-out, and let you know, 
that a friend expects you at the place where you 
are going He ſaid you were in want of every 
thing, and requeſted us to pay you every attention 
in our power: he even promiſed to requite us for 
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it. Alas! we told him that we were all variouſly 
employed: tome in the labours of the field, others 
in domeſtic cares, and had but little leiſure to 
cape after travellers as they pats by.— Then quit 
your employments, ſaid the young lord, and omit 
every thing rather than the acts of benevolence 
the good old man is entitled to: he is your pro- 
tector, your deliverer; it is Belifarins whom I re- 
commend to your diligence; and then he opened 
to us the whole ſtory of your ſufferings. At the 
found of a name ſo beloved and honoured, una- 
gine to yourſelf the agitation of our hearts. My 
ſon watched all night long for his genera], for he 
had the honour to ſight under your banners, when 
you expelled the invaders of 'Thrace; and my 
daughters at the dawn of day were at the threſh- 
old of the door, and there continued ſtraining 
their eyes with cager expectation. At length we 
have found you: command as you pleaſe, every 
thing we have is yours; the nobleman who deſires 
to ſee you has more in his power to give ; but give 
what he may, he will not do it with a better heart 
than we otter our little all, 


While thus the father diſcourſed, the ſon, in a 
a fixed attitude before the hero, viewed him 
with a penſive air, his hands claſped iu each. 
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other ; conſternation, pity, and reſpeR, rifing by 
turns, and diffuſing themſelves over his counte- 
nauce, 


My good friend, ſays Beliſarius to the old vil- 
lager, I thank you for theſe marks of your good- 
neſs. I have wherewithal to ſupport me on my 
way to my laſt retreat: but pray inform me, is 
your happineſs equal to your benevolence ? Your 
fon, you ſay, carried arms under my conduct. I 
feel myſelf intereſted about him; is he prudent, 
careful, and induſtrious? Does he prove a good 
huſband and a good father ?—He is, replied 
the old man, all my joy and comfort : he quitted 
the army upon the death of his elder brother; 
but he quitted it ſcamed with honourable ſcars ; 
he reheves me from labour, the prop of my old 
age! He has for his wife the danghter of my 
friend, and Heaven has ſmiled upon their union. 
He is of a fanguine lively temper: ſhe is of a 
mild and amiable diſpoſition. My daughter, who 
ſtands there, is alſo happily ſettled. 'I gave her 
in marriage to a young man of good morals, and 
they hve in mutual affection; every thing goes on 
to my heart's content, and they have raiſed grand- 
children to me, in whom I fancy I am renewing 
my youth. In the hopes that they will cherith 


A 
* 
1 
. 
2, 
SS. 
* 
, 
bY 
* 
* 


= 

l "I 
be 
y oo 
* 
#4 
. Avi, 
A 
* 2 
. 
* G £ 
FRY 
© 


er; 
1s; 
old 
my 
10n. 
f a 
W110 
her 
and 
8 ON 
and- 
wing 


erith 


Ix 
4 4 
* 
5 
© 4 
8 
"WA 


_— 


PW) . ö fs. be * 6 
8 4 x * 85 e " 'F 
> WF 1 5 ge” FF} e : THI 


BELISARIUS. 35 


my memory, and bleſs me when I am gone, I 
draw towards my grave with lets regret. —Alas! 
my good friend, ſaid Beliſarius, you excite my en- 
vy! I had two ſons, my beſt, my darling, hope ! 
I ſaw them both expire at my fide: an only daugh- 
ter is all that is left me in my age, and ſhe, alas! 
has too much ſenſibility for my condition and her 
own. But thanks be to Heaven, my two bovs 
died fighting for their country - At theſe words, 
the young man, who had been earneſtly liſtening 


to all that paſſed, felt his heart touched to the very 
quick, 


The ſupper, conſiſting of plain country fare, was 
ſerved up; but Beliſarius, by his lively repreſenta- 
tions of the happine(s that dwells with obſcurity, 
gave it the value of the moſt ſumptuous repalt. 
Calm and retired tranquillity, ſays he, is the hap- 
pieſt ſtate of man; and yet ſo little are the ſolid 


bleſſings of life underſtood, it is a ſtate which is 
never cnvicd ! 


The young man of the houſe continued filent 
during the whole time of ſupper, with his eyes 
fixed on Beliſarius; he was loſt in contemplation : 
lis inward workings grew ſtronger as he gazed: 
bis countenance eyery moment ſettled into a 


—— 
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deeper gloom, looked more intenſe with reflection. 
and fiercer with the various meanings that ſuc- 
ceeded each other. Here is my ſon, ſaid the good 
old landlord, recalling to his imagination all your 
battles; he peruſes you with an ardent eye.— 
He finds it difficult, replied Belifarias, to recol- 
lect his general. —The enemies of my general, ſaid 
the young man, have defaced him enough to 
make it difficult to know him; but he is too near 
the hearts of his ſoldiers to be ever unknown to 
them. 


When Beliſarins took leave of this worthy fa- 
mily—1 ſhould be glad, ſays this young man, if 
my general will permit me to attend him a little 


part of his way. Being together on the road, J 


could wiſh, ſaid he again, that you would order 
your guide to walk on before us; for I have ſome- 
thing for your private ear. The condition, Sir, 
to which they have reduced you, fills me with in- 
dignation. They have left you a terrible example 
of ingratitude, and the baſeſt perfidy; it makes 
me even look with horror on my country: and as 
J formerly dared boldly in her ſervice, fo I now 
bluſh for every drop of blood I ſpilt in her cauſe. 
The place of my nativity is grown deteftable to 
me, and I look with pity on the children whom 
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| have brought into this bad world. - Hold! hold, 
young man! ſays Beliſarius; where is the country 
in which honeſt men do not fall the victims of 
malignity - and fraud ?—Buat this, returned the 
young ſoldier, this is without a precedent. There 
is a peculiarity i your fate that exceeds all ima- 
gination, Who was the author of it? I have a 
wite and children; them I will recommend to 
their grandfather and the Supreme Being, and 
nothing ſhall retard me from ſetting out directly 
to tear ont the villata's heart who barbarouſly— 

Alas! thou generous youth, ſaid Beliſarius, claſp- 
ing him in his arms, this excels of pity ,kindles 
to enthuſiaſm. ' Can I conſent that a brave young 
man ſhall be the perpctrator of an inſidious deed ? 
that a ſoldier thall become an aſſaſſin? that a vir- 
tuous ſon, a tender huſband, and an affectionate 
lather, ſhall be the ſlave of guilt and infamy ! 
It were to make me deſcrve all that malice has 
inflicted on me. Reflect a little; yon have rclin- 
quiſhed the juſt defence of your country to ſolace 
your aged tather, and rear up your tender infants ; 
and will you now for a ſuperannuated wretch like 
me, with an extravagant zeal, deſert that very 
lather and your helpleſs babes? Tell me, ſhould 
you drench your bands in the blood of my enc- 
mes, will that recall my youthful vigour ? Will 

E 
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that reſtore my loſt organs to me? When you | 3 | 
have made yourſelf criminal, ſhall I be the les EX , 
miſerable ?—No, replied the young man, but the | Z 
bloody cataſtrophe of a villain will ſtrike every FS . 


guilty mind with horror: to make him a terrible | t] 
example to the world, I will ſeize the monſter | = 
at the foot of the throne, or even of the altar, mn 
and, glutting my poniard in his heart, will thun- 3 10 
der in his ear, © Beliſarius Hiri des the blow.”—And 0 
by wbat right, ſays Beliſarius in a deciſive tone, ; lo. 
do you mean to execute my revenge? Have ! 1 ne' 
transferred a right to you, which I do not poſ- | an 


ſeſs myſelf ? or do yon mean to aſſume that right | 

in defiance of every law ?—Let law be truly ad- N F 
miniſtered, ſaid the young man, and the ſubject | 

will depend upon the juſtice of his country; but | 

fince it 1s perverted, fince it gives no protection 1 man 
to innocence and virtue, but connives at vice. 

and acts in colluſion with the guilty, it is time 4 rins ; 
to abjure civil ſociety, and reſort to the primitive 4 prove 
laws of natural juſtice. My worthy good friend, $ 
replied Beliſarius, that is the reaſoning of ruf- 
fians of every lawleſs banditti! To ſee the Jaws 4 
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Whole 
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warped to evil purpoſes is indeed grievous to a 
Juſt and honeſt mind; but the caſe would | 
ſtill more gnevous, if they were to ſuffer chen 
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evil, but a tranſitory evil; their total overthrow 
would be a laſting calamity. You would firike 
guilt with horror, and yet you are going to en— 
courage it by your example. My calamities, 
thou worthy youth, have inſpired you with no- 
ple ſentiments; would you debaſe thoſe ſenti— 
ments by an atrocions deed? Shall the tender 
ientations of the heart be turned to horror? J 
conjure you, in the name of that virtue which you 
love, diſhonour it not by fatal raſhneſs. Let it 
never be ſaid that virtue has guided the hand of 
an aſſaſſin. 


It their cruelty, ſaid the young ſoldier, had 
ſpent its rage on me, I could perhaps arm myſelf 
with fortitude to bear the worſt; but when a 
man renowned, when Belifarius—— No, I will ne- 
ver forgive it. —But I forgive it, replied Belita- 
rins; nothing but my intereſt in this buſineſs can 
provoke your fury; and if | renounce my own re- 
ſentments, will you go further than I am willing 
todo? Let me tell you, that if I were inclined 
to expiate my wrongs by the blood of my enemies, 
whole nations are ready to arm themſelves in my 


cauſe; but I am reſigned to my fate: imitate my 
example; allow me to be a judge of what is right 


E2 
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ard honourable ; and, if you find within you 
breaſt a ſpirit to encounter death, reſerve that ip. 


rit for the glorions occaſion of ſerving your conn- | 


ry and your prince. 


* *— ——— — 


The ardour of the young ſoldier fubfided a. 
theſe words into wonder and admiration — For- 4 
give me, general, ſaid he, forgive the vehemence | 
which I nov! bluſh to own : the ontrage of your 4 
fortune drove me to exceſs; while you condeipn BY 
my 7.4, excufe it alſo.—I do more. 1a:d Belitu- | ö 
us, J eſteem it; it is the emotion, the tranſport 
ct a generous mind, but let me now direct it = 

Your family will have need of you, live for then: 
and let your children imbibe from you an aver 
hon to the enermes of Belifarius.— Name them 
| taid the young foldier with impatience, and 104 
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promiſe you my children ſhall grow up from th: 
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cradle in mortal hatred of them —My enemics 
rephed Belifarius, are the Scythians, the Hun: | 
the Bulgarians, the Sclavonians, the Perſians, art? 
all the enemies of my country.—Thou miracle 
of virtue! faid the young villager, proſtratiueÞ* 
| himfelf at the feet of the hero. Beli ſarius ems 

braced him, and, taking his leave, There are, 4 J 

he, in this mixed Rate inevitable evils; all that 
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juſt man can do is not to deſerve the portion that 
may be his lot. If, hereafter, the abuſe of pow- 
er, the perverſion of laws, and the proſperity of 
bad men, ſhould move your indignation, think of 
Beliſarius. Farewell! 


— —ů— —— — — —— — — — 2 — 


42 BE LISANI US. 


CHAT. V. 


Turn philofophic ſoul of Beliſarius was now 
upon the point of encountering a trial ſtill, more 
ſevere than any he had yet met with ; but it will 
in this place be proper to relate what happened 
when the hero was firit terzed, and hurried away 


to priſon. 


On the night when he was loaded with fetters, 
and like a ſtate-criminal thrown into jail, amaze- 
ment, grief, and conſternation, filled his palace. 


2 Shs 


The alarm which ſeized his wife Antonina, and : 
Eudoxa his only daughter, gave a picture of de- 


{pair and agony in their moſt ſtriking colours, At 
length Antonina recovering from her fright, and 


calling to mind the favours which the empreſs had f 
laviſhed on her, began to flatter herſelf that her“ 


apprehenhons were groundleſs; ſhe condemned, 
with ſelf-reproach, the weakneſs the had betrayed. 
Admitted to an intimacy and dearneſs with Theo- 
dora, the companion and ſharer of all her ſocial 
pleaſures, ſhe depended upon ſupport from tha! 
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quarter, or at leaſt the belicved that Theodora 
v her friend. In this perſuaſion the attended 
the levee of the empreſs, and falling on her knees 
in the face of the whole court Madam, ſaid the, 
if to have defended and ſaved the empire on various 
occaſions has been the diftinguithed lot of Beliſarius, 
that the guilt now imputed to him may be exa- 
mined in open daylight, and that his accuſers may 
confront him at the tribunal of the emperor, is now 
the recompenſe he aſks for all his generous labours : 
a free trial, and the opportunity of confounding 
his enemies, is the only favour he can with honour 
accept. Theodora made her a fign to rife, and 
with a look of frigid indifference anſwered—If 
Beliſarius is innocent, he has nothing to fear; if 
the charge be true, he is no ſtranger to the cle- 
mency of his maſter, and he knows the ſoft ac- 
ceſſes to his heart. You may withdraw, Madam, in 
full confidence that I regard you; T ſhall not eafily 
forget that I have diſtinguiſhed you by my favours, 


This cold reception, and the abrupt manner of the 
conclufion, quite overpowered Antonina; ſhe re- 
N tired pale and trembhng, and of all the beholders, 
4 not one dared to lift an eye towards her. Barſames, 
heo- Þ& whom ſhe met, would have paſſod her by unnoticed, 
octal 7 


that BY was the mmiſter of the treaſury, and the fa- 


if ſhe had not addreſſed herſelf to him: Barſames 
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vourite of Theodora. She entreated him to inform 
her what was the crime laid to the charge of Beli- 
ſarius. I inform you, Madam ! ſays Berſames; I 
am totally in the dark; a ſtranger to this affair; 
J have nothing in my power; I know nothing, nor 
do I interfere in any thing but the duty of my de- 
partment : if every body followed the ſame rule, 
the peace of the world would be leſs diſturbed. 


Ah! ſays Antonina, the plot, I ſee, is deeply laid, 


and Beliſarius is undone, A little further on the ; 


met a man who owed his all to her, and who, on 


the preceding day, was entirely devoted to her ſer- 


vice. She made an attempt to expoſtulate and cau- 


vaſs the affair with him; but without deigning to 
hear her—I know your misfortunes, ſaid he, and I 
am ſorely mortified ; but I muſt beg your pardon, 
I have a buſineſs to ſolicit, and there 1s not a mo- © 
ment to be loſt : I muſt leave you, Madam; but be | 


aſſured, that nobody is more zealouſly attached to 


you. Antonina went in queſt of her daughter, and 
in an hour's time the received directions to depart 
the city. The old caſtle already mentioned was 


aligned the place of her exile. 


The very fight of this caſtle, ſolitary and in ruin, 
filled the heart of Antonina with conſternation; 


g 
* 
* 
; 
x 
2 
4 
2 


e 


* 

% 
; 
1 
4 
4 
* 
Rf 
: 
: 
1 


* 


"1 * * 
. 8 W. 4 l 3 
2 a 


ruin, 


BELISARIUS 15 
here ſhe confidered herſelf as buried, and a fit of 
ineſs ſeized her ſoon after her arrival. The tender 
Eudoxa, diſtracted by the idea of a father impeacked, 
loaded with irons, and given up.a prey to his 
enemies; diſtracted farther at the tht of a mother 
ready to break her heart with anguih;z underwent 
the ſevereſt agomes of mind. All her days, her 
beſt, her youthful days, were contumed in ofiices 
of tenderneſs to her aſſlicted mother; each night. 
the was bathed in tears, and in that ſuipente of 
pain, when weary nature ſinks down to reft, her 
ſlumbers were ever troubled with the moſt horrid 
dreams. The image of her father plunged into a 
dangeon's glooin, and bending under the weight 
of galing chains, was ever pretent to her; and 
her apprehenfions for her mother increaſed the 
terrors of the vihonary tcene, 


Antonina had been converſant in courts, and 
the thorough knowledge ſhe had of them for ever 
painted to her fancy the rage of perſecution let 
looſe againſt her hutband. What a triumph, ſaid 
the, for thoſe malignant ſpirits, who tor a ſerics 
of years have thought themſelves depreſſed by the 
virtues of a great and virtuous man! how will they 
now exult in Ins downtal! I fe: before me the 


tion; MW ghailly ſmile of malice, the myſierious air of ca- 
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lumny, that aftects to conceal what it knows, and 
would appear tender to the man whom it 1s ready 
to ſtab. Deteſted flatterers! ye fawning ſycophants! 
I ſee ye all, and hear your cruel inſults in our miſ- 
fortunes. Oh, my daughter! in your diſtreſs you 
may at leaſt enjoy the conſolation that you have 
nothing to reproach yourſelf ; as to me, I have 
more reaſon to bluth for my former felicities than 
my preſent calamities. The tage advice, and all 
the prudent leflons, Hur father uſed to give me 
were little heeded by me; they were too impor- 
tunate: in vain he counſelled me to ſhun the baits 
of pleaſure and of courts, to think that my trueſt 
dignity confiſted in ſimplicity of manners, that the 
ſincereſt happineſs was to be found in domeſtic en- 
Joyment, and that it would be the triumph of my 
ſex to bid adieu to vanities that would vaniſh like 
a dream, or end in ſhame. His remonſtrances ap- 
peared to me to be the overflowings of ſpleen, and 
I complained of his ſullen humour to his very ene- 
mies. What giddy inattention was mine! and 
now what a ſad reverſe | The burſting of the ſtorm 
awakened me to reflection, and I never ſaw the 
abyſs till I was tumbling into it. If you knew, 
my child, the cold averted air with which the Em- 
prets diſmiſſed me! even the to whom my foul 
was enſlaved! whole every whim was the rule ot 
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my actions, the inclination of my heart ! Oh ! that 
court, which on the eve of our misfortunes 
{miled with a general complacence on me ! the 
ſalſe, inſidious train! not one of them, when 
they ſaw me leaving it hke an outcaſt, with eyes 
dejected and ſwoln with tears, not one of them 
would acknowledge me ! In courts, my child, mit- 
fortune has the qualities of a plague, and makes 


you ſhunned by all. 


Such were the reflections of this unfortunate wo- 
man, whoſe eyes were now opened to the fallacies 
of courts, though the aſtections of her heart were not 
yet alienated from them. She deſpiſed her former 
vanities, and yet loved them ſtill. 


An entire year paſſed away without any tidings 
of Beliſarius; a conſpiracy had been detected, the 
hero was charged with being the author of it, and 
the voice of his enemies, which was called the 
public voice, pronounced him guilty of the treaſon, 
The principal conſpirators had ſuffered death in 
determined ſilence, without the ſinalleſt intunation 


of their leader; upon this was founded preſumptive 
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proof againſt Beliſarius, and, for want of poſitive 
evidence, he was left to languith in a dungeon, 
= - . 0 * 

in hopes that his death would ſuperſede the ne- 
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ceflity of clear conviction, In the mean time, the 
old diſbanded ſoldiery, who now were mingled 


with the people, clamoured tor the enlargement of 


their general, and were ready to vouch for his in— 
nocence : a popular inſurrection followed, univer- 
ſally menacing to force the priſon doors, unleſs he 
was immediately ſet at liberty. This tumult en- 
razed the emperor. Theodora perceiving it, ma- 
naged artfully to ſcize the moment of ill-humout 
and paſſion, knowing that then only he was capa- 
ble of injuſtice. Well, ſaid the, let him be given 
up to the populace after he is rendered unable t 
command them. The horrible advice prevailed : 
it was the deciſive judgment againſt Beliſarius. 


When the people ſaw him come forth without 
an eye in his head, a general burſt of rage and ha. 
mentation filled the city. Belitarius appeaſed the 


tumult. My friends and countrymen, taid he., 


your emperor has been impoſed upon; every mat 


is hable to error; it is our buſineſs to regret Juſti. 


nian's error, and to ſerve him ftill ; my innocence] 
is now the only good they have left me; let mt 
poſſeſs it ſtill. The revolt which you threat? 
cannot reſtore what I have loft, but it may depriitÞ 


me of the only confolation that remains in my 
breaſt, The ſwelling ſpirits of the populace ul 
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ſided at thete words into a pertect calm; they ot. 
(ered him all they were worth. Belifarius thauked 
them—AIll I will atk, ſays he, is one of your boys 
to guide my ſteps to the aitylum where wy tamily 


expects me. 


The adventure with the Bulgarians carried Beii- 
ſarius out of his way, while Tiberius prefled for- 
ward to the retreat of the exiled family. The rat- 
tling of a carnage in the court-yard of the caſtle 
gave a ſudden emotion of hope and joy to Anto- 
nina and her daughter Eudoxa: the latter ran 
forth in the ſtrongeſt agitations of mind; but, 


alas! inſtead of her father, dilappointed to ſee a 
| youthful ſtranger, ſhe returned diſconſolate to her 


mother, and with a gh pronounced—lIt is not he! 


Anſelmo, a faithful old ſervant in the family, 


| appearing in the court-yard— Pray, honeſt friend, 


{aid Tiberius, is not this the retreat of Belifarius ?— 
His wife and daughter expect him here, taid theo 
faithful Anſelmo, but their hopes have hitherto 


proved abortive; would to Heaven 1 could fufter 


tor him, ſo he were at liberty !—He is at liberty, 
replied Tiberius; he is on his journey hither ; you 


il tee him ſoon ; he ought to have been arrived 
F 
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before now. —Oh! walk in, walk in, and commu— 
nicate the news to his family; I will thew you tlic 
way —Madam; exclaimed Anſclmo, running eagerly 
towards Antonina, I have news for you, madam ; 
rejoice and be of good heart, my maſter lives; he 
is free, they have reſtored him to you; a gene- 
rous young man brings the happy tidings: he 
thought to have found him here. At theſe words, 
Antonina ſummoned up all her ſpirits —W here is 
the generous ſtranger, the virtuous youth who 1n- 
tereſts himſelt in our afflictions? Shew him in; let 
me ſee him. —Antonina uttered theſe words with a 
quick vehemence of joy.—Our miſerics are ended 
now, exclaimed Eudoxa, throwing herſelf upon her 


mother's bed, and folding her in her arms; my 


father lives, he is at liberty, and we ſhall ſee him 
once more : let us, my deareſt mother, forget our 
woes; Heaven has not deſerted us; we all fhal! 
meet again, 


And do you then recall me back to life, ſaid An- 
tonina to Tiberius? has my hutband triumphed 
over his enemies at laſt? Tiberius, inwardly afflicted 
that he had only a mockery of joy to offer them, 
calmly anſwered, that Beliſarius was indeed alive; 
that he had ſeen him, had converſed with him, aud 


3 


— 


W 


- 
2 x - 


» n - —_—. 24 Go ue a ov Afi His 


* 
F - 


* 


Si SBS, %; a: 
* 


"hd K. ; 5 „ 
. . PRs * N 5 0 12 


_ _— 


BELISARIUS. 51 


that, imagining he had before now reached his 


home, he came to tender him the little othces of 
friendſhip and good neighbourhood. 


Eudoxa, whoſe eyes were rivetted to Tiberius, 
plainly ſaw the ſymptoms of infelt grief through 
the ſtruggles of the youth to ſuppreſs them. You 
bring with you, ſaid ſhe, the words of joy and 
comfort to the afflicted, and yet, amidſt the glad- 
ſome tidings, I mark an air of dejection that ſpeaks 
ſome concealed affliction! Does our miſery depreſs 
you then? Give me back my tather; let him return, 
and bring health with him to my unhappy mother, 
then you ſhall ſee whether riches are neceſſary to 
make us happy. 


In tender and pathetic ſcenes like theſe, the 
force of nature is ſo inſinuating, that Eudoxa had 
no need of other charms than the ſentiments ſhe 
uttered to melt and cngage the heart of Tiberius. 


To the grace of her perſon he was inattentive ; 


he only ſaw an affectionate and virtuous daughter, 

whom a becoming firmneſs of mind, pious refig- 

nation, and duty to a father, rendered ſuperior to 

calamity. Imagine not, ſaid he, that the ſenti- 

ments of humanity which I have ventured to ex- 

preſs, have any tincture of pride or inſulting pity. 
F 2 


52 BELISAREU S, 
Whatever be the condition to which Belitarins ay; | 
his family are reduced, their misfortunes will ever FR 
be 1! ufirions, and the object of envy ſtill. Veoh. . 
aovou talk of misfortune ? rephed the mother; it 
they have reſtored my hutband to his liberty, the, 
are conyinced of his innocence ; he mult theretor 
be eſtabliſhed in his former poſſeſlions. 


Madam, faid Tiberius, it would be to keep youu 
in a cruel ſuſpenſe, merely to wound ycu deeper 
at laſt, it I were to cheriſh any ſoothing hopes in 
retpet to his condition. Jo his popularity alone 
eis indebted to his freedom ; the court has yielded | 1 
to the dread of an inſurrection: but in complying 
with the demands of the people, they have tent 


him forth as wretched as they could make him. 'Y 


No matter, ſays Eudoxa, with her amiable ſen— 
ſibility of heart; if they do but leave us a litt 
land to cultivate, we ſhall not be leſs happy than the 
honeſt country-folks whom I 1ſee abroad in che 
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fields. —Grac!ous Heaven! exclaimed Tiberius, the | 


tt and. oth 4 
_ 
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daughter of Beliſarius humbled to this low ſituation 
— 7 his low ſituation ! rephed Eudoxa; it was not 
unworthy of the heroes of Rome, when Rome was | 
free and virtuous. Beliſarius will not bluſh to be 
another Regulus; my mother and I have learn 
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in exile domeſtic cares and the arts of ceconomy : 
my honoured father ſhall wear a coat ſpun by his 
own daughter's hand. 


Tears guſhed down the cheek of Tiberius, as 


5 he marked the pure heartfelt joy that warmed and 
animated the whole frame of the lovely Eudoxa. 
Alas! ſaid he within himſelf, what a piteous ſtroke 

wy will pretently awaken her from this illuſion! With 

10 eyes bent downward to the ground, he ood before 

7 her, immovable, in ſorrow and filence, 
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HAP. VI. 


Brisantes was now entering the court-yard 
of the caſtle, Honeſt Anſelmo ſaw him; advanc— 
ing nearer, he recollected his maſter, and, tranſport- 
ed with joy, pretled eagerly forward to thew bim in: 
but ſoon perceiving that he was bhnd—Oh Heaven, 
ſaid Alſelmo, Oh, my maſter! have I lived to this? 
Theſe words, broken and intermixed with frequent 
fobbings, gave Beliſarius to underſtand that it was 
his old faithful ſervant Anſelmo. The poor fellow 
proſtrated himſelf at the hero's fect, and embraced 
his knees. Belifarins raited him from the ground ; 
and, having ailuaged his grief by exhortations, bid 
him lead the way to has wife and daughter. 


At the fight Eudoxa gave a great ſcream, and 
iwooned away, Antonina, who was ill of a flow 
conſuming fever, was ſeized with the moſt irantic 
violence : with all the force of ſudden fury the 
ſtarted from her bed, and, breaking from the hold 


of Tiberius and the woman that nurſed her, made 


an effort to daſh herſelf againſt the floor. Eudox5 


returning to her ſenſes, and animated by the ſhries: 


n he 
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1 of her mother, few to her atliſtance, and catched 
her in her arms, implored her to forbear out of 
compaſſion to her daughter.—Oh, let me, let me 
die, rephed the diſtracted mother; if I muſt hve, 


FE Cs; hs i 


E I will live to revenge lis wrongs, and to tear piece- 
meal the hearts of his barbarous enemies, The 
monſters of iniquity ! is that his recompente ? But 
for him they would all long ago have been buried 


in the ruins of their palaces: he has prolonged their 
3 


tyranny, that is his crime ! for that he ſuffers; tor 


| ; that he has made atonement to the people. Bar- 


barity unheard of ! deteſted treachery ! the pillar 
of the ſtate! their deliverer ! Execrable court! a 
ſet of blood-hounds met in council! Juſt Heaven, 
are theſe your ways? Behold, innocence is oppreſſed, 


and yon look tamely on ! Behold, the factors of de- 
55 


ſtruction triumph in their guilt! 


„ K 8 


5 Amidit this agony of grief, the ſcattered her hair 
about the room in fragments, and wath her own 
hands defaced her features: now with open arms 


4 


| In ruſhed, upon her lord, and, Claſping him to her 


on poured forth her tears, as if the would drown 
him with her forrows ; then, abruptly turning to her 


daughter — Die, thou wretch ! the ſuid, eſcape tron: 


bad world | here is nought but miſery for yartue, 


End triumph for vice and intamy. 


—— 
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To this violence a mortal languor ſucceeded | 
The ſtorm of patlion gave a fit of momentar | 
ſtrength, the more effectual to deſtroy. In a fe 


hours after ſhe breathed her laſt. 


And now, Tiberius, what a ſcene had you befor 


your eyes? A blind old man, his wite lying dead 
a daughter in the laſt extremity of anguiſh ; tear, 
ſhrieks, and lamentations all around! This was th 
fituation, the ſad cataſtrophe in which fortune ex 
hibiteda family, which for thirty years had flouriſhe! 


in every ſplendour and dignity of life. The words 6 | 
a renowned philoſopher here occurred to Tiberius 


Behold, ſays he, a ſpectacle which Heaven ſurvey; 


with pleaſure ; a great man wreſtling with adyer- 


fity, and by his courage invincible to the laſt | 


or 


an 
} 

I the 
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Beliſarius did not endeavour to control either Hin 
own grief or that of his daughter; he permitie to! 


a free vent to both; but as ſoon as he had paid“ 
nature the tribute of a feeling heart, he reaſlumc« 
his ſtrength, and emerged from his afflictions wid 
true fortitude of mind. 


Though the anguiſh of Eudoxa was not abates 
yet, leſt the ſhould renew her father's troubles, fc 
endeayoured to ſuppreſs her ſorrows ; but ſtill d 
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ad ccncral, as he embraced her, found himiclt 


moiſtened with her tears. - Vou afflict your felt, my 


child. you afllict yourlſeit on account of accidents 


which, inſtead of depreſling us, ought to 1nvigorate 
our ſouls, and raiſe us above misfortune and diſ- 


grace. Your mother, after having atoned tor the 


| errors of her former life, is ſafe in cternal peace. 


She now looks down with pity upon us, and com- 
milerates the lot that detains us in this bad world. 


That cold, inanimated corpſe, winch lies there de- 


void of motion, 1s an emblem of the tranquillity 


her ſoul enjoys. Thus then you behold how yain 


and tranſitory are all the calamities of life; a breath 


of wind comes, and all is vaniſhed. The empire 


and the ſplendour of its court have faded away from 
che cyes of your mother; and now, in the boſom 


ot her God, the beholds this world as a little fpeck 


Jin che immenſty of ſpace. Theſe are reflections 
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founded on wildom; the are reflections that ad- 
Inuniſter to the virtaous mind all its confolation, and 
its beſt ſupport in the hour of adverfity.—Oh ! give 


me that ſupport, aſſiſt my feeble ſex encompailed 


this with wretchedneſs and miſery. I conld have 


F borne up againſt any misfortune that could befall 


ne; but to behold a mother broken-hearted, a 


Fender parent, whom my heart adored, expiring 


vithin my arms! and thus to ſe: von too, thou 
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beſt of fathers, in this deplorable condition, to 


which your enemies have reduced you !—Alas ! ; 
my daughter, replied Beliſarius, in deſpoiling me Wt * 
of my eyes, they did no more than the infirmitic; 5 
of age or death would ſhortly have done; and a; 3 N 
to what reſpects my fortune, you little knew the * 
uſe of affluence, if yon do not know how to diſre- : 

ct | 


gard 1t.—Oh ! witneſs tor me, Heaven, ſaid Eudoxa, . 
it is not the loſs of fortune that can give me a mo- 9 
ment's pain. —Then let nothing diſtreſs your ſpirit, 
replied the venerable father; and with his hand RR 
he wiped the falling tear from her cheek. | 


Beliſarius being informed that a young ſtranger i 
deſired to ſpeak with him, gave him admittance, F s a 
and aſked the intention of his viſit. It is not now 
a time, anſwered Tiberius, to offer conſolation to ; bun 
you : thou illuſtrious unfortunate, I reſpect your E 
1 { 


*1 


ſorrows ; I take a ſhare in your afflictions, and it Wl : 

is my carneſt prayer to heaven that I may hereaſt WF 
5 4 D 

be enabled to aſſuage them; till then, all I can do 255 


f Int! 
1s to mix my tears with yours, | 
arty 


di 
ce 
1 polo, 
un 
listo 


It was now time to perform the funeral obſc 
quies: Belifarins, ſupported and guided by hi 
daughter, attended the remains of his wife to the 
laſt depoſitory, His grief upon the occaſion u 
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: that of a pluloſopher ; it was deep but ſilent; in- 
ö wardly felt, but outwardly compoled : his face was 
5 clouded with melancholy, but a graveand lentunen- 
hk tal melancholy. With a mien erect, and a ſteady 
1 countenance, he did not ſo much ſeem to brave 
he his fortune, as to reſign himſelf to its ſtroke with 
e a dignity of ſorrow. 
u, N 
10 = Tiberius aſliſted at the mournful ceremony; he 
nl, 4 beheld the fond regret of Eudoxa, and he returned 
wy Y deeply affected by the laſt duties which the paid to 
5 the memory of her mother. 
"BR Bclifarius addrefſed himſelf to him in theſe 
Tm Swords: —1 perceive, generous youth, that it is to your 
mw : humanity I am indebted for recommendations on 
"I ny road hither ; inſtruct me who you are, and to 
1 , hat motive I am to attribute your gocd offices, 
a! ly name is Tiberius, replicd the youth; I carried 
1 Fe arms under Narſus in Italy, and I have fince ſerved 
In the wars of Colchis. I was one of the hunting 
Party to whom you applied for ſhelter, and whole 
ob 4 ndiſcretion you ſo properly checked; I have cer 
* ce ſeverely cenſured myſelf for not making my 
* | pology, and requeſting a further favour of you. 
„em placed in a ſtate of affluence : that may be a 
isfortune; but if you will concur with inc, good 
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may be deduced from evil. Near this place I he 
a country-tcat, and it is the height of my ambition 


. . . - 7 
to conſecrate it to the uſe of an exiled hero. It 
will be preſuming upon a tlender title, to tell you ; 
: . — . : AC 
of the reſpect and veneration I entertain for your 
CC 


character: he who loves his country, muſt by a 
natural coniequence teel the diſgrace of Belifarius, 


and with to ſoften his calamities ; but perhaps! 


* 


can urge a claim that will touch you nearer, and 
in ſome degree ſolicit for me. You will not wholly 
deſpiſe the ambition of a young man who pants 
to be admitted to the intimacy of an illuſtrious hero 
that in his converſe he may drink, as it were, at the 
fountain-head of wiſdom, of honour, and of virtue. 
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You pay a compliment to my old age, replied | = 
Beliſarius; but, however, the intereſt you ſeem 
to take in my misfortunes betpeaks a well-turned : * 
ſpirit and an elegance of mind. At preſent you Wl S, 


miſt excuſe me; retirement and ſelf converſe are 


. . . , +. ON 
what I muit now have recourſe to: the agitation . 
3 ies 
of my 1pirits muſt be compoſed by ſilent meditation, 
; rc | 
Hereafter I ſhall fo far accept your propoſal, as to Be ... 
4 . . d = I life 
wiſh to hve in good neighbourhood with you, and 
. * _— 0 _ 1 fd e 0 
to maintain a friendly intercourſe. I have a regam * 
= . * 9 3 GA NL ri 
for youth; in that happy ſeaſon of life, the ou, 
ours 


as yet unhackneyed in the ways of men, is {utcep: 
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ble of every fine impreſſion; the tublime and the 


I beautiful of virtue inflame it with a laudable en- 
FE thufaſm; and worldly patlions have not yet en- 
ö tangled it in their ſnares. Your viſits will ever be 
7 acceptable; call upon me often; I thall be glad to 
: converſe with you. 

A | If I am worthy of that honourable commerce, 
; replied Tiberius, why may I not poſſeſs you wholly ? 
nd 


ly anceſtors will applaud the ute I make of the 
5 patrimony they tranſinitted to me, when it is ren- 
25 | Wdcred ſacred by the retreat of Beliſarius. Honour, 
eeſpect, and reverence, will then be yours, and my 


Swhole houſehold train will learn to emulate my 
ue. . : . . 
Fexample in treating you with every rank ot 
_ EF$cacration. 
led bh 
eem J : 
I read, young man, the characters of virtue in 
nec 8 
il your words, returned Beliſarius; but let us do 
yOu . 4 8 222 
a Pothing raſhly. Give me to underſtand, for it is 
. ar! ; : 
| ow ten years fince I have been ſequeſtered from 
111 1 == 1 : . - ” . 
he world, what is your father's ſtation ? and what 
107. . . . 
re his defigns in regard to your future ſettlement 
as 0 *£ x . . . . 
= lite !— We are deſcended, replied Tiberius, from 
and ; $4 ; x ; 
18 of thoſe families Which Conſtantine tranſplant- 
gad. 1 
” 84 trom Rome, and honoured with his higheſt fa- 
101, 


urs. He was eſteemed and cheriſhed by Jus 
(3 
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ſovereign. In the reign of the emperor Juſtin 
my father acquired no final ſhare of military glory 
In the ſucoceding reign undue preferences wer: 
given to others; at leaſt he thought fo, and he re 
tired in difcontent. Of that diſcontent he hn: 
lince repented, and now for Ins fon he forms 
ſchemes of ambition, which he neglected for him. 


{-1f —Yon have opened enough to me, ſaid Br. BY 
lifarins, and I will not be an obftacle to your ad. 
vancement. You have convinced me that rhe ditp». 


ſitions of your heart are good: the pleaſure ariſin 
from a generons way of thinking ſeems at one? 
ts be your motive and your recompente ; and in. 


deed that pleafure rs the ſweeteſt the mind can | 
feel. But I foreſee a danger of which you are mt} 
aware: by viſiting me, you will involve yourſ{!f 
in the ruin of a man proſcribed, For let me t 
you, my worthy young friend, that a court, whe- 
ther right or wrong in its meaſures, never properly þ + 


reviews its oven deeds ; it never reforms its conduct 
Docs it puniſh a real criminal? He will ſoon br 
forgotten. But has it injured the man of blume. 
eſs integrity? He will be perſecuted with unt 
kenting hatred ; for the very mention of his name 
is a ſatire on the Umes, and his exiſtence is to the 


conſcience of his enemies an unceafing remew- 


brance of guilt, 
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| take upon me all the ilk, fays Tiberius ; I will 


be reſponfible for my conduct. Ihe emperor may 


bac crred, but he is ever open to conviction. 
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It you mean that he will be open to conviction 


ia regard to me, ſays Beliſarius, you muſt not loſe 
Ja thought that way. The mealnre of my woes is 


full; the miſchief is done; aud may the emperor, 
tor the ſpace of his future days, forget it all. 


Since you have gone ſo far, rephed Tiberius. let 


me inſiſt upou a ſurther act of generoſity, to crown 
che whole. Preferve Juſtinian from the eternal re- 
T proach of letting you langwih away the remainder 
T of your days in miſery. The humiliating condut 
in which 1 find you, is ſhocking to humanity, a 
diſhonour to the crown, the horror of every honeſt 


mind, and the utter diſcouragement of all virtue 


ke your OWL 


The virtue, replied Beliſarius, that will be dif 


| N couraged by nusfortunes, is not like my own. Rut 
eo deal frankly, I think it poſſible, as you ſeem to 


Ido, that my wretched condition may awaken the 
Wningicd paſſions of pity and indignation. A poor 
k blind old man can give no umbrage, and may 
Xcitz compaſfon. For that reaſon, I am deter- 
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mined to live in obſcurity. If I made myſelf know: 
to your friends, it was in an unguarded moment, 
when I was provoked by the intemperance of the 
company beyond the bounds of patience. It ſhal 
be the laſt indifcretion of my life, and this aſylum 
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ſhall be my grave. Farewell! The emperor may / 
perhaps be ignorant that the Bulgarians have en-! hi 
tered Thrace ; be ſure to inform him of it. 2 
as 

Tiberius withdrew not a little diſconcerted at tie u 
event of his negociation. The tum of all tha * 


paſſed he reported to Juſtinian. A body of troop BR ,, 
was immediately put in motion; and in a few day: 


the public tranquillity was confirmed by the expul- PE 
fion of the Bulgarians. Now then, ſaid the emperor * 
to Tiberius, we are at leiſure to viſit the unfortu- 21 
nate general. I will paſs myſelf for your father, PIs 
and be upon your guard that nothing fall from you Bu -... 
to undeceive him. Juſtinian had a lodge about WW ron 
half way to the aſylum of Beliſarius. Thither he by 3 
betook himſelf, detached from his train of courtiers, ret 


and the next day proceeded on his viſit to the um 
fortunate hero. 


BELISARIUS, x 65 


* 


: 


* 
F A 
: CHAP. VII. 
Assy is this the hero's reſidence ? Is this the ha- 
FL > hbitation of him who ſo often brought me victory 


and triumph ! Thefe were the words of Juſtinian, 
as he paſſed under an old portico mouldering into 
be ruin. As foon as they entered, Beliſarius roſe to 
1 , 3 receive them. At the ſight of the vencrable man, 
the emperor felt a pang of remorſe and ſhame for 
WES the condition to which he had reduced him. An 


exclamation of grief broke from him, and leaning 


en Tiberms, he covered his eyes with his hands, 
Jas if unworthy to behold the light which the hero 
ſaw no more.—What mean thoſe tones of grief; 
gays Beliſarius.— I have brought my father to ſee 
Hou, rephed Tiberius, and he is ſenſibly touched 
by your misfortunes. Where is he, ſaid the general, 
ſtretching forth his hands. Let him come to my 
embrace; for he has a virtuous ſon —Juſtinian was 
Y obliged to comply with the requeſt, and as ſoon as he 
Felt the old man preſſing to his boſom, his emotions 
rere ſo ftrong and tender, that he was unable to 
fuppreſs his tears and groans,—Reſtrain this violence 
C f pity, ſaid Belifarius; perhaps I am not ſo wretch- 
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mined to live in obſcurity. If I made myſelf know:, 
to your friends, it was in an ungnarded moment, 
when I was provoked by the intemperance of the 
company beyond the bounds of patience. It ſhall 
be the laſt indiſcretion of my life, and this aſylum 
ſhall be my grave. Farewell! The emperor may 
perhaps be ignorant that the Bulgarians have en- 
tered Thrace ; be ſure to inform him of it. 


Tiberius withdrew not a little diſconcerted at the 
event of his negociation. The tum of all that 
paſſed he reported to Juſtimian. A body of troops 
was immediately put in motion; and in a few days 
the public tranquillity was confirmed by the expul- 
fion of the Bulgarians. Now then, ſaid the emperor 
to Tiberius, we are at leiſure to viſit the unfortu- 
nate general. I will paſs myſelf for your father, 
and be upon your guard that nothing fall from you 
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CHAP. VII. 


Axy is this the hero's refidence ? Is this the ha- 
hitation of him who ſo often brought me victory 
and trinmph ! Thefe were the words of Juſtinian, 
as he paſſed under an old portico mouldering into 
rain. As foon as they entered, Beliſarius roſe to 
receive them. At the ſight of the vencrable man, 
the emperor felt a pang of remorſe and ſhame for 
the condition to which he had reduced him. An 
exclamation of grief broke from him, and leaning 
on Tiberius, he covered his eyes with his hands, 
as if unworthy to behold the light which the hero 
ſaw no more.—What mean thoſe tones of grief? 
lays Beliſarius.— I have brought my father to ſee 
you, rephed Tiberius, and he is ſenſibly touched 
by your misfortunes. - Where 1s he, ſaid the general], 
ſtretching forth his hands. Let him come to my 
embrace ; for he has a virtuous ſon —Juſtinian was 
obliged to comply with the requeſt, and as ſoon as he 
felt the old man preſſing to his boſom, his emotions 
were ſo ftrong and tender, that he was unable to 


| ſuppreſs his tears and groans,—Reſtrain this violence 


of pity, ſaid Beliſarius; perhaps I am not ſo wretch- 
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ed as you imagine. Let us diſcourſe a little about 
what concerns yourſelt and this young man, who 
will be a comfort to you in your old age.—Yes, 
rephed the emperor, in ſhort aud interrupted ac- 
cents, yes——if you will condeſcend to let him 
at tend your lectures upon human lite.—Alas ! what 
can I offer, ſaid Beliſarius, that a wiſe and good 


father has not already anticipated ?—You may in- 


ſtruct him, ſaid the emperor, in what I perhaps 
know hitle of, the ways of courts, where he mutt 
paſs his days. For a long time I have had ſo little 
commerce with men, that the world is as new to 
me as it 18 to him. But you, who have ſeen things 
in all their various aſpects, may render him ineſti- 
mable ſervice ;. and therefore I entreat you to un- 
boſom yourlelf to him.—It he wants to give ſtabi- 
lity to fortune, ſaid Beliſarius, I am unfit to read a 
leſſon on that head, as you perceive. Would he 
learn to be an honeſt man at the hazard of all that 
is dear to him? There I can be ot ſome uſe. He 
is born with bright advantages, and that is a pri- 
mary requiſite —Very true, ſaid Juſtinian, he is 
deſcended from a race of noble anceſtors.—That 
was not my meaning ; but, however, that 1s an ad- 
vantage, if not perverted to a wrong uſe. Have 
you ever, young man, continued Beliſarius, reflected 
upon the true idea of nobility ? It is a letter of 
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credit given you by your country upon the ſecurity 
of your anceſtors, in the confidence that, at a pro- 
per period of life, you will acquit yourſei; with 
honour to thoſe who ſtand engaged for you. But 
that credit, ſays the emperor, is often raſhly given. 
No matter, reſumed Beliſarius; it is notwith- 
ſtanding an inſtitution of uſeful policy. I imagine 
to myſelf, when a child of noble deſcent comes into 
the world, naked, weak, indigent, and helpleſs, 
like the offspring of a common peaſant, I then 
imagine to myſelf lis country greeting him in this 
manner: © Welcome, my child! welcome to my 
arms! You will hereafter be devoted to my ſer- 
vice, intrepid, gallant, generous, and heroic as 
your famed forefathers, They have tranſmitted 
to you their own brilliant example; I confer 
upon you their titles and their honours, ſtrong 
reaſons both to rouſe you to an emulation of their 
* virtues.” This is the folemn ſcene I figure to 
myſeif : can yon ſuggeſt any thing to your fancy 
more awfal and ſublime ?—Bat this is rather carry- 
ing it too far, faid Juſtinian.—Not a jot, replied Beli- 
ſarius; in the education of young minds, we muſt 
propoſe nobly to them. Let me add, there is frn- 
gality in dealing out pomp and honours with a li— 
beral hand. For ſuppoſe, upon a fair eſtimate, that 
theſe incentives produce only two or three great 
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men in 2 century: and what then > The ſtate has 
uothing to complain of; nay, it has ample compen- 
lation You, young man, rt be one of thoſe wha 
are to make this compenſation to your country. 
lere addrethog biraſelt to the emperor, You have 
allowed me, ſays he, to fpeak in the ſtyle of a father 
to lins.—Do it, I conjure you, rephed ſuſtinian.— 
Well then, ray fon, you mutt begin with a perfua- 
ſion that nobility is a flame which blazes irrten ſely 
as long it can communicate itſelf, but dies away as 
foon as it wants the proper materials to keep it ahve 
and to tupport it. Be mindful, therefore, young 
man, of your birth, for it impoſes quties on you; 
be mindful of your anceſtors, for the example they 
have left you calls for your utmoft ardour : remem- 
her, that the glory from them devolved upon you, 
ts not an inheritance upon which you are lazily to 
fubſiſt; and, above all things, eradicate from your 
heart that ſupercihous pride which looks big with 
the conterownets of a family maine, and beholds 
with the timorous eye of corn and jealouſy every 
preference obtained by honeſt merit. Ambition 


has in its nature a fpanous fort of noveky, and 


therefore, by a kind of eongenial influence, readily 
intinuates itſelf into the minds of perſons well de- 
ſcended; but this paſhon, when carried to excels, 
is tinged with meanneſs, bke any other motive of 
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the heart. It ſwells with its own importance, be- 
cauſe it affects an air ſuperior to all the duties of 
an honeſt man. Would you mark its operations, 
and know its character diſtinctly? Obſerve the 
bird of prey, how it hovers over the field in a morn- 
ing, and amidſt a thouſand animals marks out its 
deſtined prey; even in the ſame manner ambition 
weakens to its early ſchemes, and plans the future 
deſtruction of ſome ſplendid virtue. Alas! my 
friend, an attachment to felf, which is indeed a na- 
tural propenſity of the heart, becomes enormous in a 
public character, whenever it fixes into a ruling paſ- 
fion. I have known men in my time, who would not 
heſitate to riſk the ſafety of an whole army, or the 
well-being of the ſlate, in order to gratify the 
ſelfiſh views of inordinate ambition. Stung with 
envy at the ſucceſs of others whom they have not 
merit to emulate, they are for ever alarmed with 
the apprehenſion of loſing the honour of ſome 
brilliant action; and were they not reſtrained by 
fear, they would make every enterprize miſcarry 
in which they have not the command : even the 
public good is a calamity to them, unleſs aſcribed 
to their own abilities. 'This ſet of men, whether 
in the cabinet or the field, is the moſt pernicious 
ruca. The man of true honour feels within lim- 
Ulf the beſt intimations of his duty, and he looks 
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for no exterual motive. His God and Ins con- 

icience are the witnelles of his actions, and to them 

only he makes his appeal. A generous opennels 

of heart, a calm deliberate courage, and a prompt 

zeal far the public ſervice, are at once the conftr- 

tuents of true greatneſs, and the beſt evidences of 
it. Pride, vanity, and envy, are the marks of a 

ltthe and a narrow ſpirit. It is not enough that 
you make no pretenſion to the praiſe which you 
have not merited : you watt even poſſeſs the noble 
telt-genial that ean renounce the fame you have 
fairly earned, It muſt ever be remembered, that 
the ſovexeigu is liable to err, for he is no more than 
nan: and the mand ought to be ferearmed with 
the cangderation,. that your country, and the age 
you live. in, may form wrong judgments of you; 
nay, that thoſe pdgments may not be reverted by 
the equity of after times. In that cate, you reutt 
conſult your own heart, and in the manly telt-con- 
ference wnuire, © Were | reduced to the how con- 
dition of Bekfarms, would my innocence fupport 
% me? Wauld the contcimutnets of having dif- 
« charged my duty make even aſliction ſrmile If 
you feed within yourſelt any indeciſion retpectug 
this matter, hve your days in obfcurity: you have 
not, tze materials: of a public character. 
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Alas! ſaid ſuſtiuian, with a deep figh, what you 
expect is above the powers of man; and vou are 
yourlelf a terrible example —My example may at 
firſt appear terrible, replied Behfarius; but, upon 
a cloſer ve, that impreſſion will wear away, Let 
us ſuppoſe, for inftance, that the chance of war, a 
tit of illneſs, or a decay of nature, had deprived me 
of my fight ; it would then have been among the 
common accidents of life, with nothing remark- 
able or pathetic annexed to it. And are not the 
vices of human nature among the incidents of hfe ? 
Are they not, in the ordinary courle of things, as 
mach as the plagne that laid waſte the empire ? 
Does it ſignify by what inftrument we fall? The 
wrath of a toveretgn, the arrow of an enemy, 
or a grain of ſand, they can all diſpatch ns, and 
no matter which. When we enter npon the ſtage 
of life, we muit be prepared for the changes of the 
ſcene. You, Sir, who have ſent forth your fon to 
a courfe of military toil in the ſervice of his conn- 
try; have you no preſentiment, no forecaſt to ſag- 
geſt to you the variety of perils he has to cope with? 
Add to that account the machmations of envy, the 
ſnares of treachery, the mah of diffimulation, and 
clandeftine ftabs of calumny; and if your ſon lives 
to my age without being rumed by them, you will 
allow that he had peculiar good fortune. Exer, 

6 


( 
4 


72 BELISARIUS. 


thing in this life has its counterbalance. 
me now ſuperannuated, blind, and indigent ; the 
tenant of an old caſtle in ruins: but look back to a 
ſpace of thirty years, adorned with happineſs, and 
bright with victory and triumphs; review that 
period, and you will with your ſon the lot of Be- 
liſarius. Come, my worthy neighbour, we mult 
ſummon up a little reſolution : you feel the ſolici- 
tude of a father ; but your ſon, I ſtil] flatter my- 
ſelf, does me the honour to envy me, even now.— 
Moſt aſſuredly I do, exclaimed Tiberius.—But he 
feels a virtuous envy, ſaid the emperor, interrupt- 
ing him; and the object of it is not the ſeries of 
your victories, but that unſhaken courage which 
ſtands at bay with fortune to the laſt.— Courage is 
indiſpenſable, replied Beliſarius; but not merely 
that courage which can look death in the face : 
that is the bravery of the common ſoldier. The 
courage of a general is an elevation of mind ſupe- 
rior to all human contingencies. Who, think you, 
in my eſtimation, 1s the man of true courage ? He 
who, at the utmoſt hazard, nay, at the expence of 
his glory, continues obſtinate in the diſcharge of 
his duty. Such was Fabius, that Roman worthy, 
wiſe, temperate, and firm; who could hear the 
cenſures of mankind for his delay, yet hold the 
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even tenor of his conduct free from the irreſolution 
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of the vain inconfiftent Pompey, who choſe to 
hazard the tate of Rome and the univerſe, rather 


than groan under the intolerable pleatantry. of a 


joke, TI will juſt mention a patiage in my own life. 


In one of my firſt campaigns againſt the Perſiaus, 
the reſh advice of certain turbulent ſpirits in my 
camp prevailed upon me to give battle, much againit 
my own inclination, I loſt the day, For that 
miſconduct I ſhall ever ſtand tclf-condemned. Who 
lets the caprice of opinion be the rule of his 
actions, will waver in uncertainty, without preciſion 
or dependence on himſelf. Let me atk, What 
rould be the conſequence if, before we decide 
with our ſelves to be juit and upright, we ſhould 
reſolve to wait for a dilpatl.cnate age of the world, 
and an infallible prince? We muſt end therefore 
in this conclufion : Keep right onward with firm- 
nels and 1ntrepidity. Perhaps, when you reaeh 
the goal, Ingratitude and Caluumy will be there 
united; but Glory will alto be there; and if not, 


| Virtue may diſpenſe with it: the wil! never fail you. 


Even in the vileſt ſtate of miſery and opprefſlion, the 
will be a faithful tollower; and, oh | my good friend, 
if you but knew how much a ſingle nile of 
Virtue outweighs all the fickle carelles of or- 
tune 


I 


74 BELISARITVS. 


7 
Your every word penetrates my fon), 1ajd Juf 

tinian, in a tender tone of voice, and much em— 
parraſled. How ineſtimably happy is my fon to 
imbibe theſe ſentiments at this period of I'fe ! It is 
in this ſchool that fovereigns ought to ſtudy !—Let 
us ſay nothing of ſovereigus, replied Behifarius; they 
are more to be pitied than we are, —Yes, faid Jul- 
tinian, fituated as they are, with not a friend, at 
leaft without any of ability and couraze enough 10 
guide their ſteps, their cate is lamentable indeed. 
My ton is deſtined by his birth to live in courts : 
it may one day be his lot, in the councils of his 
prince, or perhaps in a more intimate connexion, 
to avail himſelf of theſe yuur lectures for the benefit 
of mankind. Do not diſdain to open and enlarge 
his underſtanding ; proceed to fill his young con- 
ceptions with ſublime ideas of the true art of go- 
verning ; inſtruct him, as you think the friend of 
a ſovereign ought to be. Juſtinian is now near 
his grave ; but his more happy ſucceſſor may have 
the pupil of Belifarius for his friend —Alvs! faid 
the hero, would it were in my power once more, 
before I die, to be of ſervice to my country ! Bul 
the obſervations my experience has made will be 
thought the reveries of a viſionary old man. And 
indeed in theory ſyſtems are eaſily ſettled ; difficul- 
ties riſe and diſappear. The projector is maſter oi 
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his coinbinations, and he arranges them at his cate. 
Le adapts every thing with facility to all emerge 

cies and the withes of mankind : he {fancies him 

ſolf free from the influence of patlion, an unerriny; 
philoſopher, exempt from frailties, always enlight- 
encd, moderate, and wile. A tweet illuſion tlas, 
and not likely to laſt long, but that the theoriſt ſoon 
extricates himſelf out of embarratinents, and has 
the reins of government in his own hounds Pn! 
this illuſion has its uſe, ſaid the young wan; to! 
even tie chinwrical idea os the beft poflible ttem 
may be the model of n good, tough nap riot, in- 
ſtituti. n. — I with it mv, replied Biifarins ; but I 
am not ſinguinc enough to hohe it. The 1icry worlt 
arrangements of civil policy, and the rack defective 
forms of government, have their admirers and tlic ir 
zealots. —-] will venture to promite on my part, ſaid 
Juſtinian, that your ſpeculations will not be thrown 
away, if you will deign to communicate them to 
my ſon.—With all my heart, replied the hero; you 
deſerve that I ſhould be open and ingenuous with 
you. One condition I have to exact, and that is, 
entire ſecrecy, during the preſent reign, iu regard 
to our confidential talk.— And why that caution ? 
ſad Juſtinian.—- Becauſe I am not willing, replied 
Belifarius, to grieve an aged emperor's broatt, at 
cloud the ſunſet of his days with a proſpect of cn 
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v. liich he has not power to dif} e! — Such was tle 


{irit interview between them, 


Ou his way back, What an indelible diigrate, 
ſ:1d Juſtinian, not to have known and diſlinguiſhed 
fucha man! It is thus, my bet Tiberius, it is in 
this manner we are deceived, and rendered tyrants 
againft the inclination of our hearts. 

The emperor was haunted all night by the image 
of Beliſarius. The next day he ſaw him be ſore his 
eyes in every apartment of the palace, In the even- 
ing, about the ſame hour, he ſet out to enjoy the 
melancholy pleaſure of a ſecond meeting. 
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Brrisakxlus was walking a little way on the 
road with his guide. At fight of him, Juſtinian 
alighted from his carriage, and familiarly began 
You find us deep in meditation, repreſenting to our- 
ſelves the injuſtice of the ſentence which wicked 
men extorted from an aged emperor. My fon and 
were engaged in a ſerious train of reflections upon 
the wretched ſtate of ſovereigns, and the dangers 
that furround them. I could not help thinking it 
a wonderful event in the hiſtory of human aflairs, 
that a whole people, conſiſting of free-born men and 
equal all by nature, ſhould with one joint-aſſent 
refgn their rights into the hands of a fingle perſon, 
a weak individual, a feeble mortal like themſelves, 
ſubject to the ſame infirmities, open to impoſition, 
liable to ſelt-deluſion, and prone to errors, which in 
a moment may prove deſtructive to millions !—And 
do you imagine, ſays Beliſarius, that ia a ſenatc, 
or an aſſembly of the people, there is more ſafety, 
creater wiſdom, or a fteadier adminiſtration of 
juſtice ? Was it under a monarchy that Camillus, 
Themiſtocles, and Ariihdes, were proſcribed ? To 
113 
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multiply the members of government, is to mu! 
tiply its vices, for every individual mingles his own 
The moſt ſimple form of government is the mol 
cligible: and whether ſtates were founded upon 
conqueſt or original compact, whether mankind 
agreed to transfer their natural rights to the civil 
magiſtrate, or were by fuperior force ſubdued into 
political ſociety; in either caſe it was reaſonable, 
that the moſt renowned for wiſdom or for valour 
ſhould attract the popular regard, and gain the ge- 
neral ſu frage in his favour. I am not therefore ſur- 
priſed that the magiſtrate or the hero ſhould be fe- 
lected for the government of the whole; but that 
a ſingle perſon could be found willing to accept ſo 
painful a pre-eminence, is matter of aſtoniſhment. 
— This part of the argument, ſaid Tiberius, is not 
ſufficiently clear to my apprehenfion.—To form 2 
diſtinct idea, rephed Beliſarius, it will help you 
much, if you will figure to your fancy the tirit 
formation of a ſtate, and place yourſelf alternately 
in the different characters of the people and the 


ſovereignu. 


Where is the riſk, the people may be ſuppoſcd 
to ſay, what hazard do we run in giving ſupremacy 
toa king? With the good of the whole we blend 


tus happineſs z we make them but one thing; tuc 
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force of thc community becomes the ſtrength'of 
the crown; upon the general weal his glory is gratt- 
ed; and the regal character is at once der;iy<d from 
the people, aud ſupported by them. "The general 
love of his ſubjects will be his true telt-love, and lus 
beſt intereſt will be found in juſtice, moderation, 
and beneficence. This muit have been the poli— 
tical creed of mankind. —Þut they did not take 
into their account, ſaid ſuſtinian, the pattions aud 
the complication of motives that encompals a 
prince. Very true, replicd Beliſarius; they only 
thought of an inſeparable union of intereſts between 
the ſovereign and his people; that there ever could 
be a ſeparation of thoſe intereſts, and that the two 
parts of the body-politic thould live in a ſtate of 
mutual hoſtility, did not enter into their idea. 
Uſurpation appeared to them a kind of ſuicide, that 
could only procecd from a total privation of reaſon: 
and ſhould the pringe be ſcized with ſo extravagant 
a frenzy, they relied upon the witdom of the legiſ- 
lature to controul the pailtons of a man grown an 
enemy to himielf, They forelaw indeed that many 
might find their intereſt in miſchief and evil deed; ; 
but they pertuaded then:tely es, that ſuch a conte- 
deracy in vice would be a finall minority, againit 
winch a great ſuperiority of good and honett men, 


with the prince at their head, would always pre- 
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brilliancy, the ſovereign is no more than mere man. 
overwhelmed wita ſplendid cares, diſtracted with 
anxietics; a ſelf-conſuming votariſt for the public 
good, and a victim to hs duty, if he be zealous to 
perform it; an objert of ſcorts if he neglect it, and 
of deteſtation ſhouid he betray it. Under perpe- 
tual reſtraint, and fluctuating for ever betwixt good 
and evil, he finds himſelf environed with enemies 
to Lis quiet, with painful vigils, devouring cares, 
a texlious apathy, that make him weary of himſelf, 
and ends in a diſtaſte to every thing. Behold there 
the portrait of a king! It is true, invention has ex- 
hauſted itſelf to make his enjoyments counterba- 
lance his cares; but his cares are numberleis, and 
his pleatures are confined within the ſcanty circle 
of his wants. The ligbeſt luxury is not ingenious 
enough to give him one new organ of ſentation; 
aud while pleaſures ſolicit him on every fide, nature 
quite haraſſed down forbids enjoyment, and the 
palled appetite refuſes all, Thus every thing about 
lim is ſaperfluity ; his extenſive palace is but a void 
immenſe, of which he occupies a little corner; 
under crimſon curtains and gilded ceilings he ferks 
in vain that ſweet repoſe which dwells in the 
peaſant's cottage ; and at his table, the pleaſure 
of the manarch ends when appetite craves no 
wore. 


9 
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] perceive, ſaid 'Fiberins, that every thing can- 

not be enjoyed, where every thing abounds ; 

but is the pleature of chooting nothing in the ac- 
count? 


Alas, young man! exclaimed Belifarius, my 
worthy yourg man! you are not acquainted witli 
that incurable diſcate, ſatiety, It is the moſt fatal 
langnor of the mind. Are you acquainted with 
the cauſe of it? The power of enjoying with faci- 
lity makes us liftleſs, and diſguſted at every thing. 
Either our defires have not time to revive, or they 
revive only to loath the affluence that invites too 
ſoon. Art has weaned itſelf in ſtudying delicacies 
to provoke and quicken the languid appetite ; but 
the powers of perception are decayed, the inlets of 
pleaſure are obſtructed, the incentives to action are 
extinguiſhed in the foal, and delight itſelf has loit 
both its allurements amd its gratifications. Woe to 
the man who can command every thing with a 
with ! for as, on the one band, the predominant 
idea of a total privation faps all the vigour of the 
mind, by fixing a train of corroding reflections; to, 
on the other, a conſtant habit of enjoyment gives 


inſipidity to what were otherwiſe exquiſite, and 
thus lite loſes its reliſh. 


g 
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You will grant me, however, interpoſed Tiberius 
that there are refined and ſenſible delights, in the!y 
nature proper for the grauacation of a monarch, 
which are always ſure to give rational enoyrucat, 
without the danger of diſguſting by repetition.— 
As for inſtance ? ſays Bclitarms.—The love of 
glory, for inſtance, replied the young man.—But 
vhat ſort of glory? —Why of all the various claſſes 
of glory, renown in arms mult bold the foremoY? 
place —Very well; that is your poſition : and do 
you think the pleature that ſprings from conqueſt 
has a ſincere and laſting charm in it? Alas! when 
millions are ſtretched in mangled heaps upon the 
field of battle, can the mind in that fſituation taſte 
of joy? J can make allowance for thote who have 

met danger in all its ſhapes ; they may be permit- 
ted to congratulate themltelves, that they have ei- 
caped with their lives; but in the caſe of a king 
born with ſenſibility of heart, the day that ſpills a 
deluge of human blood, and bids the tears of na- 
tural affection flow in rivers round the land, that 
cannot be a day of true enjoyment. I have more 
than once traverſed over a field of battle; I Would 
have been glad to have ſcen a Nero in my place; 

the tears of humanity muſt have burit from lim. 

I know there are princes who take the pleaſure of 

a campaign, as they do that of hunting, and who 


of 
teri 
terr 
que 
the 
mea 
a bu 
to d. 
pula! 
an a 
tain ] 
from 
of Cy 


hi To/ 


7 5 62 


ie / Ca 


BELISARIUS. 85 


end forth ther people to the tray, as they let flip 

their dogs; but the rage of conqueſt is like the 
unrelenting temper of avarice, which torments it- 
ſelf, and is to the laſt inſatiable. A province has 
been invaded ; it has been ſubdued; it lies con- 
tiguous to another not yet attempted : deſire be- 
gins to kindle; invaſion happens after invaſion ; 
ambition irritates itſelf to new projects, till at 
length comes a reverſe of fortune, which exceeds, 
in the mortification it brings, all the pride and joy 
of former victories. But to give things every flat- 
tering appearance, let us ſuppoſe a train of unin- 
terrupted ſucceſs : yet, even 1n that caſe, the con- 
queror puſhes forward, like another Alexander, to 
the limits of the world, and then, like him, ra- 
meaſures back his courſe, fatigued with triumphs, 
1 burthen to himſelf and to mankind, at a loſs what 
to do with the immenſe tracts which he has depo- 
pulated, and melancholy with the reflection that 
an acre of his conqueſts would ſuffice to main— 
tain him, and a little pit-hole to hide his remains 
from the world. In my youth I ſaw the ſepulckrc 
of Cyrus; a ſtone bore this inſcription : I Cyrus, 
he wwhn ſubdued the Perftan empire. Friend, whoever 
thou art, or wherever thy native country, envy me nt 


the feanty ſpace that covers my clay-cold afhes*, Alus 


* Vicc Plutarch's life of Alexander. 
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{nd J, turning aſide from the mournful epitapl; 


i it worth while to be a conqueror ! 


Tiberius interrupted him with aſtoniſhment : 
Can theſe be the ſentiments of Beliſarius?— Mes. 
voung man, thus thinks Beliſarius: he is able to 
decide upon this ſubject. Of all the plagues which 
the pride of man has engendered, the rage of con- 
queſt is the moſt deſtructive. —I muſt give up the 
point, ſays Tiberius, but ſtill there is a prerogative 
of enjoyment, a gratification worthy of kings, and 
that 1s the ſupreme delight of ſerving mankind, a 
pleaſure ſpringing from the happineſs of millions.— 


Ay! rephed Beliſarius, if a king could be ſure of 


making a nation happy, his acceſſion were an »h- 
ject of envy ; aſcending his throne he would rite 
to the great pre-eminence of diſpenſing public good, 
and guiding the reins of government for the wel- 
fare of mankind. This would be a ſacred privilege! 
that a generous mind ſhould ſacrifice the repole of 
life to this great ambition would not be a matter 
of aſtomſhment. But addrets yourſelf to the auguſt 
old man who now reigns over you, and deſire to be 
informed by him, whether to diſcharge the duties 
of his ſtation is an eaſy taſk ?—That a prince has 
done his utmoſt, rephed Juſtinian, to promote the 
welfare of his ſabjects, to make their burthen light, 
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and to deſerve the love of his people, a nation may 
ſometimes be willing to believe. 


They may believe it, ſaid Beliſarius, and ſome 


princes, even dureng their lives, have obtained that 


glorious ſuffrage. It has been the recompenſe of 


their upright government; their 1weetelt retribu- 
tion. But without ſome ſingular event to give ſin— 


cerity to public teſtimonials, unleſs ſome great and 


trying conjuncture happen, when the ſentiments of 


the people may be ſuppoſed to burit forth in the 
honeſt eftuſion of their hearts, what prince can fiat- 
ter himſelf that the addretics he receives are not 
ſuborned? How can he perſuade himſelf that he 
hears the real ſcnſe of the nation? His conrtiers 
vouch for it; but who is reſponſible for then: ? 
While the ſong of revelry echoes through the palace. 
how ſhall he be aſſured that in the remoter parts 
of his dominions the dome of the viceroy is nt 
filled with the complaints of injured men, and the 
cottage of the labourer with groans of miſery? The 
public feſtivals are nothing but ſcenes acted before 
him, and the applauſe he meets is too often pre— 
concerted. He ſees the vileſt of mortals canonized 
tor deities; and though the vain tyrant, whoſe days 
are ſpent in one continued round of voluptuoutnels, 
may imbibe the incente which adulation offers, vet 
EY 
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the man of virtue, who made his reign a paint 
endeavour to do all the good that depended on him, 
cloſes an honourable lite in anguiſh, and detcend; 
to the tomb of his anceſtors without ever being fare 
that he had one fincere friend. When I reflect 
that Juſtinian is in this ſituation, and that he 1; 
likely to carry with him to his grave a perſua— 
ſion that Beliſarius was a traitor, and never love 
him, I own myſelf ſorely gneved : it is a ſtab ty 


my very heart. 


No! exclaimed the emperor with impetuoſity, 
(and then recollecting himſelf ſuddenly) No, ſaid 
he in a more deliberate accent, a prince is not al- 
ways unhappy to ſuch a degree, as not to Know 
that in the courle of his reign he has been truly 


loved. 


Be it ſo, replied Beliſarius; he knows that he 
is loved, and yet even this ſweet reflection is daſhed 
with bitterneſs. Certain it is, the good of his peo» 
ple muſt be dear to him, in proportion as he thinks 
himſelf dear to them; and in conſequence, what- 
ever good he does, or whatever evil he wards oft 
from them, the account appears to him, in the ge- 
neral maſs of good and evil, ſo inadequate to his 
wiſhes, and at length, in the evening of a long aud 
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ſtormy life, he ſeriouſly puts the queſtion, Nat 
good ſium e I done F Struggling with adveriitics, and 
yet unable to ſubdue them, what mult be his regret 
when he fits down contcious of his feeble efforts, 
and ſees himſelt a flave to the emergencies of the 
day, obliged to govern by expedients only ? Marcus 
Aurehus 1s the prince upon record who beſt de- 
ſerved to ſee the world happy under his adminiſ- 
tration, and yet what a reign was his? A ſcene of 
wild commotion, in which all the accumulated 11s 
of life ſeemed to crowd themſelves together. One 
would have thought it an inſurrection of all nature, 
a general conſpiracy to baffle every effort of wiſ- 
dom and of virtue. It is a melancholy taſk, that 
he who raiſed a temple to Berefreence, was doomed 
to ſee the blackeſt period of diſtreſs and miſhry. 
But not to go ſo far back for examples, was ever a 
reign more diftingmſhed for activity, for vigour, 
and apparent ſucceſs, than this of Juſtinian ? A 
ſeries of war and victory in three quarters of the 
world for thirty years together; the loiles of a 
century repaired in one reign ; the people of the 
North and of the Weſt exterminated beyond the 
Danube and the Alps; tranquillity eſtabliſhed 
through all the provinces of Afia; kings over- 
thrown, and led in triumph; the deſolation of a 
plague, the waſte of invaſions, and the ruin of 


13 


00 BELISARIUS. 


earthquakes effaced almoſt from the memory of 
man by the reftoring hand of unwearied virtue; 
places of defence and temples without number, the 
former built from the ground, and the latter deco- 
rated with every ſplendid ornament! Theſe were 
the works of Juſtimian's reign ; imperial works 
how glorious ! how magnificent! And yet what a 
falling off ! Behold lum now in the dechne of old 
age; what has he done? That victorious arm was 
never able to fix the empire upon a durable foun- 
dation; at this very inſtant it totters to its ruin; 
that 1s at laſt the cloſe of all his labours, the fruit 
of ſo many triumphs.—Let this, Tiberius, be a letion 
to you; let it inſtruct you to view with pity the 
ſplendid miſery of kings, to rejudge their actions 
with lenity, and, in particular, to conceive no dil- 
affection to a venerable ſovereign, on account of 
the ills which he has let fall, or the good which 


he has omitted to do. 


You alarm me, ſaid Tiberius, with theſe re- 
fleions; my firſt advice to any friend of mine 
upon a throne ſhall be to abdicate it.—To abdi- 
cate it! rephed Beliſarius; that you will not do; 
courage will never be the adviter of detertion. 
Were you ever induced by penl and fatigue to 
abandon the ſword ? there is no difference in ths 
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view of things, between a ſword and a ſceptre. It 
is inzumbent upon every man to crowd into his 
life all the duties he can. Endeavour not to con- 
ceal from your friend that he muſt inevitably be a 
victim to thoſe about him; but make him ſenſible, 
at the ſame time, that there is a pleature as well 
as pain in being thus ſacrificed, and that, in 
order to inſure his true recompenſe, he muſt in- 
flame his imagination with the enthutiaſm of public 
virtue, and muſt thence deduce the tweet reward 
of all his generous labours. —And where is this 
reward to be met with? interpoſed Tiberius lt 
conſiſts, returned Beliſarius, in our own inward 
conſciouſneſs; it is purely ſentimental, and ſprings 


out of the reflection that we find within our 


breaſts, the active principles of humanity, ſocial 
affection, generous ſympathy, thoſe amiable quali- 
ties which conſtitute the dignity of our nature, and 
merit the approbation of earth and heaven. Can 
you imagine that a king has ſuch contracted views 
as to riſe in a morning to balance the account of 
what he may merit in the eourſe of the day? His 
language to himſelf, I take it, muſt be, Awake! 
ariſe ! and with you let juſtice and benevolence 
open their eyes on the world, Diveſt yourſelf of 
little ſelfiſh paſſions, of your ſchemes of private gra- 
tihcation, and reſign even the repoſe of your life, 
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You do not live for yourſelf alone; the ſoul of a 
whole pcople ſtirs within you ; your will 1s the will 
of millions, and properly promulgated receives the 
ſanction of law. Let the law then be the rule of 
your government, and remember that on the hap- 
pineſs of numbers your own intereſt is grafted, 
You are moved, Tiberius your hand trembles in 
mine] let me bid you relt aſſured, that the very 
tears of virtue have inexpreilible delight. Virtue, 
it is true, cannot aſcertain a conſtant good unmixed 
with evil; but is there ſuch a thing in human life? 
And if there is, for whom is it reterved ? For the 
inactive, the wicked, and unworthy ? 'The miſchief 
which a patriot prince cannot remove, draws tears 
from his humanity, but they are not the bitter tears 
of envy, remorſe, and turpitude. They are the 
pleaſing ſorrows of Titus, who weeps that he has 
loſt a day : they are pure as the ſource from which 
they ſpring. You may therefore aver to your 
friend, and pray aver it with energy, as if ſome 
god were breathing through you, that armed with 
virtue he will never know the pang of envying 
the fortunes of the vile and wicked. But this con- 
ſtancy of mind, this true ſupport of virtue, is nt 
the ſpontaneous growth of the human breaſt ; the 
ſpirit of a young prince mult be attempered to it; 
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and how he is to be initiated, we will make the 


lubject of to-morrow's interview, 


He moulds me to his will, ſaid Tiberius to Juſ- 
tinian; his power over my foul is irreſiſtible ; he 
tinks, iuflames, and elevates at his own diſcretion — 
Ile tears my very heart, replied the emperor ; then 
fetched a deep ſigh, and remaned a conſiderable 
time in penſive ſilence. To diſpel the gloom the 
court tried all its gaieties, but every endeavour was 
frutleſs importunity. On the morrow, having 
ſignified his inclination to take a ſolitary walk, he 
ſtruck into a neighbouring wood; Tiberius was 
there in waiting, and together they went to their 
appointment. The young man did not fail to re- 
vive the topic which had been promiſed, and Beli- 
tarius procecded in the following manner, 
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1 T has been made a queſtion, Whether it be poſ- 
ſible to love virtue for its own ſake only? So ge- 
nerous a principle, it muſt be acknowledged, 15 
the ſublime inſtinct of certain choſen ſpirits. I call 
it an inſtinct : for whenever it is the work of re- 
flection, it degenerates into intereſt ; nor can this 
propoſition be underſtood to derogate from human 
nature. I will thew you, that virtue, like friend- 
ſhip, reſines itſelf by degrees from the drols of in- 
tereſt, and takes a more exalted nature : the oper- 
ations of one will illuſtrate the other, 


It is to views of convenience, of pleaſure, and 
utility, that friendſhip owes its origin. The effect 
in the proceſs is detached from the caute : the mo- 
tives ſubſide, and the ſentiment produced keeps 
poſſeſſion of the heart; a ſecret charm 1nfinuates 
itſelf, and by the force of habit mingles with our 
very love of exiſtence. In this ſtate of the mind, 
uneaſy ſenſations may take place inſtead of pro- 
miſed joys ; but ſtill, the heart which has taſted of 
friendſhip will, rather than renounce it, forego all 


BELISARIUS. 93 


ihe ſoothing comforts it expected to enjoy. F riend- 
ſhip is a ſympathy which commences in gaiety and 
exultation, and gathers ſtrength in the hour of 
affliction. The ſame may be attirmed of virtue. 
To engage your attections, it mult firſt attract by 
an appearance of the agreeable or the uſeful: for 
before we are enamoured of her, we love ourſelves; 
and till we know of the real ſweets of virtue, we 
look for gratifications very d:iterent from what ſhe 
aftords. When Regulus, in the ſpring of life, be- 
held her for the firſt time, the ſtruck him with 
the pomp of triumph and the ſplendour of glory. 
Whether he abandoned her afterwards, when the 
had nothing to give but fetters, the torture, and 
the tuneral pile, need not now be mentioned. 


You muſt therefore begin by founding the tem1- 
per of the prince, and ditcovering the objects that 
chiefly ſtrike his fancy. Jo be tree, powerful, rich, 
obeyed by lus ſubjects, eſteemed through life, and 
happy in the proſpect of future tame, will perhaps 
be the prevailing defires. Inform him, therefore, 
that from virtue alone he can obtain what he pants 


for, and you will not miflcad him. 


There is a ſecret in the art of governing, too often 
concealed from the pride of kings, in Which every 
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well-diſpoſed prince ought to be early inſtructed 
and that is contained m this ſober truth : there 15 
no abſolute power except that of the laws, and he 
who aims at deſpotiſm enſlaves himſelf. For what 1; 
law but the will of the whole community, expreſſed 
by one man, in the ſame manner as his power is 
the whole force of the ſtate collected in himſelf ? 
But when the will ef man is erected in oppoſition 
to the whole, the force of the body-politic will 
then be ſet againſt the prince, who reſorts to the 
practice of dividing, weakening, and ſubverting the 
ſtrength of the kingdom; or, perhaps, at length 
he is in open arms againſt it. Inſtead of being 
the father of his people, he is now their tyrant : he 
governs by intrigue, and ſtrives by little arts of 
policy to delude, ſurpriſe, alarm, and terrify his 
{ubjects into a tame ſubmiſſion; or elſe he reſorts 
to lus agents of deſtruction, who ſell the blood of 
their countrymen, and march ſword in hand through 
the realm, covering all with deſolation, till mur- 
der has taken off every honeſt man who dared to 
reſiſt the yoke and vindicate the rights of nature. 
Hence the rage of civil commotions, in which a 
brother ſays to his brother, Die, or yield to the 
tyrant, who has paid me for cutting your throat. 
Proud of an uſurpation maintained by force of 
arms, or founded on ſuperſtition, the tyrant com 
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gratulates himſelf : but let his heart tremble with- 
in him, if he ever ceaſe to pamper the pride, or 
controul the licentiouſneſs, of his deteſted party. 
While they ſerve him, they chain him to themſelves 
by his fears ; and for the obedience they pay their 
captive king, they demand in return impunity for 
their crimes. Being thus grown the oppreſlor of 
one part of his ſubjects, he is a ſlave to the other; 
as mean and abject to the bad, as fierce and domi- 
neering to the good. Conſtraincd to manage with 
his accomplices, he is obliged to ſtudy how to gra- 
tify them, that the paſſions which liſted on his fide 
may not revolt from him; for he knows their fierce 
and dangerous quality, ſince they have already 
marked their way with ruin, and broke aſunder all 
the ties of nature and hamanity. The tyger, trained 
to the chaſe, and educated by man to the ſkill of 
devouring, will fly at his maſter, if a ſhare of the 
prey be with-held from him. The tyrant's com- 
pat with his factors of miſchief is preciſely the 
ſame, 


The ſupreme power, therefore, as it approaches 
to tyranny, becomes feeble in proportion, and de- 
pends for ſupport upon the men who have leagued 
themſelves againſt the conſtitution. It muſt be 


ever attentive to the tools of a party, leſt they ſhould 
K 
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make a deſection to the intereſt of their country, 
Every mark of compliance, reſpect, aud the moſt 
ſervile toleration, muſt be paid to them, to the 
utter ſubverſion of juſtice, and the neglect of all 
ſound policy. The prince muſt deſcend to the 
meaneſt deferences, the moſt flagrant partality, 
the humbleſt diſſimulation, and even ſo low as to 
wear the ſmiles of content, with reſentment at his 


heart. 


'The prince that would govern according to the 
true ſpirit of civil policy, muſt make the laws the 
ſole rule of his conduct ! for his authority is in- 
ferior to the laws, founded upon the will and the 
whole force of the community. He will, in that 
caſe, know no enemies but the baſe and wicked, 
the common enemies of ſociety. Whoever intereſts 
himſelf in the ſupport of order and the public tran- 
quillity, is an affertor of the ſovereign authority 
which protects him. Every citizen, in the declared 
foe of his prince, beholds his own perſonal enemy. 
Party-diviſion is baniſhed from the ſtate, and the 
ſovereign, in league wath his people, is rendered 
rich and powerful by the wealth and power of his 
people. Under noneceſtty to intrigue with parties, 
he reigns in freedom, perhaps in juſtice, with his 
crown firm and unſhaken on his head. Has adnu- 
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niſtration, fixed upon the batis of law and publi. 
ſecurity at home, becomes retpectable to foreian 
powers; and, as he is never inſtigated by caprica 
and pride to wage a war of ambition, his armie*, 
maintained and regulated under proper diſcipline 
are ready to take the ficld with vigour and with 
ſpirit, when the public cauſe demands the exertion 
of the ſtate againſt the author of civil diſcord, or 
the foreign uſurper. Oh, my friend ! let juſtice 
be the baſis of the ſupreme authority, and the love 
of a grateful people will not fail to be its moſt in- 
vigorating principle, and its beſt ſupport. 'The 
fave will fight reluctantly for his priſon and his 
chains; but the citizen, who is ſecure in his civil 
rights, who loves his prince, and is reciprocall y 
beloved, will hazard himſelf in the defence of the 
anthority to which he is indebted for his own pro- 
tection. Amidſt the hardſhips of the campaign, 
and the perils of battle, he feels himſelf inflamed 
with the idea that he is ſtruggling for his fires and 
his altars, for all that can be dear to him. 


Ah! theſe leflons, ſaid Tiberius, fink deep into 
my heart: they are delivered with words that burn; 
they kindle a flame in the ſoul. When ſhall I be 


able to inſpire the breaſt of kings with ſentiments 
like theſe |! 
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It is now clear, replied Beliſarius, that the true 
ſplendour and authority of ſovereigns are founded 
on juſtice ; that virtue and beneficence ſtrengthen 
the foundation; and the molt abſolute prince is he 
who reigns in the hearts of his people. From what 
you have ſaid, interpoſed Tiberius, it is now plain 
that true policy and reaſon are convertible terms; 
and that the art of governing conſiſts in following 
the ſuggeſtions of wiſdom and of virtue.—You are 
perfectly right, replied Beliſarius; nothing can be 
more ſimple, more eaſy in the practice, and ſure 
of its eflect. The emperor Juſtin, originally an 
honeſt peaſant of Illyria, who came to a throne from 
the plough, found the way to endear his adminit- 
tration to mankind. Was it owing to his 1k1ll in 
politics? Far from it; it was owing to the rectitude 
of his mind, and the amiable diſpoſitions of bis 
heart. Were it my lot to govern, I ſhould en- 
deavour to occupy that great example. Far be 
from the breaſt of a prince that fly, flow policy, 
that looks with an oblique eye upon every thing. 
It looks about indeed with a kind of indirect pru- 
dence, and recoils in time from rocks and precipices; 
but it is quietude at beſt. How unlike the ſerenity 
enjoyed by him who loſes all thoughts of felt in 


the love of millions, and is therefore leſs expoled 


than the moſt wary, circumſpect, and ſuſpicious 
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tyrant! But the misfortune is, the prince is too 
often alarmed by artful and deſigning men: he is 
taught to conſider his people as an enemy to be 
dreaded ; and that dread, as ſoon as impreſſed, 
lends reality to the ideal danger; for it gives birth 
to miſtruſt, and miſtruſt is the mother of hatred and 
of malice. 


You have obſerved that a prince, a man almoſs 
ſolitary and without connexions, has his cares and 
wants contracted into very ſcanty limits; that at 
lis eaſe he commands all the real good in life; that 
he is narrowly circumſcribed ; and all beyond a 
a ſmall circle is vanity, illuſion, and deceit. While 
nature preſcribes to him to be moderate in his de- 
ſires, all things about him irritate his paſlions, and 
ſtimulate intemperance. Alas! were it his aim 
% live in harmony with his people, he would have 
uo party but bis ſubjects, no intereſt but that of. 
te ſtate. How dutterently are things circumſtanced 
xt preſent ! All confidence is extinguiſhed ; the 
uecellity of being ever guarded againſt a turbulent 
ad ſeditious populace is inculcated ; and a ſtanding 
army is maintained to territy thole who ihould be 
cheriſhed by their ſovereign. By theſe moans the 
prince lives at variance with his ſubjects; his party, 
s formed, and Ambition, with a train of inordiuate 
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defires, ſtalks at the head of it. This hydra of faction 
is ever inſatiable, and yet unconſtitutional means 
maſt be tried to ſatisfy its rapacity. Here then is the 
firſt ſpring of that monſtrous diſtinction, which we 
have known in the empire, between the provinces of 
the people and the provinces of the emperor, between 
the intereſts of the ſubject and thoſe of the prince, 
The idea of property ſhould never enter the thoughts 
of the ſovereign. When once his imagination is ſtruck 
with it, it follows that the ſecurity of his crown 
and his life ſeems to depend upon that property, and 
by a natural progreſs avarice takes poſſeſſion of him, 
He thinks himſelf enriched by the impoveriſhment 
of his people ; and whatever rapacity has ſeized is 
ſet down as clearer gain. In proportion as the ſub- 
jet is plundered, he appears to the jealous prince 
reduced to a deep ſubjection. Hence ſchemes of 
rapine on the one hand, diſcontent and repining 
murmurs on the other; and hence the dark ſeeds 
of civil war, which, like ſmothered flame, he 
brooding in the very heart of the ſtate, and at 
length break out in a ſudden eruption all over the 
land. Of his private coffers the ſovereign now 
thinks he has the full advantage : he congratulates 
himſelf on the prudence which ſettled his meaſures 
ſo long before-hand : but, ſhort-fighted man ! he 
little perceives that, by being juſt, he would haye 


been above ſuch little timid precautions ; and that 
all the mean, and of courſe cruel, paſſions, which 
Iſt tor hire in his cauſe, would be vile and uſeleſs, 
if virtue were the {ſpring of his actions. This, my 
friend Tiberius, this is the doctrine which the future 
ſovereign onght to hear from you. Let him once 
be perſuaded that the ſtate and the ſovereign are 
but one thing : let hun underſtand that this poli- 
tical union conſtitutes his true ſtrength, the baſis of 
his dignity, his honour, and his peace; and ideas 
of property will then be rejected as ſordid and un- 
worthy *. His ſolid advantage will be placed in 
the good he procures for his people; and thus his 
paſſions will transform themſelves to the virtues of - 
a patriot king, juſt and equitable for his own 1n- 
tereſt, moderate upon principles of ambition, and 
benevolent through very felſiſhneſs. It is by con- 
ſidering things in this way, my worthy friends, 
that truth appears the parent of virtue. But Truth, 
I grant you, appears at firſt with an awkward mien 
at court. He who gains her firſt audience from a 
king, muſt have been endowed with no ſmall de- 
gree of courage. When flattery has taught the 
pernicious maxims, that princes reign for them- 


The emperor Trajan was uſed to compare the treaſure of a 
prince to a ſwelled and diſtempered ſpleen, which enfeebles and 
conſumes the reſt of the body, 
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ſelves alone; that royal independence conſiſts in the 
gratifications of defire ; and that even caprice is a 
ſtate-law ; the faitlitul and honeft counſelor who 
undertakes to refute this notable ſyſtem will not be 
graciouſly received: but let him be once heard, and 
he will gain the royal ear; one truth eſtabliſhed, 
the reſt may be poured upon him with rapi- 
dity, for they are ſure of their effect; and the 
prince, inſtead of dreading, will anticipate the con- 
cluſion. 


Truth will now derive charms from virtue, and 
virtue in its turn will lend embelliſhments to truth 
It is indiſpenſably neceſſary that the latter thould 
enlighten the mind; for the inclination of our 
nature to a good, Whoſe value is not explaincd. 
is merely a blind, a vague, and uncertain inſtinct. 
But a deſire to ſerve mankind is virtue, founded 
on the knowledge of remote and extenſive conſe - 
quences. To know the intereſts of humanity is the 
true ſtudy of a prince. Whatever is juſt, whatever is 
uſeful, that is truth, and the truth a king ſhould 
inveſtigate ; it is the great band of ſociety ; in all 


buſineſs, in every traniattion of life, it upholds the 
chain of moral duties ; on mutual wants and mutual 
aids crafts human happinels, and makes the author oi 


public good a partaker of the bleſlings he þeſtows. 
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This is the fit employment of a prince; to this he 
ſhould dedicate his days; to know himſelf, and the 
nature of man ; to develop the ſecret movements 
of the heart, the operations of habit, the ſpecific 
qualities of character, the influence of opinion, the 
powers and the weakneſſes of our frame; to ſtudy 
intenſely, and not with frivolous curioſity, but a 
fixed and ſteady determination of the will, with a 
perſeverance alarming to flatterers, the temper, the 
manners, and the reſources of his people, together 
with the conduct of his miniſters ; and in this noble 
inquiry to let in light to the judgment on every 
fide, with a deteſtation of the clandeſtine informer, 
anda generous encouragement of thoſe who have the 
ſpirit to call aloud for a redreſs of grievances com- 
mitted in his name. Theſe are the things which 
conſtitute the love of truth ; and thus, ſaid he, ad- 
drefling himſelf to Tiberius, thus every prince will 
love it, who is, as he ought to be, perſuaded, that 
to be great he muſt be juſt and upright. In con- 
veying theſe ſentiments to him, you will inſtruct 
him how to be free and independent in the midſt 
of a court; for it is there he mult be jealous of his 
liberty. To make him ſenſible of this, will be the 
arduous part of your undertaking : this is the point 
which you muſt labour with aſſiduity and firmneſs. 
At ſhall be done, ſaid Tiberius, when I am armed 
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with your inſtructions. Here the converſation 
broke off, and they took leave of each other. 


It has happened by ſome ſtrange fatality, ſaid 
the emperor, that in all ages and countries the 
friends of mankind have been hated by thoſe who 
are bound to be the fathers of the people. The po- 
palarity of Beliſarius was his only crime: it was that 
alone provoked his enemies, and perhaps alarmed 
my jealouſy. Alas! they made me fear him; it had 
been better if I had endeavoured to imitate bim. 


BELISARIUS, 107 


CHAP. X. 


A vovr the ſame hour of the following day, Be- 
liſarius, expecting his vifitors, ſeated himſelf again 
under the old oak, upon the road, where he had re- 
ceived them the night before. He ſaid, in a loud 
ſoliloquy, To have found two virtuous men, who be- 
guile me from myſelf, and enter thus into a diſ- 
cuſſion of the great objects of humanity, is a cir- 
cumſtance that alleviates my misfortunes. How 
ſoothing to contemplate the ſocial intereits of man! 
My afflictions are ſoftened by it ! The very idea 
of being but remotely conducive to the weltare of 
nations has raiſed me above myſelf, aud now I ſee 
how the diffuſion of benevolence to a whole peo- 
ple aſſimilates man to his Divine Creator. 


Juſtinian and Tiberius overheard theſe laſt words 
as they approached. Yow are warm in the praiſe 
of beneficence, ſaid the emperor ; and indeed be- 
neficence, of all the virtues, affords the moſt endear- 
ing and the ſweeteſt ſenſations. Happy the man 
whole lot it is to enjoy ſo noble a pleaſure — And 
yet this ſupreme delight muſt be taſted with mode- 
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ration, rephed the hero; for even goodneſs itſolf, 
if not conducted by wiſdom and juſtice, degenerates 
into an open vice. Attend, young man, ſaid he, 
to Tiberius, and mark what I have to offer on this 


head, 


Of ſovereign authority the higheſt act is the diſ- 
tribution of favours and marks of grace : this par- 
fakes of the nature of beneficence, and is therefore 
a pleaſing exertion of power ; but in the exerciſe 
of it, it is requiſite that the prince ſhould be guarded 
againſt ſeduction. The whole of his intelligence 
muſt ariſe from thoſe who approach his perſon; 
and of that number there is not one who does not 
for ever inculcate, that the ſeat of majeſty is in the 
court ; that all regal ſplendour 1s derived from the 
brilliant appearance that enlivens the palace; and 
that the moſt valuable prerogative of the crown 
diſplays itſelf by a profuſion of favours, which are 
ſtyled the munificence of the ſovereign, Gracious 
heaven ! the munificence ! it is the ſubſtance of 
the people he beſtows; the ſpoils of the poor and 
indigent ! Thus the prince 1s deceived by words : 
adulation and treachery beſjege his throne ; aſſi- 
duity for ever pays its court ; and the habit of re- 
fafing nothing gains upon the credulous ſovereign, 
who little thinks of the tears extorted from the 
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poor by the extravagance of the conrt : exultation 
fills the palace, and every room echoes with praiſes 
of the royal munificence. That munificence af- 
ſames the mien of virtue, and wealth is ſquandered 
without conſidering from whence it came. Alas! 
would kings reflect how their ſplendour grows out 
of the miſery of others; and for the take of an un- 
grateful crew, what a number grean in wretched- 
neſs! But, Tiberius, the prince who has one true 
friend, will be ture to know this; and he will know 
beſides, that true bencficence conſiſts more in eco- 
nomy than laviſh diſtribution ; that every partial 
grant is injuſtice to merit, and from that in- 
juſtice ſpring all the worſt evils that can diſtract a 
ſtate. 


You behold the munificence of ſoyercigns, ſaid 
Tiberius, with an eye of ſeverity.—T conſider it in 
its true hight, replied the hero, as a mere perſonal 
attachment, winch, in the choice of men for public 
othces, counteratts the natural courſe of juſtice, of 
nature, and of reaſon. For juſtice appropriates 
honours to virtue, and rewards to merit : for the 
ardaous butineſs of high employments nature brings 
forth great abilities and conſummate talents ; and 
tarely reaſon directs that of men the beſt poſſible 
uſe ſhould be made? but partiality confers the re- 
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compenſe due to virtue upon elegant and polithed 
vice; and thus complaiſance is preferred to honeſt 
zeal, adulation to truth, and meannets to elevation 
of ſoul. The jſuperficial giſt of pleating, as if it 
weile ſuperior to every other gift of nature, aſpires 
to all the favours of the crown, and generally en- 
groſſes them. From theſe premiſes it may be in- 
terred, that partiality in the diſtribution of favours 
is the ſure mark of a bad reign; and the prince 
who reſigns into the hands of a favourite the honour 
of his crown and the welfare of his people, brings 
matters to this dilemma ; he either ſets a ſmall value 
upon what he confides to his favourite, or he aſcribes 
to his own choice the power of transforming the 
fouls of men, as if he were able to mould a ſtateſ- 
man or an hero out of a ſuperannuated flave or a 
youthful protigate. 


That, ſaid Tiberius, would be an attempt of the 
moſt abſurd futility ; but employments abound in 
all ſtates, which may be competently tilled by men 
of very ordinary talents. 


Not a ſingle employment, replied Beliſarius, 
which does not demand, if not an able, at leaſt an 
honeſt man; but royal favour is little ſolicitous 
about the one or the other : on the contrary, both 
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are neglected, or, ſtill worſe, they are ſure to meet 
all the little indignities of a icornful repulſe. 
Hence every talent dies in its bloom, and every 
virtue withers in the bud. Of talents and of vir- 
tacs emulation is the vivifying ſoul ; but partiality 
is immediate death. The ſtate in which this 
vice prevails, may be compared to thote waſte and 
deſolate tracts, where certain uſetul plants ſpon- 
tancouſly ſhoot up, but are robbed of their nutri- 
ment by the briars and brambles that infect the 
land: aud yet this image of phyſical evil does not 
fully expreſs the political miſchief; for under a 
reign of favouritiſm, the briars and the brambles 
are cherithed, while every ſalutary plant is eradi- 
cated and trampled under foot. 


You ſeem to aſſume, ſaid Tiberius, that the 
royal favour invariably wants its due diſcernment 
of ſpirits, and 1s never able to make a right choice 
of men. 


Rarely, if ever, replied Beliſarius, inſomuch that 
if tue ſervants of the public were choſen by lot, it 
would be a more infallible mode of election. Par- 
tiality grants its favours to thul: only who intrigue 
for them: but merit diſdains the little arts of in- 
trigue; and that manly pride is decyphered by court 
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interpreters into neglect of the ſovereign, who there- 
fore repays it with calm diſdain, while the athduity 
of low ambition reaps every advantage. Toa prince 
thus prejudiced, what acceſs can there be for tl 
{1ge or the hero? Can they degrade themielves ty 
the phancy of flaves? Candignity of mind ſubmit to 
be a cringing candidate for court favour ? If nobi- 
ity of birth gives a title to approach the perſon of 
the ſovercign, what part is to be ated in a circle 
of favourites, by truth, integrity, and honour ? Are 
they likely to excel in the dexterities of ilattery 
and diſlimulation ? Will they condeſcend to pry 
into the paſſions of their maſter, and explore the 
{ecret propenſities of his heart? The characters of 
the ſycophant, the difiembler, and the falſe friend, 
will be better played by others, who know how to 
touch the ſtring that ſounds gratefully to the royal 
ear, and to fly over that which will offend. Virtue 
would appear awkward in the attempt. Ihe fa- 
vourite will acquit himſelf with grace in all theſe 
articulars, but ſtill it will ever be a million to one 
that he is unworthy of the diſtinction he enjoys. 


The favourite of a diſcerning, juſt, and equitable 
prince, interpoſed the emperor, will, moſt probatl1, 
he a man of integrity, 
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Ta the court of a ditcerning, juſt, and equitable 
prince, replied Beliſarius, there will be no uchi per- 
jon as a favourite; ſuch a prince will be worthy 
of friends, and he will have them : but favour will 
do nothing for them. A faithful ſervant would 
bluſh to be fo enriched. If ever there was a faith- 
{ul ſervant, the emperor Trajan had ſuch an one to 
boaſt of in his miniſter Longinus. That true and 
worthy friend of his maſter was taken priſoner 
by the Dacians: the king of that people ſig- 
nified to the emperor, that unleſs he acceded to 
the conditions of peace propoſed to him, the cap- 
tive miniſter ſhould be put to death. Aud what 
was Trajan's anſwer? IIe left it to the honour of 
Longinus to decide, as Regulus had formerly done 
in his own caſe. Behold there the model of pub— 
lic characters! Thoſe are the men I have in view ! 
How glorious to be the friend of ſach a prince! 
Longinus ſaw the bright occaſion, and with a 1ab- 
lime of virtue diipatched himſelf, leſt pity ſhould 
take poſſeſſion of the emperor, and incline him to 
an act of partiality or perſonal regard. 

I am overpowered by the weight of your rea ton- 
ings, ſaid Tiberius: yes, I now perceive, that 4! 
public weal, when rightly underſtood, gives no la- 
titude to the affections of the ſovereign : bat is 
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there not incidents, unconnected with the interc?; 
of the people, in which he may reaſonably give a 
ſcope to his private atteCtions? 


I anſwer in the negative, replied Beliſarius: the 
prince has no poſitive unconnected intereſt ; every 
thing is relative to the whole. The ſmalleſt mat- 
ters are of importance, and even the very civi— 
lities of a king muſt be addreſſed with cantion, 
Royal favour. it has been ſaid, is but a partial ev:!, 
and difplays itſelf only in little things; but a de- 
viation from the ſtrict rule of right, even in trifles, 
will ſoon become habitual, and from ſmall irregn- 
larities to great excels the progreſs is rapid. The 
circle of the ſovercign's favour enlarges itſelf, and 
to baik in the ſunſhine of his ſmiles grows a ge- 
neral defire ; each courtier ſtrives to wriggle him- 
ſelf into favour : and the fence thus thrown down, 
how hall a prince reſiſt the ardour of importunity, 
and the frequency of ſolicitation ? The tence that 
ſhould guard him, my beft Tiberius, is a deter- 
mination of the will to be always juſt and good. 
When a principle of uprightneſs is known to guide 
the choice of men, it muft then be merit, and 
merit alone, that can hope for preferment. Talents, 
exalted qualities, and eminent ſervices, form the 
enly admiſſible claim : the candidate for honours 
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muſt render himſelf worthy of them. Intrigue is 
diſcountenanced, and emulation is anunated. Am- 
bition is obliged to proceed by manly ways, and 
ſtarting at the thought of being detected, abandons 
her litde ſchemes of perfidy and cumming. How 
difterent 1s the caſe, when the prince 1s under the 
influence of pertonal attection ? To gain the aſcen- 
dant over that aftettion, becomes the buſineſs of 
all. He who poſſeſſes the arts of inſinuation, and 
knows how to cabal with the fervants of upper 
ſervants, purſues his drudgery through all its ſtages, 
and creeps up to preferment, meanly rifing to 
ſplendid infamy. In the mean tine, the man of 
virtuous pride retires, and with the conſent of all 
he is refigned to oblivion. If it ſhould happen that 
for ſome important ſervice he is called from ob- 
ſcurity, to make one in the glittering crowd ; or if 
it ſhould be neceſſary to employ him on ſome oc- 
caſion worthy of his abilities; ſtanding unconnected 
with faction, he finds all parties combined againſt 
him, till at length it is viſible, that he muſt either 
debaſe himſelf, by countermining the dark deeds 
of his enemies, or elſe ſurrender to them at diſ- 
cretion. The court where intrigue prevails, is a 
wild uproar of pathons, in which the ſtill voice 
of truth can never be heard. The public good is 
an unregarded thing, and perſonal aftection is the 
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fountain of all praiſe and cenſure; partiality paſles 
its deciſions upon all occurrences ; and the prince, 
encompaſſed round with falſchoods, diſtracted with 
doubt, ſuſpicion, and miſtruſt, ſcarcely ever puts an 
end to the waverings of his mind, but to terminate 


in error. 


Why does not he depend upon the evidence of 
facts? ſaid Tiberius; facts are obſlinete witneſſes, 
and the teſtimony they give is bold and loud. 


Facts, replied Beliſarius, are not fo obſtinate as 
you imagine; they take a new complexion from 
the contrariety of reporters. Every enterpriſe 1s 
judged by its event; and yet events too frequently 
give the palm to rathneſs, and defeat the beſt con- 
certed ſchemes of genius and ability, Men arc 
often more fortunate than wiſe, and there are oc- 
caſions when the propoſition is reverſed, Ineither 
caſe, the characters of men may 1ufter much from 
prejudice, and that more particularly in a court, 
where the colours of good and evil are all de- 
rived from the prevailing opinions of party and 


faction. 


Juſtinian, in his old age, is a melancholy example, 
ſaid the emperor; he has been cruelly deceiycd ! 
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Alas! rephed Beliſarius, who has more reaſou 
than myſelf to know what has been practied upon 
the credulity of Juſtiman? Who is better acquainted 
with the ſnares that faction laid for him? It was 
faction ſent Narſes into Italy, to interrupt the proſ- 
perity of Beliſarius. The emperor little imagined 
that a miniſter of the finances would be a danger- 
ous rival of the general: but Narics had his faction 
at court, and he ſoon found one in the camp: a 
{pit of diffenfion prevailed, and Milan, the bul- 
wark of Italy, was loſt. Narſes was recalled, but 
too late; the tide of ſaccels was now ebbing away: 
Milan had been ſacked, her inhabitants put to the 
ſword, and all Liguria diſmembered from the em- 
pire. That Narſes was pardoned by the emperor 
I muſt heartily rejoice ; for the lite of 1o great a 
man we have an oblication, at leaft, to the decline 
of all military diſcipline. In the virtuous days of 
the republic, for the complicated crines of diſobe- 
dience, and the ſeduction of part of my army, Nar- 
ſes would have atoned with his head. I was re- 
called in my turn. To ſucceed me in the coramand 
of the army, eleven chiets, all jealous of cach otlier, 
were appointed by a new-tangled party. Diicord 
prevailed in their councils, and they were detcated. 
By this means we loft all Italy. The command 


was transierred to me, but I was a gencral without 
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an army. I was obliged to traverſe over Thrace 

and Illyria in qu: ſt of ſoldiers. A ſcanty number, 

not exceeding four thoutand, was collected together, 

With this raſh-levied body, who had either cl--thes, 

horſes, arms, or proviſions, I marched into Italy, 

In this condition, what was to be done ? With 

the utmoſt difficulty I prevented Rome from fall- 

ing into the hands of the enemy. 'The cabal at 
court rejoiced at this diſaſtrous proipe*t of affairs: 

Things are going as we could with, ſaid they; he 
is in the laſt extremity, merely ſtanding at bay a 
little, to be preſently overwhelmed in ruin. Amidſt 
the deſolation of their country, I was the only ob- 
ject of their attention: to ſee my ruin accompliſhed 
they would have compounded to fee the ſtate ſhook 
to its foundations. I demanded a ſupply of men, 
and I wasrecalled. Nartcs, with a powerful army, 
was appointed to ſucceed me; and, beyond all 
queſtion, Narſes had abilities to juſtify the choice. 
That he was named to the command was perhaps 
a public benefit; but before I was wonnded, the 
commonwealth received a ſtab : the ruin of Belt- 
ſarius was purchaſed at the expence of the ſtate. 
There lies the miſchief of party. To raile or 
overturn a fingle man, an entire army, perhaps an 
empire, muſt be ſacriticed. 
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Alas! exclaimed Juſtinian, I now perceive the 
treacherous arts by Which your glory was obſcured. 
What an indelible ftain to the emperor, thus to 
have believed the ſuggeſtions of your enemies! 


My good neighbour, replied Beliſarius, you are 
little aware of the refinement which court policy 
has acquired in the arts of deſtruction ; you do not 
know the genius of intrigue, how active it is, how 
perſeveriug. how al{iduous, and implacable. Re- 
ſpectful and obſequious to the ſentiments of the 
ſovereign, it manages with caution, and works its 
effect by degrees, I:ke the drop of water that only 
oores at firſt through 1ts fence, faps on by imper— 
ceptible ſtrokes, and then in one ruſhing torrent 
bears down all. Cabal and party have this further 
advantage on their fide, that the man of honour is 
without miſtruſt, and of courſe without precantion : 
he has nothing to oppole to the malice of his ene- 
mies, but his upright conduct, which is cver dif- 
coloured by envy, and his honeſt fame, of which 
the report that rings throughout the realm expires 
and dies away at the gatcs of the palace. Envy 
alone 1s privileged within the verge of the court, 
and the character againit winch her ſhaſts are 
aimed is ſure to fall a viciia. In the courſe of 
human contingencies it cannot otherwiſe happen, 
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but that every commander mult experience the vi 
ciſſitudes of fortune, and find his train of victory 
ſometimes interrupted; of every caſualty Envy 
takes advantage, and makes even accidents a 
ground of impeachment. Has the commander 
done all that was poſſible? He ought to have done 
better; any body but himfelf would have acted 
upon a different plan; he did not make a right uſe 
of his opportunities. The charge againſt him is 
aggravated, and the good he has done dwindles 
into nothing. The reſult is, that the man who 
can be uſeful to his country 1s the moſt dangerous 
perſon in it. To the misfortune of the public his 
downfal is effected; and to their greater misfor- 
tune, ſome worthleſs wretch is ſure to rite upon 
his ruins. Another concomitant evil is, the im- 
preſſion made upon the minds of men by the me- 
lancholy proſpect of virtue in diſtreſs, and of vice 
exulting in proſperity. Public ſpirit grows languid 
at the reflection, that all the fine incentives of 
honour are extinguiſhed; guilt is emboldened. the 
evil conſcience forgets to bluth, and exceſſes of 
every kind riot with impunity. Such are the evils 
that attend a reign of favouritiſm. Judge yourleit 
how ſuch a diſpoſition may precipitate the ruin of 
the ſtate. 
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Without doubt, ſaid Juſtinian, it is the moſt © 
dangerous infirmity that ever biaſſed the mind of 
a prince; but in an old man, who for thirty years 
has ſtruggled to no purpole in the ſtorms of fortune, 
and at laſt, in ſpite of all his efforts, ſecs the tem- 
peſt ready to burſt in ruin on his head ; in one thus 
worn out with age and troubles, may it not be 
deemed an excuſable weakneſs, it he endeavours 
to ſweeten his cares, or at leaft to alleviate them, 
by indulging the private affections? It will anſwer 
no purpoſe to be too ſanguine in our hopes; let us 
not deceive ourſelves with flattering ideas of the 
public condition : even now the empire, by its own 
weight, is tottering to its fall. By a length of 
duration all its vigour 1s exhauſted, and it muſt 
ſhare at laſt the common fate which brought the 
empires of Belus and Cyrus to their diſſolution. 
Like them it has flourithed in ſplendour, and like 
them it muſt moulder into ruin. 


I am no fataliſt, replied Beliſarius, in regard to 
revolutions of government : that would be to give 
a ſanction to our preſent degeneracy of ſpirit, and 
make deſpair ſyſtematical. That all ſublunary 
things, and kingdoms amongſt them, periſh and 
die away, I am not now to learn ; but that nature 


has traced the bounds of exiſtence to all its pro- 
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ductions, ſeems a poſition rather problematical. 
The body natural indeed has its period when the 
animal functions decay, and calmly we welcome 
death; but there never does occur a moment in 
which it is allowed us to deſpair of the common- 
wealth. The body-politic, it muſt not be diflem- 
bled, is ſubjet to convulſions that ſhake it; 
frame, to flow diſorders that conſume its vigour, 
and to ſpaſms that elevate for a while, to plunge 
it into deeper dejection afterwards. Activity, it is 
true, ſtrains all its efforts; repoſe is apt to relax; 
and civil contention breaks the conſtitutional 
ſtrength : but not one of theſe accidents is mortal 
in its nature. Nations have been ſaved from the 
very brink of deſtruction; they have emerged from 
the very depth of miſery; and, after ſtruggling 
through the ſevereſt criſis, have been reanimated 
to a vigour unknown before. The declenſion of 
ſtates is not therefore marked out; the line is not 
drawn, like the limits of human life. Old age is 
unknown to the body-politic; it is the chimera of 
miſtaken theoriſts. The ſame ardour of hope that 
inſpirits the heart of valour, may extend its in- 
flaence, and give anunation for any length of time. 
The conſtitution of the empire is now enfeebled, 
or rather it has ſunk into a languid ſtate + but for 
every poiſon there is an antidote in nature, and it 
3 
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behoves us to diſcern it.— Let us inveſtigate it to- 
gether, ſaid the emperor ; there will be ſomething 
ſoothing in the reſearch : but before we think of 
the remedy, let us trace the diſorder to its firſt 
principles. I am willing to enter into the diſcuſ- 
ſion, rephed Beliſarius, and it will furniſh us ample 
matter for our future meetings. 


1244 BELISARIUS, 
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Tux next day ſuſtinian was impatient to ſee Be- 
liſarius. He longed to have the veil torn off which 
hid the lurking miſchiefs of the empire, and he 
preſſed with eagernels to the interview. Beliſarius 
dated his reflections from the ara of Conſtantine, 
How much is it to be lamented, ſaid the hero, that 
ſo enlarged a genius, with all that firmneſs, that 
ſpirit of enterpriſe, ſhould egregiouſly miſtake the 
fitneſs of the means to produce the end defired, 2nd 
exert for the extinction of the empire more vigour 
and activity than would have been neceſſary to 
retrieve its ancient honours! His new ſyſtem of 
government was a maſter-ſtroke of human wit : 

the Prætorian bands aboliſhed; the children of 
the poor and helpleſs adopted by the ſtate *; the 
authority of the prœſect diſtributed into more hands, 


* When the parent was unable to maintain his child, the ſtate 
took the charge upon itſelf, and the infant was educated at the 
expence of the public : and this law Conſtantine directed to be 
engraved on marble, that he might perpetuate it through all ſuc- 


celſive ages. 
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and weakened of courſe ; the lands upon the fron- 
tiers aſſigned to the veteran ſoldiers, who formed an 
Agrarian army for the defence of the empire: this 
was indeed a wiſer inſtitution, a large and compre- 
henſive policy. Why did not he adhere entirely to a 
plan ſo juſt and fimple ? He did not fee, or he was 
unwilling to ſee that, to tranſplant the ſeat ofempire, 
it muſt be torn up by the very roots. In vain did he 
propoſe to himſelf that the city he was founding 
ſhould be a ſecond Rome; in vain was the latter de- 
ſpoiled of its richeſt ornaments for the decoration 
of the former: 1t was a mere theatrical ſhifting of 


; ſcenery, the gaudy ſpectacle of a pantomime, 


You aſtoniſh me, ſaid Tiberius, interrupting him; 
I was uſed to think the capital of the world more 
advantageoutly fituated upon the Boſphorus, in the 


middle of the two ſeas, and between Europe and 


Aſia, than in the heart of Italy, upon the banks 
of a river which. ſcarce deſerves the name na- 
vigable. 


Conſtantine thought as you do, replied Beliſarius, 
and he was miſtaken. The ſtate which is obliged 
to carry war into foreign territories, muſt be go- 
rerned by a ſound internal policy, compact within 
ſelf, and eaſy to be defended. Such was the ad- 
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vantage of Italy. The hand of nature ſeemed to 
have made it a reſidence for the maſters of the 
world. The mountains and the ſea which incloſe 
it formed a ſtrong barrier againſt invaſion : guard 
bat the Alps, and Rome was guarded too. If that 
fence proved too weak to repel the enemy, the 
Appennines afforded a ſafe retreat, and ſerved as a 
rampart to half Italy. It was there that Camillus 
gave the Gauls a fignal overthrow; and in that 
ſpot Narſes obtained his brilliant victory over 


Totila. 


At preſent the empire has no fixed immovable 
centre; but lies open and expoſed to all the aſſaults 
of fortune, Aſk the Scythian, the Sarmatian, aud 


the Sclavonian, whether the Heber, the Danube, c 
and the Tanais, are barriers to obſtruct their march? t 
On that ſide Byzantium is our only fence ; that its i1 
walls are not in due repair is not the circumſtance 2 
that grieves me moſt. 1 
th 

When Rome was the ſeat of empire, the eſta- ef 
bliſhed policy of government was able to carry the re: 
vigour of its laws from the centre to the extremity inc 
ol the ſtate: all Italy was under its immediate in- Re: 
fluence, within the reach of the adminiſtration ; _ 


the law gavc the tone to the manners, and the man- the 
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ners in their turn made grave and faithful miniſters 
of juſtice. We have indeed now the ſame inſtitu- 
tions; but as all is tranſplanted from the place of 
its growth, the conſequence is, that every thing 
droops, as if regretting its native ſoil. The em- 
pire is not collected in itſelf as it was before: it 
is enlarged, and thereby weakened. The national 
character has Joſt its ipirit: even the endearing 
name of Country is gone forth amongſt us. Italy 
was renowned ſor men who imbibed with their firſt 
breath the love of their country, and grew to man- 
hood amidit the exerciſes of the Campus Martius, 
At preſent, where 1s the cradle, and where the 
ſchool of warriors? the Dalmatians, the Illyrians, 
and the Thracians, who are now mingled with us; 
are in fact as foreign as the Numidians and the 
the Moors. No common intcreſt to unite them 
into one common cauſe, no kindred ſpirit. to actuate 
and inſpire them. Remember that you are Romans, 
{aid a commander to his ſoldiers in the days of 
the old republic; and that ſhort harangue was of 
efficacy to brace their nerves for labour, and to 
render them invincible in battle. What aniinat- 
ing topic have we to inſiſt upon? Shall we ſay, 
Remember that you are Armenians, Numidians, or Dual- 
matians? We are no longer one body-politic, and 
there lies the cauſe of our debility. The projectors 
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of our new ſettlement were not aware that to form 
that coalition, that unity of intereſts, which we 
call our country, requires the progreſſive toil of 
ages, the flow and 1mperceptible working of ſen- 
timent, habit, and opinion. Our new city was 
embelliſhed by Conſtantine with ſtatues of Roman 
heroes; but, alas! the policy was ineffectual, for 
the men whoſe images we only ſaw, lived and 
breathed the flame of Liberty in the Capitol ! The 
genius that inſpired them did not embark on board 
our ſhips: we imported inanimate marble only, 
Paulus Emilins, the Scipios, and the Catos, are 
filent here and mute; they are foreigners at Byzan- 
tum ; but at Rome they harangued the people, and 
the people underſtood and felt them. 


I do not perceive, ſaid ſuſtinian, but the empire, 
fince the ſeat of government was removed, has en- 
joyed a truer ſtate of peace and ſecurity than it 


knew at Rome for a long ſeries of years, The 


people there had fallen into degeneracy, and the 
ſenate ſunk deeper in ſhame and (ſervitude. 


When the adminiftration 1s confided to1mproper 
hands, rephed Beliſarius, the ſtrength and dignity 
of every ſtate will be impaired, and a train of ca- 
lamities muſt enſue, At Rome, however, nothing 
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but one good reign was wanting tb recal the con- 
ſtitution to its firſt principles. Take .a view of 
Adrian's adminiſtration : the ſtate ſeemed under 
him to riſe out of its ruins. Behold Marcus! Anre- 
lius upon the throne : to what an height of glory 
and magnificence was the condition of the empire 
raiſed by the conduct of that excellent prince! Ro- 
man virtue has been often eclipſed, but not ex- 
tinguiſhed: whenever a prince appeared of a ge- 
nius to rekindle the ſpirit of his country, the latent 
fire was always ready to mount into a blaze. But, 
alas! every principle of virtue is now deſtroyed: 
the ſeed muſt be ſown again; and that muſt be the 
arduous tatk. of a long reign, founded in juſtice, 
moderation, and wiſdom. Nothing but a prodigy 
of this ſort can redeem us in this juncture. Our 
very victories may be the ruin of the ſtate, We 
have an hundred enemies to cope with, and thoſe 
enemies have but one. An idea is conceived that 
they may be all ſubdued ; and yet one is no ſooner 
cruthed, but he riſes again; a freſh foe is ever ready 
to find us employment, and by a rapidity of ſue- 
ceſſion they give breathing-time to each other, 
By this diverſton of our arms a conſtant alarm is 
kept up, and the ſtate, thus diſtracted, grows feeble 
every day. The march of armies to various and 
diftant places. conſumes our ſtrength ; the yigour 
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of our meaſures ſtrains every nerve, to relax us 
more in the end; and every victory is a wound 
which has no time to loſe. Thus, after an exertion 
of all the powers of the empire to maintain its own 
importance, a ſingle day ſhall ſhake it to its foun- 
dation, and render the labour of twenty years 
abortive in a ſingle hour. Recollect how often, 
under the preſent reign, our ſtandard has been 
hurried about the world, from the Tiber to 
the Euphrates, and from the Euphrates to the 
Danube ! And now what is the conſequence ? what 
is the fruit of ſo many victories, under Mundus, 
Germarficus, Solomon, Narſes, and myſelf, if I may 
be added to the number ? A peace 1s all we have 
obtained at laſt, 


And if our victories exhauſt us, ſaid the em- 
peror, it is right to bring things to that conclu- 
ſion. 


To buy a peace, rephed Beliſarius, is not the 
way to prevent the calamities of war. The ſavage 
of the north has nothing in view but booty; and if 
he is ſure of gaining it, his motives to frequent 
excurſions grow the ſtronger. The Perſian need 
only ſpread an alarm every year through our faireſt 
provinces in Aſia, and he goes back loaded with 
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our money. A new way of exterminating the 


plunderer, by holding forth the booty that 
invites hun! The price of peace becomes the 
principle of war; and our emperors, by exhauſting 
their ſubjeds, have pampered and inflamed the aya- 
rice of their enemies. 


You affect me deeply, ſaid Juſtinian; what bul- 
wark would you oppoſe to the invaſions of the 
enemy? -A good army, replied Beliſarius; and; 
above all, a people free and happy. When the 
barbarians ruth into our provinces, they are 
attracted by the love of plunder; and though they 
teave deſolation and hatred behind them, yet their 
purpoſe is anſwered if they leave impreſſions of 
terror alſo, The caſe is different with an empire 
that would maintain its poſſeſſions in ſecurity. If 
it does not endear its government to mankind, it 
may as well abdicate ; for it is a ſelf-evident pro- 
poſition, that all authority founded on fear will 
grow weak at every remove from the capital, till at 
laſt, fading by degrees, it is loſt in diſtance. To 
rule by the medium of fear from Taurus to the Alps, 
and from Caucaſus to the foot of Atlas, is an im- 
poſſibility in politics. If the ſubject groans under 
the weight of his grievances, and power ſupperts 
itſelf by the ſweat of the brow, of what moment 
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is it to him, whether Romans or Perſians are his 
oppreſlo:s? The authority that burdens us will 
never be well defended; and the nation that has 
not ſpirit to refiſt oppreſſion, will crouch with tame 
acquieſcence under the firſt deliverer that appears. 
Would you give ſtability to government ? lay your 
foundation in the affections of mankind ; and tlie 
affections of mankind are ever attached to the prin- 
ciples of humanity, of beneficence, integrity, public 
faith, and zeal for the happineſs of millions. 'Thoſe 
are the virtues that command a willing people. 
The ſpirit of tae conſtitution is then diffuſed over 
the whole dominion, alive and active in each diſ- 
tant part; the people are all as one hand and 
one heart, and every province is the ſeat of go- 


vernment. 


I ſhall: have frequent occaſion to allude to myſelf, 
continued Beliſarius; and, my-worthy young man, 
{aid he to Tiberius, by appealing to my experience 
you have made all apology for egotiſng unneceſſary. 
When I had the conduct of the war in Africa, I 
conſidered thoſe regions as part of my native coun- 
try. The regular and ſtrict diſciphne which I 
eſtabliſhed throughout, my. army procured the good 
will of mankind, and attracted plenty from every 
quarter. In a little time I had the ſatisfaction of 
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various people, who crowded to my ſtandard and 
lifted under me. The day which ſaw me enter 
Carthage at the head of a victorions army, did not 
hear a ſingle groan ; neither the quiet nor the utual 
employments of the citizens ſuffered on the occa- 
ſion : induſtry and commerce purtued their inter— 
elts, as if it had been a time of profound peace; 
and, in return ſor this benefit, felt by all orders of 
men, it was in my power to become the king of a 
people who called me their common father. The 
tame happened to me in Italy: there the native in- 
habitants gathered about me in crowds, reſigning 
themſelves to the empire; and at Ravenna I re- 
ceived the ſupplications of the Goths, imploring 
their conqueror to be their ſovereign. -. Behold here 
the influence, the empire of humanity. Do no! 
ſuſpect that J am here my own panegyriit : all my 
merit conſiſted in following the letlons the very 
barbarians gave me. Yes, even the barbarians can 
boaſt their Titus and their Marcus Aurelius. Theo— 
dorie and Totila deſerved the love of human kind. 
Ye cities of Italy! exclaimed Beliſarius, what a 
contraſt have you ſeen between us and the bar- 
barians ! At Naples, in particular, my eyes beheld 
men, women, and children, ſlaughtered in one com- 
mon carnage. I fle to their aſſiſtance: I tnatched 
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the unhappy, the innocent victims from the furs 


of an incenſed toldiery: but I was ſingle in oppo- 
ſition to them, and my entreatics were loſt in air; 
the men whoſe duty it was to ſecond me were 
intent on plunder, The ſame place was reduced by 
the generous Totila. Thrice happy prince! he 
had the glory of ſaving it from tbe ravage of his 
troops. His deportment was that of a tender father 
in the midſt of his family. Humanity cannot dit- 
play a ſcene more truly pathetic than this generous 
prince exerting his belt offices for the protection of 
a people that ſurrendered to his arms. It was the 
ſume at Rome; that very Rome which ſaw the 
officers of the empire, in the midſt of all the horrors 
of a famine, carrying on the deteſtable trade of a 
monopoly, It was in this manner our enemics 
concihated the affections of mankind. Their juſtice 
and modcration hurt us more than their valour. 


How, on our part, did we counteract their virtue? 
In no ſhape whatever: the inhumanity, the avarice, 
and tyranny of our commanders Jeagued with the 
enemy, and ſerved their cauſe. I had no ſooner 
reſigned the command in Italy, than the ſame Goths, 
whoſe proflered crown 1 had juſt retuted, with one 
general conſent, with a kind of epidenuc ſpirit, 
kindled to indignation by the malyertation of thote 
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who ticcccled mc. refolved at once to ſhake oft the: 


voke. tience the reign of 'Totila, and all the nut 
fortuncs of Italy. When I had ſubducd the Van 
dals, it was my ambition, to ſettle terms of amity 
between the empire and the Moors; and I thought 
I had ſucceeded to my ſatisfaction: but my buck 
was ſcarcely turned, when our honourable plun— 
derers, our chiets, wio 1nade war a gainſul trade, 
our illuſtrious ſons of riot and rapacity, infringed 
every treaty I had made, and let looſe the molt 
horrible violence to pillage their cities and deſolate 
their fields. By deſperation the Moors were ſoon 
rouſed to vengeance, and our provinces were de- 
luged with blood. From oppreſſion ſprung revolt, 
and all the bands of peace were rent aſunder, 


From the ſame cauſes in the heart of the empire 
the tame effects have been produced. Imbecility 
in miniſters, avarice in pro-conſuls, inhumanity 
and deſpotiſm in the governors of cities aud of prox 
Vinees ; theſe are the enormities which I have ſeen 
mn every quarter. to the ſe it is owing that every 
department of government is now become an in- 
tolerable charge to the people. In order to eaforce 
a paſſi ve obedience under the burtken, recourle i; 


had to meaſures of the moſt grievous nature: the 
nulitia has been aboliſhed, and the ſubje& has 
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been excluded from the ſacerdotal order; nay, the 
right of alienating their property has been wrefted 


* ! ' 


from them ; and, to crown the whole with what 
ill ſcarcely be believed, they arc deprived of ho 
iſcrable liberty of becoming bondmen. Can 1t 
be expected that, haraſſed thus cruelly, the people 
will be reconciled to the yoke that gails them ? Can 
there exiſt in their idea any ties of interctit, or 01 
duty, between them and their oppreflors ? "The 
burſt of every groan that deſpair and miſery extort 
is inſtantly proclaimed treaſon; and armies are 
inarched to carry fire and ſword through the pro- 
vinces—a new and cruel way of reducing man- 
kind to obedience by their total ruin ! And then, ot 
what uſe are ſubjects thus reduced, and broken- 
hearted under a load of grievances ? A well-go- 
verned people ſhould be at once both ſpirited and 
complying : and both theſe qualities would unite, 
were they not prevented by the pride and arrogance 
of little tyrants, who too ſoon made the reign of 
a well diſpoſed prince an odious ſyſtem of cracity 
and arbitrary power, 


love or the hatred of mankind. 


tore to watch them with a careful and a jealous ch 


| corrup 

It is upon miniſtcrs, and all the little ſubſtitute: ; 
of authority, that a ſovereign muſt depend for th plaints 
He ought there 


ho 
© hear 


Is 


are 
car 
liey 
the 
{cor 
Cont 
the | 
be Ve 
rity, 
Juſticq 
the n: 
his cri 
admin 
loverei 


ſubject 


the thr, 


BELISARIUS. 137 


They are too often the moſt cruel enemies he has; 
for of all the evils that can attend a prince, the aver- 
tion of his people is the worſt, and yet that is brought. 
upon him by his officers of ſtate, Whatever they 
dare for the gratification of ſpleen, pride, avarice, 
and their mean capricious paſſions, it is all, in miniſ- 
terial language, the direction of the ſovercign ; it 
is for the ſupport of government. "Though they 
are the planners of every permcious project, yet, in 
carrying it into execution, they are, if you will be- 
lieve them, but ſervants of the crown; and thus 
the prince is made the involuntary unconſcious 
{ſcourge of a people he loves. My dear Tiberius, 
continued the hero, it ever your royal maſter has 
the happineſs of embracing you as his friend, let it 
be vour advice never to flacken the reins of autho- 
rity, that all who are under it may feel the curb of 
juſtice. Every act of petty tyranny committed in 
the name of the prince, is ture to ſully the luſtre of 
his crown with the tears of the attlicted. An evil 
adminiſtration is a libel upon the character of the 
tovereign. But when iniquity is controuled, when 


corruption is checked, and the grievances of tlie 
. inbject redrefled by a patriot prince, the com- 
| plaints of injured men will indeed be addrefitd to 
the throne, but no murinnrings againſt it will ever 


vp be heard. "The imlignation of the fubject will be 
N 
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pointed at its proper objects; it will purſue the 
authors of public miſchief, while the good and 
upright ſovereign ſtill poſſeſſes the aftections of a 
erateful people. 


There is nothing, interpoſed Juſtinian, more 
beautiful in theory, than a prince attending to 
the movements of every minute wheel in the 
great machine of government. But the objects 
are too complicated, and he would be diſtracted by 
the multiplicity of views. Jo hear the complaints 
of the ſubject, and to examine things to the bot- 
tom, ſo as to decide in all caſes with juſtice and 
moderation, would indeed be an illuſtrious tatk;, 
but it is greatly above the powers of any prince 


whatever. 


Thoſe are the phantoms of difficulty, rephed 
Beliſarius, that are corjured up to deter him 
from the tas; but thoſe phantoms, when ex- 
mined with a ſteadfaſt eye, diſcover themſelves 
to be mere mockery, and they vaniſh. The art 
of governing, we ſhall ſee to-morrow, is by no 
means lo complicated as politic men would make 
as believe. Farewell, my friends. You tee how, 
of my own accord, I now engage myielt more 
deeply in this diſcuſſion than I at firſt intended. 


To rule ideal kingdoms is a kind of caſtle-build- 
ing which the imagination of man is fond of in- 
dulging; and there are few, I believe, who in 
their viſionary reign, and their dreams of power, 
do not, like myſelf, think themſelves capable of 
regulating the fate of empires,—Political theo- 
ries, ſaid Juſtinian, are often the delirions chi- 
meras of the vulgar, but they are at the ſame 
time the noble ſpeculations of the lage and the 
philoſophier. 


The emperor withdrew, deeply impreſſed with 
the reflections and the reaſonings he had heard. 
That very night, at fupper, it was obſerved by 
the courtiers that the ſtate never knew a better 
or more flouriſhing condition. — Without doubt, 
{aid Juſtinian, addrefiing himſelf to the flatter- 
ing train, the empire. muſt be in a flouriſhing 
way, for you riot in abundance: it muſt be happy 
alſo, for you are ditfolved in eaſe and luxury. 
The people, in your eſtimate, paſs for a mere 
eypher, and the court with you is deemed the 
empire. At theſe words they all looked down 
diſcountenanced. The remark of the emperor 
was thought to proceed from that ſpleen which 
had of late overcaſt his mind, and which, they 


all agreed, was entirely occationed by lus late 


BELISARIUS. 


0 | | 
: Tiberius, ſaid they, 


conferences with Tiberius. TR IN? 
is a young zealot, whole imagination is 
is a ) , 


af, irtue lar huma- 
with the enthuſiaſm of virtue and popu Kean 
* 4 * 1 * 

nity. A man of that character is always dang 


peror's prelence. 


be 
kn 
pri! 
hin 
the 
tha 
tem 
tion, 
for 1 
all, 
good 
As, f 
were 
huft;; 


benoy 


Peet, 


141 


CHAP: Fit. 


Pu nest day, while the new intrigue at court 
was hatching its deſigns, the blind old hero and 
his tuo gueſts retumed the thread of their dit- 
courte. 


The ſovereign, ſaid Beliſarius, who means to 
be a real, and not a nominal prince, ought to 
know how to reduce things to their moſt ſimple 
principles. His firſt care ſhouid be to inform 
Inmiclf of the true intereſt of his people, and 
the conduct they expect they thould obſerve.— 
That alone, ſaid Tiberius, is a large field of con- 
terplation.—But it is not a perplexed contempla- 
tion, ſaid Beliſarius; nothing can be more ſimple; 
tor the wants cf an individual are the wants of 
all, and each of us knows intuitively what 1s 
good and fit for the whole human ſpecics. 
As, for inſtance, ſaid he to the young man, if it 
were your lot to be employed in the labours of 
huſbandry, what would you expect from thr 


benevolence of your tovercign ?—l1 ſhould cx 


pect, antwered Tiberius, ſecurity for the fruits 
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quidation of what is coming to cach individual 


trom the aggregate of public good. Let equity 
adjuſt this account, aud the code which directs 
it need not be long. But equity is now em- 
broiled with complications that have ſwelled to 
an unwicldy fize. This miſchief is owing to the 
capricious detail of an arbitrary diſpoſition, which 
lets up its own caprice in the place of law, 
and then makes the law as vague and uncer- 
tain as that very caprice itſelf: it is owing to 
a poor pufillanimity, that with tolicitade is ever 
inventing new ſhares to entangle civil liberty; 
it is owing to the pride and jealouſy of power, 
which never thinks it can make its weight ſutti- 
ciently felt; and, in fhort, it is owing to a vain 
defire of ſuperintendiag a multiplicity of minute 
objects, which would all work th-mſclves clear, 
and be properly adjuſted, without any ſuch ſu- 
perintendence. A digeſt has been made in the 
preſent reign of edicts aud decrees without num- 
ber; but, after all, it is the ſchool for lawyers, 
and not for the people; whereas it is the people 
who ought to be inſtructed in their duties and 
their rights. Every citizen ought, in the firit 
inſtance, to be his own judge: it is fit, there- 


fore, that every citizen ſhould know diſtinctly 


nd with preciſion what is preſcribed, forbid, 
7 
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and permitted by the law. To this end there 


need only be a few good Jaws, ſimple, clcar, 


lenſible, and caly in their application to thc I 

actions of men. This would facilitate the ad- , | 
miniſtration of juſtice, and abridge the detail of = 
ſubtleties that now entangle it. For, when thr A. 
rights and the duties annexed to civil conduct 1 


are univerſally felt and underſtood, the ſubject 
exults in his ſecurity, and acquieſces in ſabordj- 


nation: he perceives the aſcertained degree of on 
political liberty, which he gains in return for up 
the reſignation of his natural privileges to the abi 
authority of the ſtate; and, finding his own pri- and 
vate advantage in the public fafety, he learns to peoj 
reverence the wiſdom of that inſtitution which tion 
has united both in ſo beautiful a connexion. I over, 
would atk to what reaſon is it to be afhigned that there 
the ſubject is fo often refractory to the an- in it 


thority of government? It is becauſe the laws, objeq 
which limit and abridge the liberty of the peo- {ret 
ple, are ever expounded with rigour ; whule, the © 


on the other hand, thoſe which favour natural B Matt 1 
freedom receive too often a negligent, a tem- tiplieg 
porizing conſtruction. But this abuſe would be contin 
eſſectually remedied by the fair fimplicity of a mint 
popular code, or a ſyſtem adapted to the capa— j aptio; 
city of the whole community; from whence it heret, 
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would reſult, that the judges, obſerving mankind 
{uttcievtly inſtructed in the rules of right, nay, 
: in a capacity to appeal from them to a known, 
1 preciſe, and determinate law, would be upon their 
guard not to make it comply with occaſions, or to 
vary the ſpirit of it according to their own dif- 
eretion. 


Of laws, which are deſigned to intrench up— 
on the rights of the ſubject, thoſe that faſten 
upon property are the worſt, and moſt liable to 
\ abuſe. They are not indeed levelled at the lives 
and liberties of the people; but the hands of the 


people are never tied up but with an inten- 


3 
4 tion to plunder them. Of the excefles, more- 
1 over, committed by the officers of the revenne, 
at there is ſcarcely ever one that does not involve 
in it the crime of avarice. This then is the firſt 
5 object to which the tovereign's eye ſhould be 
FR: direted ; it ſhould be his firſt care to eftablifh 
Je, the colleftion of his taxes upon the cleareſt and 
A matt intelngible fyſtem. While impoſts are mul- 
es tiplied, aud the 1iws that eſtabliſh the taxation 


1 continne vague, complex, and uncertain, the ad- 
„ Iminittration of this whole department will ever be 


tt 4TH : 
. Feaptions, fraudulent, and oppreſſive. Theſe laws, 
ava: 


* 


1 here fore, muſt be rendered as ſimple as poſſible; 
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they muſt be penned with accuracy and pre 
cifion ; and the tax itſelf, that indiſpenſable de- 
mand of government, ſhould be equal, eaſy, and 
founded in the fitueſs of things: it ſhould be one 
general impoſt, though varied in its application 
to ſundry wiſe and good purpoſes ; and, finally, it 
ſhould be uniform throughout the realm, like the 
tribute or tythe which Sicily paid with pleaſure to 
the Romans, or like that which was levied in Aſia, 


in proportion to the annual increaſe or loſs, and 


gained for Cœſar, the author of it, the affections 
of mankind. Were the finances thus regulated, 
fraud would not be able to intrench itſelf in the 
labyrinths of law, and the “ abſurdity of edicts : 
but the right eſtabliſhed upon clear and ſimple 
principles, would carry the cleareſt evidence of 
truth along with 1t, and that truth would draw 
the line to circumſcribe the power of the officers. 
Thus the laws of taxation, by ceaſing to be ar- 
bitrary, would ceaſe to be deteſtable. 


You are aware, ſaid the emperor, of the rea- 
ſoning that encounters theſe principles: make 


The eraperors laid a duty upon urine, duft, ordure, dead 


bodies, ſmoke, air, &c, There were rights of the turf, the high- 


way, ſhorage, duties upon carriages, beafts of burthen, &c. et quz 
alia (ſays Tacitus) exaCtionibus Hlicitics nomina publicani invenc- 
runt, Buling. De tribut. ac vectig. P. R. 
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taxation fimple, and you reduce it at the ſame 
time.—I wiſh to do fo, replied Poiitanus. —But, 
reſumed Juſtinian, if the people are left too much 
at eate, by a natural contequence they grow lazy, 
arrogant, rebellious, and untraftable.—Gracious 
Heaven! exclanned Belifarius; will aſſuring to 
men the fruits of their labour give them an aver- 
ſion from their induſtry 2 Will men becane rebels, 
becauſe their happineſs is ſecured and promoted? 
But the fear is, that they will prove arrogant! 
Alas! I know that little tyrants would be 
glad to ſee them crouch like flaves under the 
maſter's laſh. But I would deſire to know, to 
whom ſhould the ſubject bend, while his conduct 
is free from reproach or guilt? There is no 
power on earth but that of the laws and of 
the legal ſovereign, to which an honeſt mem- 
ber of ſociety owes any deference. I would aſk 


| farther, Will ulurpation be as ſure of having 


obedience paid to it, as will that mild authority, 
which creates for itſelf a kind of a paternal 
empire over the hearts of men, by works of 
beneficence, and by generous deeds that call for 
gratitude, affection, and eſteem? Believe me, I 
know the character of the people: they are not 
what they are repreſented. Are they diſpirited, 
nay, diſaffected ? It is owing to their grievances. 
Q 2 
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Is their temper ſoured? and are they grown te. 
luctant to command? It is becauſe they imd them— 
1elves for ever acquiring, and never ſure of pollen 
ing. In tuber ſadneſs this is the truth: but it is 
diicoloured with art; deſigning men dogmatize 
on the ſubject, and they endeavour to give their 
falſchood the air and ſanction of appearing 1ſy1- 
tematical. The principle upon which they ground 
themſelves is, that the race of man lives in ſub- 


ſerviency to a very ſmall part of the ſpecies, and 
that the world was made for the ule of them- 
ſelves and a few leading men.— It is an 1ncou- a 
ceivable pride, ſaid Juſtinian, and yet a pride too - 
common to the human mind.—Not fo common as 

you imagine, rephed Beliſarius; we hear it in- 0 
deed often, but it is from men who are acting a * 
part; it is a fort of paradox in politics that 2 
never had one ſincere behever. I will venture Pwr 
to ſay, there. never yet exiſted a perſon of com- 
mon ſenſe, however eminent in his ftation, wh), FR 
upon a comparative veew-ot himſelf and the peo ihe 
ple, who ſupport, who nouriſh, and defend him, a 


did not ſhrink back with humility into hiniiclt; cert 

for he feels his imbecthty, his neceſtities, and his fimp 

ſtate of dependence. His pride is a matk, a mer th 

d ilumed character; but the mitchiet is, he is 10 origi 
* practited in the character, that he has learned 
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p'ay it well, and to impoſe upon his audience. 
May Heaven preſerte your royal friend, my wor- 
thy Tiberius, from this fatal illuſion! That he 
may be etfetually preterved from it, direct his 
attention to the early periods and primitive con- 
dition of civil ſociety : he will then obſerve three 
claſſes of men, each ſubſiſting in a ſtate of reci- 
procal aid and dependence: the hutbandman, in 
the firſt place, employed in the cultivation of the 
earth for the ſupport of life; the artificer, ſecondly, 
whoſe occupation it was to give to the materials of 
the earth their relative forms and fitneſs for uſe ; 
and thirdly, the ſtateſman or able politician, who 
conſecrated himſelf to the arts of government for 
the good order and well being of ſociety, In this 
federal union not one of the parties is uſeleſs or 
inactive: the advantage of mutual ſnccour is cir- 
culated in full exertion through all the members, 
according to the powers of each; and thus bodily 
force, labour, and induſtry, intellectual ability, 
the faculties of the mind, ſuperior talents, and 
eminent virtues, all conſpire and act in con- 
cert for the general good. This order of things, 
fimple, natural, and regular as it may appear, is 
the true analyſis of government : theſe are the 
original forms into which political economy muit 
O3 
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teſolve itſelf: theſe the firft principles to which 
it is reducible, 


Yon cannot but obſerve what an outrage it 
would be againſt all good ſenſe and order, if any 
one of theſe claſſes ſhould revolt againſt the others: 
you mult ſee that they are all equally dependant, 
and equally conducive to each other; and that ir 
a preference can be afcribed to any one in parti- 
cular, it muſt be to the huſbandman, inaſmuch as 
the ſupport of Hfe is the firſt great principle and 
defire of nature; the art, therefore, that mourifhes 
man muſt he the firſt of arts. But as this art 
accomplithes its end by methods eaſy and ſure; 
as it is expoſed to no danger, and acquires an 
excrtion of the moſt common and ordinary powers, 
it is right that the more delicate arts, which de- 
mand talents, virtues, and the moſt refined acquire- 
ments, ſhould meet with the higheft 'encourage- 
ment. For this reaſon, therefore, the arts that 
adminifter to the firſt wants of life will not be 
held in the greateſt eſtimation, and indeed they 
do not aſpire to it. But inaſmuch as it would be 
impolitic, on the one hand, to over-rate them, ſo 
it would be unjuſt on the other, and repugnant 


to the intereſts of humanity, to degrade them into 
contempt, 


. 
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Let your friend, my good Tiberius, be upon 
his guard againſt the approaches of this ſtapid 
diſdain: on the contrary, it will behove hini to 
cheriſh, as the nurſe of himſelf and of human 
kind, this too much deſpiſed, though excellent 
and beneficial branch of induſtry. It is juſt, in 
the arrangement of things, that the people fliould 
labour for the two other claſſes of ſociety, which 
co-operate with them for the good of the whole, 
and contribute largely to the ſupport of that power 
which forms the defence of the community. 
The earth was ordaincd to ſupply the nurture of 
man, and to thoſe who increaſe its fertility the 
firſt maintenance is due: this is juſtice to the huſ- 
bandman ; and the ſtate, in rating him to the 
charges of government, mult be * careful to lay 
the tax upon his redundancies only. If the ſole 
recompenſe of hard and unremitting labour were 
no more than the mere privilege of leading an 
undeſirable and wretched life, the cultivators of 
the earth could no longer be deemed a part of 
the political aſſociation, but would remain in a 
ſtate of ſlavery: their condition would be intoler- 


able ; they would ruth from their rank, turn order 


into anarchy, or elſe put a ſtop to the propagation 


* This was the maxim of Henry IV. of France; and of all 
good Kings, 


152 BELISARIUS. 


of ſo many nuſerable beings, and fo annihilate the 
rank itſelf. 


It muſt be allowed, ſaid Juſtinian, that they are 
too much depreficd : but happily little is wanting 
to that race of men, inured as they are to penury 
and labour! Beyond the excitement of appetite 
and the firſt wants of nature their ambition never 
ariſes ; let them have bread, and they have content 
along with it. 


To ſay the truth, my good neighbour, replied 
Beliſarius, one would imagine that you had lived 
your days in courts, for you are maſter of the 
language. What you have now advanced rings 
for ever in the ear of a prince, that he may be 
the more readily induced to pillage his people, and 
that he may do it without remorfe. The people, 
it is true, have not the inordinate wants which 
luxury has created in the higher ranks of life, an/l 
therefore they are more likely to be reaſonable in 
their complaints and their demands. The more frugal 
and modeſt their way of life, the more ſober and 
temperate their manners, the ſtronger is the pre- 
ſumption that, when they remonſtrate their griev- 
ances, they do it with ſufficient provocation. In 
the court dictionary, to want the neceſſaries of 
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hte implies the want of ability to maintain twenty 
ulel2!s horſes, and, as many idle drones in livery : 
in the honett meaning of the fimple hutbandman, 
it 1s to want wherewithal to nourith a poor old 
father bending under years and infirmities, ta 
rear a little race of infants whole feeble arms are 
yet unfit for work, and to comfort a virtuous wife 
who is either breeding or nurſing a new ſubject of 
the ſtate; it is, in plain rural language, to want 
theſe things, and to want, beſides, the proper 
ſeeds to depoſit in the ground, a well-ſtored gra- 
nary againſt an hard ſeaſon in a year of ſcarcity, 
and in age and in fickneſs the comforts and the 
ſuccours which weary nature has occafion for. 
Oh ! wy friends, 1s it not manifeſt that the fruits 
of agriculture are deſtined in the firſt place, and 
of juſtice due, to thoſe who labour to make the 
earth more productive? The deſtination is holy, 
and ſhould be kept more ſacred and inviolable 
than all the treaſure in the depoſitories of 
Janus. 


Alas! ſaid the emperor, they are times of public 
calamity, when government may exert a di{penimg 
power, and ſtate-neceſſity is then the law whach 
impoſes new burthens and taxes on the people. 
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It ſhould be a caſe of the latt extremity indeed, 
replied Beliſarius; every ſuperfiuity thould be 1irit 
brought into the common ſtock, al! retources ithonld 
be exhauſted, and no way left of ſaving the ſtate 
but by the ruin of the people. That ſtate- neceſſity 
I am a ſtranger to: the occation for that diſpenſing 
power | have never ſeen “. But to repreſent things 
in their true poiut of light; do you Know where 
the miſchief lies that makes the honeſt hufband- 
man groan in miſery ? It reſts with that ſuperior 
claſs, as it is called, who paſs away the hours in 
idleneſs and riot: by them the whole burthen 
is thrown upon honeſt induſtry. They reap al- 
moſt all the advantages of the civil union, and 
yet contribute the leaſt to its ſupport ; they do 
nothing for the ſtrength and dignity of the go- 
vernment which gives them fo much eaſe and 
enjoyment ; they repay nothing for the benefits 
they receive, and yet in their caſe it ſcems a pri- 
vileged, an honourable inſolvency. Let this abuſe 
be altogether reformed : let the neceflary charge 
of government fall in juſt proportions upon every 


* Marcus Aurclius, in a preſſing exigence, rather than over- 
load the people with new taxes fold the furniture of the imperial 
palace : Vaſa aurea, uxoriam ac ſuam fer;cam et auream veſtum 


multa ornamenta gemmarum z ac per duos menſcs vendlitio habita 
eit. Aurel. Vict. 
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inember of the community; let it be diffuſed 
through all orders ot men, according to the means 
and abilities of cach, and the burthen will then 
be light and equitable. 


What has not been attempted, ſaid the emperor, 
in order to eſtabliſh this juſt equality ſo much de- 
fired? Have not the Decurions, who were baſe 
enough, in the afleilment of the cities committed 
to them, to over-rate ſome in order to give undue 
exceptions to others, been adjudged by the law to 
be burnt alive ? 


Alas! replied Belifarius, I know that little fa- 
your is ſhewn to thoſe unhappy wretches, For 
not ſufficiently grinding the face of the poor 
they are laid in irons, unmercifully ſcourged and 
buffetted, and perfecuted, under the nameof Juſtice, 
with every barbarity, till they envy even the lot of 
flaves. But for the regents of provinces, for pro- 
conſuls, and other miniſters, are there rods and 
dungeons ready? and ſuppofing there were, of 
what uſe are pains and penalties, while the month 
of complaint is ſtopped, and the cries of miſery 
are ſuffocated ? Let laws abate of their ſeverity, ſo. 
they have a free courſe, and injured men are per- 
mitted to proſecute their legal remedy. 
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The liberty to complain of grievances, ſaid 
Jaftinian, has been the right of the people in 


all periods. 


It has fo, replied Beliſarius, it is a conſtitutional 
right, but the exerciſe of it has depended upon 
the will and pteaſure of ſubordinate tyrants. Have 
not attempts been made to attach the perſons of 
preſidents and prefects, that cities and provinces 
might be at liberty to appeal to the court for a 
redreſs of injuries, in which thoſe very men were 
either principals or accomplices ? And could any 
method be taken more ſure of procuring impunity 
for the offenders? The law directs its miniſters to 
prevent violence and exactions; and thoſe very 
miniſters are the parties accuſed, The law im- 
poſes a religious duty upon the governors of pro- 
vinces, to protect the weak from the oppreſſions 
of the ſtronger; and thofe very governors have at 
once the means of oppreſſing, and even the power 
of doing it, under the ſanction of that very law 
which forbids them. The law defines the groſs 
ſum of the tax; but prefidents and pro-confuls 
make the aſſeſſment upon individuals, and they 
never want ſophiſtry to give a colour to the exac- 


tions. The law gives a right of citing the tools. 


au little inſtruments of the governor before the 
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governor himſelf; but from his tribunal there Hes 
no appeal to the ſovereign, and this, we ate told, 
is grounded upon a masim, That the prince raites 
none to that high ſtation but men of approved 
witdom and uprightnets, who can do no wrong 
But cannot the prince be deceived in his choice * 
To truſt the welfare of a whole people to the pro- 
miſed faith of one man is a monſtrous abſurdity in 
government. Juſtinian was aware of this, and to 
reform the abuſe re- eſtabli ſled the Prætorſhip, with 
full powers and inſtructions to inquire into the 
conduct and depredations of the governors. But, 
in doing this, he created a new order of tyrants, 
whoſe reſidence in the provinces gave an opportu- 
nity to corruption to ſpread as it were by conta- 
gion, till they, who were meant to be the guar- 
dians of the people, became confederates m pro- 
fligacy, and increated the number of vile uſurpers. 
Hence the impunity with which vice lords it 
through the empire; hence too, the ſhameful im- 
becility of relaxed and ineffectual laws. 


What would you do in ſuch a caſe, ſaid the 
emperor ?--T would hſten, rephed Beliſarius, to the 
ofiteries of the injured, and proud oppreſſion ſhould 


treble for its geült. 
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There is, among the various inſtitutions e{ta- 
bliſhed by the princes of the empire, one that 1 
reverence, and fervently with to ſee enforced ac- 
cording to the truc principles and ſpirit of its 
deſign. When in the number of perſons, to whom 
the authority of government is delegated, I per- 
ceived a ſet of othcers ſent into the provinces * 
with ſpecial powers to hear the complaints of tlie 
people, in order to tranſmit a memorial of griev- 
ances to the emperor, I felt my heart expand 
with the ſpirit of humanity. My vows are ofter- 
ed up, my conſtant prayers, that the prince may 
give that important office all its weight and 
dignity; that he may nominate to ſo glorious an 
employment his ſelect and moſt virtuous friends, 
the men of approved integrity and honour; that 
amidſt the awful pomp of religious ceremony he 
may receive, at the foot of the altar, the ſolemn 
oath, by which the choſen patriots ſhall bind them- 
ſelves to their prince, their country, and their God, 
never to betray the intereſts of the weak and help- 
leſs to the pride and arrogance of domineering 
ſpirits; that he may each year depute his honeſt 
band as the guardians of our civil rights; and 
that he may, as ſoon as their high commithon ts 


® They were called Cux1051, 
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executed, recal them to his preſence, leſt corruption 
have time to tamper with their virtue. Were things 
in this train, what glorious effects might be ex- 
pected from ſuch a viſitation! The contequences 
are now before my eyes Behold, on the arrival 
of the juſt and upright man, how Liberty rears 
its hend in the provinces, and fmiles content! how 
Tyranny and Oppreſſion look abathed and tremble ! 
Behold the governors, the pro-contuls, and their 
deputies, turn pale and ſhrink at the tribunal of 
of their judge, who 1s ſurrounded by a grateful 
aſſembly of the people, and hailed as their father and 
their avenger | It is the complaint of kings that the 
Truth does not reach them ! But oh, my friends ! 
ſhe endeavours to make her way to them, and 
even break through their guards, in defiance of 
ſwords and peril. Yet how caſy might the ac- 
ceſs be made! It would not then be the ſeditious 
outcry of a tumultuous people, but the calm 
remonſtrauce of the wiſe and good offering up, 
with retpecttul deference, at the toot of the throne, 
the ſupplications of humanity. How rare would be 
the flagrant outrages committed in the very name 
of the tovereign, if thus annually they were to 
undergo a ſevere and ſtrict examination, while the 
ſword of juſtice is ready in the ſovereign's hand to 
tall on every guilty head | 
P2 
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Of all ranks in {ocicty, the military clats is that 
where licentiouſneſs ard diſorder are likely to pre- 
vall with impunity. But let diſcipline be enforced 
with due rigour throughout the army; let par- 
tiality never glide into the adminiſtration of juſtice ; 
and a few examples, ſuch as Juſtician has held 
forth to the world, will controul the wildeſt and 
moſt daring ſpirits. 


To what example do you allude, ſaid the em- 
peror ?—You fliall hear, replied Beliſarius: it is, 
in my judgment, the brighteſt paſſage of his reign. 
The generals who commanded at Colchis had im- 
brued their hands in royal blood. The king of 
the Lazians, even then in alliance with the em— 
peror, was inhumanly murdered. Without deliy 
juſtinian ſent Athanaſius, one of the mult dit- 
tinguiſhed ſenators, with inſtructions aud pal 
powers to hold an inquiry into the conduct of the 
delinquents, and after a full hearing to pronounce 
judgment, and ſee the ſentence of the law exc- 
cuted on the guilty. Athauaſius, who was nov 
judge in the laſt reſort, conducted this important 
buſineſs with all the pomp ard tolemaity the on- 
cation required. On one of the tmualler hills of 
Caucaſus he fixed his tribunal, and there, wu tho 
light of the Lazian army, the nauxderers of the 
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king were beheaded. But commiſſions of this na- 
ture called for men ſuperior to corruption, of which, 
indeed, the number 1s milerably thinned by the 
weak and proſtrate condition of the ſenate. 


How ! ſaid Tiberms, are you a zealot for that 
deſpotic order, thoſe enemies of civil liberty, 
men of boundleſs arrozance in power, ſubmihve 
to uſurpation, and ever ready to entlave or be 
entlaved ? 


When I bemoan the want of a ſenate, replied 
Beliſarius, I do not regret what it was; I regret 
what it might have been. There is in every g0- 
vernment a tendency to arbitrary power; for it is 
perhaps natural to man to ſet up his own will as 
a law to others. By their rigid behaviour, their 
inflexible pride, and domineering arrogance, the 
fenate made their adminiſtration odious ; and man- 
kind, haraſſed out, began to conceive hopes that 
the government of one might prove more mild 
and equitable ; they preferred it, therefore, to the 
tyranny of the few. The ſovercign, thus eſta- 
bliſhed, grew jealouſly fond of the ſole authority, 
and upon the ruins of the ſenate he has determined 
to build up his prerogative. As he had advanced 
in his encroachment, a panic ſeized the fenate, 
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and the whole order crouched at once with a mean- 
nels that exceeded even the withes of the new 
maſter ; even Tiberius bluthed for their ſervility : 
but it is eaſy to conceive, that the ſenate, when it 
loſt the power of doing evil, might ſtill retain that 
of rendering ſervice to the public; that it might 
give to government an air of conſtitutional au- 
thority; and being an intermediate order between 
the ſovereign and the people, might connect and 
ſtrengthen the whole force of the community. 
And yet 1t 1s not in this view that I regard the 
ſenate. I conſider it as a ſeminary of ſtateſmen 
and of heroes, where at all times might be tound 
a ſet of great and emincut characters, uſed alike 
to the ſword and to the 1cales of juſtice, diftin- 
guiſhed both in council and in the field, and fully 
inſtructed how to give ſupport to government by 
ſalutary laws and military force. It is from that 
nurſery of men, all trained to truth, to knowledge, 
and to virtue, chat the ſovereign would be always 
able to ſele&t his miniſters, his generals, his go- 
verncrs, and his officers of every fort. Let there 
be occaſion now for a man of principle, wiſdom, 
and ability ; where is he to be found? How 1s he 
to be known ? Where has he diſtinguiſhed himſelf? 
Mutt the tate of a whole people be riſked before 
he can have a decided character? Can a Regulus, 
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a Fabius, or a Scipio, be formed by the new in- 
ſtitution of an imperial militia to do duty about 
the palace *? Inſtead of a public carecr of emnla- 
tion, where the foldiery is 1nured to the excrcitc 
of arms, where talents enter the liſts, where virtue 
is called forth into open day-hght, where the cha- 
racters of men diſplay themictves to the world, 
and the powers of genius arc unfolded, and abi- 
lities preſs forward in the race of glory; inſtead 
ot this bright ſchool of honour. all generous con- 
tention is {upprefied, and employments of dignity, 
that ſhould be the reward of merit only, are now 
given as a compliment to the accidental ciream- 
ſtances of birth, or partially dealt ont by the hand 
of court favour. From this fource ſpring all the 
evils, which, like a torrent, threaten to overv. hola 
the ſtate. 


What would you adviſe, ſaid the emperor ? 
When men have degenerated into vice and pro- 
fligacy; when the whole race is degraded; and, 
after painful endeavours to appoint for the beſt, 
nothing great or good can be ſeparated troin the 


This new-fangled order conſiſted of the civil magiſtrate and 
the officers of the revenue. The ſcnate was merges in it by policy 
of the emperors, 
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general maſs of the times; judgment then may 
be weary of deliberating, and he who finds that 
he chooſes only to err, may reaſonably defire to 
wave the fatigue of thinking to no purpoſe. 


That is concluding too haſtily, replied Beliſa- 
rius; though often battled iu the choice, yet 
the ſovereign ſhould not be diſcouraged. Total 
depravity never happens; honeſt men are always 
to be found; and if not found, they are to be 
made. They Mall be made, if the love of virtue, 
and peneration to diſtinguiſh it, form the cha- 
rater of the prince. Farewell, my friends, the 
topic I have juſt ſtarted thall be diſcuſſed at our 
next meeting; and it will be no unpleaſing in 
quiry, if we find, as 1 think we ſhall, that to 
reform the worſt abuſes depciuds upon the volition 
of a ſingle man. 


Beliſarius ſeems to reſt every thing upon the 
weak irreſolate will of the prince, ſaid Juſtinian 
to Tiberius: but can a mere act of the will beſtow 
diſcernment, or aſcertain a proper choice ? Is he 
not aware of the falſe appearances under which 
men diſguiſe themſelves : That men will be born 
ſuch as you chooſe they ſhould, faid Tiberius, as if 
nature were ſubject to political authority, is a pro- 
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poſition that embarraſſis me nvich Yet Peliſarius 
has à large and comprehentive mind : his „cars and 
his misfortenes have opened to hun many veins ot 
reflection; and it will be well u erth ile te 
Liten to him, 
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O x their arrival the following day, they found 
Beliſarius employed with his man Paulinus in the 
cultivation of his garden. Had you arrived, ſaid he, 
a moment ſooner, you would have learnt, as I my- 
ſelf have done, an excellent leſſon in the art of 
governing; for nothing bears ſo ſtrong a reſem- 
blance to political economy as the management of 
plants; and my gardener, who is here at hand, rea- 
ſons upon the matter like another Solon. 


As the emperor and Tiberius were walking a turn 
with the hero, the young man ſtated to him the 
ſeveral reflections they had made, together with 
the reaſons upon with they founded an opinion that 
he was wrong in his laſt propoſition, 


It is too true, replied Beliſarius, that a prince, 
ſurrounded in his palace by a circle of courtiers 
and of flatterers, will have but little knowledge 
of mankind; but what ſhall reſtrain him from 
breaking through the fence, from being communi- 
cative aud caſy of acceſs? Aſſability in a ſovereign 
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is an inquiry into that truth, which will be diſ- 
guited by lus flaves, but never withheld from him 
by the friend of the people, the honeſt hutband- 
man, and the rough veicran ſoldier. From them 
he will hcar the voice of the public; that voice 
which is the oracle kings ought to conſult, the beſt, 
the unerring decider of merit and of virtue ! Let 
that oracle pronounce what men are fit for (ſervants 
of the ſtate, and an erroneous choice will ſeldom 
be made. To tay the whole in a few words, the 
ſovercign's attention ought to be directed only to 
two objects, which arc, the counſellors of ſtate, 
and the men who are to carry the plans of the 
cabinet into execution: if the former are fit for 
their high oſtice, I will be reſponſible for the latter. 
The whole depends upon having near his perſon 
men worthy of their ſtation. Theodoric had but 
one faithful adviter, the virtuous Cathodorus, and 
the glory of his reign 1s known to the univerſe. I 
will take upon me to ſay, that even at court there 
are not wanting infallible criterions of honour 
and fidelity. Severity of manners, diſintereſted 
conduct, the honeſt firmneſs of truth, a generous 
ardour in the cauſe of innocence, unſhaken con- 
ſtancy in friendſhip, a zeal for virtue that never 
veers about with the gales of fortune, and a rever- 
ence for the laws; theſe are the features of cha- 


5 


# 


| 
1. 
| 9 


168 BELISARTUS. 
rater by wiuch a prince may know how to diſ- 
tinguifh among men, and to determine his choice, 
Would you know the tokens which ſhould make 
lim proſcribe men from his preſence ? They are 
more legible and certain than the former; tor 
virtue may be counterfeit, but the character of 
vice is ſeldom acted. As ſoon as it appears, you 
may believe it genuine, For example, if I were 
a king, the man who once ſhould dare to talk 
with contempt of my people, with levity of the 
duties of my ſtation, or thoald attempt to varniſh 
with flattery the abuſe of my prerogative, that 
man ſhould never rank in the lift of my friends. 
Moreover, to an oblervant eye that marks the 
ways of the world, there are never wanting cer- 
tain traces of character, which, through the veil 
of diſſimulation, betray the habitual ſenfiment, 


Y 
and develope the inward man. I have hcard much 


of the profound impoſture of courtiers : but im- 
poſture is as well known as candour itſelf ; and 
ſhould the ſovereign be 1mpoſed upon, the public 
voice will undeceive him. Let him therefore give 
tis eſteem and confidence. to the worthy, and he 
will be fare to be properly informed in every de- 
liberation : for truth and virtue will then fit at his 
council-board. 
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But do you conhder, faid the emperor, what a 
mMumoer of the good and virtnons he will have oc- 
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cation tor, that the free courſe of juſtice and the 
dignity of his reign may be ſupported in their 
vigour ? Where is he to find the men to complete 
ſo honourable a liſt ? 


4 
1 b TIP , 
Human nature, rephed Beliſarius, will always 
5 e d how © t 
1 | ſupply him. Let ſovereigns know how to ute them, 
\ and the will never be defectve.—And to direct 
e 


n . that uſe, ſaid ſuſtinian, can there be a better rule 
than that of wholeſome and ſalutary laws ?—That 


5 will go a great way, replied Beliſarius; but it is 

ai not all: the manners are not, in many inſtances, 

@. | within the controul of law. 

Cel Z oy 3 

RY And how then, ſaid Juſtinian, are nveterate 
hs habits, to which time has given a kind of preſerip- 

2 tion, to be effectually changed ? 

and * N 3 

he My gardener will inform you, rephed Beliſarius. 
"9K Here, Paulinus: When a noxtons herb ſhoots np 

5 i among your plants, what do you do ?—I take it 

Abe up by the root, anſwered the honeſt gardener — 

125 But why, inſtead of weeding it, don't you lop it — 

a 1 


Why, it would ſprout again, and there would be 
no end of the trouble: and beſides, - good Sir, it 
Q 
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is at the root it ſucks in the juice of the earth, and 
that is our buſineſs to prevent.—\Y ou hear him, 
my friends, ſaid Beliſarius ; he has given you an 
abridgment of the law. The law, it is true, re- 
trenches, as far as it is able, the crimes of tociety ; 
but the vices that give birth to thoſe crimes are 
ſuffered to remain, whereas they ought to be weed- 
ed and torn up by the root. Nor is that an im— 


practicable ſcheme : for all vices, at leaſt thoſe of 


the court, have one common root, and grow out 
of the ſame ſced And what is that, pray? ſaid 
Tiberius. Inordinate defire, rephed Beliſarius: 
and whether that deſire be underſtood to import 
avarice that loves to hoard, or rapacity that de- 
lights in ſquandering, there is nothing ſordid and 
unworthy but what ſprings from that ſource. 
Inhumanity, fraud, treachery, ingratitude, envy, 
malice, and all the vices that make the grada- 
tion to the higheſt iniquity, are modes of the ſame 
depravity of heart, that breaks out in every ſpecies 
of meanneſs and of pride. It goes on in a courſe 
of depredation upon mankind, and with the ſpoils 
of the weak pampers ittelf 1n riot, voluptuous 
enjoyment, and every ſort of profligacy and cor- 
ruption. Thus the love of riches infects the whole 
ſyſtem of the manners, Does it kindle ambition? 
Ferfidy and fraud are mingled with what other- 
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wWile night be a noble paſſion. Is courage ever 


erated upon covetouſneſs? From the ſtock on 
lieh it grows, even courage ſhall derive the per- 
nicious qualities that debaſe it into a vice. The 
moſt brilliant talents are by avarice tinged with 
the ſtaiu of venality; and the ſoul, which is en- 
fiaved by it, is for ever ſet up to auction, to be 
bought by the higheſt bidder. 


From this ſource, this fatal defire of amaſſing 
wealth, ſpring all the crimes that diſturb the com- 
munity. Of this vice, whoſe tyranny afflicts the 
univerſe, Luxury is the parent; for, to make its 
genealogy clear, Luxury engenders various wants : 
by theſe Avarice is begot ; and Axarice, to gratify 
her purpoſes, is obliged to league with Oppreſlion. 
From hence it 1s clear that, to lay the axe to the 
root of the miſchief, we muſt begin with Luxury : 
there muſt commence the grand revolution in the 
manners, 


But that, ſaid the emperor, will be to wage war 
with an hydra ; one head is ſtruck off, and thou- 
ſands grow in its room. To ute a compariſon more 
analogons ; L!1xary is a Proteus, which is never to 
be chained, but eludcsthe touch in different ſhape. 
I wil go further, ſaid the emperor : the caulſts 
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is at the root it ſacks in the juice of the carth, and 
that is our buſineſs to prevent —\Y ou hear hut, 
my friends, ſaid Beliſarius; he has given you an 
abridgment of the law. The law, it is true, re- 
trenches, as far as it is able, the crimes of tociety ; 
but the vices that give birth to thoſe crimes are 
ſuffered to remain, whereas they ought to be weed- 
ed and torn up by the root. Nor is that an im- 
practicable ſcheme : for all vices, at leaſt thoſe of 
the court, have one common root, and grow out 
of the ſame ſeed And what is that, pray? ſaid 
Tiberius.—Inordinate deſire, rephed Beli ſarius: 
amd whether that deſire be underſtood to import 
avarice that loves to hoard, or rapacity that de- 
lights in ſquandering, there is nothing ſordid and 
unworthy but what ſprings from that ſource. 
Inhumanity, fraud, treachery, ingratitude, envy, 
malice, and all the vices that make the grada- 
tion to the higheſt iniquity, are modes of the ſame 
depravity of heart, that breaks out in every ſpecies 
of meanneſs and of pride. It goes on in a courſe 
of depredation upon mankind, and with the ſpoils 
of the weak pampers ittelf in riot, voluptuous 
emoyment, and every ſort of profligacy and cor- 
ruption. Thus the love of riches infects the whole 
ſyſtem of the manners, Does it kindle ambition? 
Ferfidy and fraud are nungled with what other- 
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Wir might be a noble paſſion. Is courage ever 
grafted upon covetouſnels? From the ftock on 
which it grows, even courage ſhall derive the per- 
nicious qualities that debaſe it into a vice. The 
moſt brilliant talents are by avarice tinged with 
the ſtay of venality ; and the ſoul, which is en- 
ſlaved by it, is for ever ſet up to auction, to be 
bought by the higheſt bidder. 

From this ſource, this fatal defire of amaſſing 
wealth, ſpring all the crimes that diſturb the com- 
munity. Of this vice, whoſe tyranny afflicts the 
univerſe, Luxury is the parent ; for, to make its 
genealogy clear, Luxury engenders various wants : 
by theſe Avarice is begot ; and Avarice, to gratify 
her purpoſes, is obliged to league with Oppreſlion. 
From hence it is clear that, to lay the axe to the 
root of the miſchief, we muſt begin with Luxury : 


there muſt commence the grand revolution in the 
manners, 


But that, ſaid the emperor, will be to wage war 
with an hydra ; one head is ſtruck off, and thou- 
ſands grow in its room. To ute a compariſon more 
analogons ; L'1xury is a Proteus, which is never to 
be chained, but eludcs the touch in different ſhapes. 
I will go further, ſaid the emperor : the cauſus 
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and the effects of Luxury, its connexious and its 
wtercit, form a ſyſtem fo compounded of good ard 
evil, that, were it potſible to reftrain or deſtroy 1t, 
I thould much doabt whether the former would be 
endured, or the latter prove in the end an advan- 
tage to the ſtate, 


I grant you, replied Beliſarius, that luxury in 
the ſtate is like a ſet of wicked and evil men, who 
have entrenched themſelves in great connexions: 
meaſures are kept with them in the beginning, on 
account of their party; but in the end they are 
ordered into confinement, as enemies of the ſtate, 
I thall not, however, go fo far. Let us ſet out 


with facts which 7 myſelf have ſeen. Luxury, 


it has been ſaid, is of uſe in capital cities. I do not 
believe the poſition ; but, be that as 1t may, in a 
camp I am ſure it is pernicious. When Pompey 
ubſerved the ſoldiers of Cæſar living upon roots 
that grew wildly in the fields, They are, ſaid he, an 
herd of brute beafts he ſhould have ſaid, They are 
en. The primary quality of a general is to hazard 
his life; the ſecond, to circumſcribe his paſſions 
and his wants withia the bounds of reaſon and of 
nature ; and this laſt, to the man enervated by yo- 
luptuous indolence, will be a taſk of the moſt 
difficult ſelf-denial. Ihe people that ſhall endea- 
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vour, amidit the rough ſcenes of war, to enjoy the 
ſofter delicacies of peace, will ſtrive to reconcile 
two things wholly incompatible, and will neither 
be able to bear proſperity nor the reverſes of for- 
tune. To be victorious will not anſwer their pur- 
poſe ; they muſt riot in abundance ; and thould 
that happen not to be the conſequence, even vic- 
tory will loſe its charms. The camp, where fru- 
gality and ſober manners prevail, will be full of 
ſpirit and manly vigour ; it will be, as I may ſay, on 
the wing; wlule the army, which is diſſolved in 
luxury, grows flaggith, daſtardly, and inactive. By 
temperance all the advantages of inward ſtrength 
and outward reſource are managed and ſecured ; 
and, on the other hand, they are all thrown away 
by prodigality, till at length defolation, famine, 
pale dilinay, and ſhameful flight, conclude the war 
with infamy and diſgrace. To the people ſoftened 
by efFiainacy, every cnterpriſe appears above 
their ſtrength: the principle of valour may remain, 
but the power of executing 1s gone; and the 
enemy that knows how to haraſs and fatigue, need 
not endeavour to vanquith ; the delays of war will 
have the eflicacy of ſo many battles. 


Nor does the whole miſchief of luxury conſiſt 
in waſting the vigour of the body; it ſtrikes cor- 
Q 3 
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ruption to the very foul. The man of wealth and 
affluence, who leads pleaſure and luxury in his 
train, diffuſes a contagion through the camp; 
and the ſoldier of fortune, aſhamed to be outdone 
by his equal in the army, becomes his competitor 
in profligacy, and for a ſhew of vain glory incurs 
real diſhonour., 'To riches and fplendour of ap- 
pearance, eſteem is oflered up as a tribute, while 
poverty falls into contempt, and ſober virtue is 
abathed by ridicule : then farewell to all; there 
can be no deeper perdition. This, my friends, is 
not a fictitious account of luxury: it is the hiſtory 
of what I have ſcen. 


I know full well, ſaid Tiberius, that yon ba- 
niſhed it from your armies ; pray inform me 
how was that accomplithed ? — Without any kind 
of difficulty, replied Belfarms : I cathiered it 
from my own tent, and made it appear throngh- 
out the ranks in a contemptible light. Againſt 
the venom of pride contetupt is a powerful anti- 
dote! I had learned that a young Afiatic had 
uſhered into my camp the foft indulgences of his 
native clime ; that he repoſed himſelf under a pur- 
ple pavilion, and drauk oat of golden gobicts ; 
that his table ſmoked with the rareſt dithes, and 
ſparkled with the moſt exquifite wines. I invited 
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him to dine with me, and in the preſence of his 
comrades—Toung man, faid I, yon ſee we hve 
here upon homely fare; we are often worſe ſerved, 
and it is what we have to expe; for in the race 
of glory it is our lot veryoften to want bread. Your 
delicacy, take my word for it, will meet frequent 
diſappointments in this hardy courte of life, and 
therefore I would adviſe you to take your leave of 
the army. He received his reproach with true ſen- 
fibility, made an apology for his conduct, and 
diſcharged his retinue.—And was that admonition 
ſufficient, interpoſed Tiberius. - Without doubt it 
was, replied Beliſarius; for my own example gave 
weight to my precepts ; and, beſides, the character 
of irrefolution never belonged to me. gut ſurely 
this ſeverity of life muſt have occaſioned great 
complaints !—When the law is cqual and expedient, 
it is obeyed without murmuring.—Very true; but 
to be humbled to the level of the poor muſt have 
been an hardſhip upon the rich man.—'t hat may 
polſibly be the caſe; but to counterbalance that 
inconvenience, it was agrecable to the poor man 
to ſee the rich undiſtinguiſhed; and the poor in 
all quarters of the world are the greateſt party. 
ves; but in courts the rich have the ſirongeſt in- 
hience.— They have ſo, and they revenged them- 
ſelyes by my ruin: and yet, far from repenting, I 
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ſhould act in the ſame manneragain; for the vigour 
of the ſoul, like that of the body, is the reſult of tem- 
perance. Without temperance there is nothing ge- 
nerous and difintereticd ; and without diſinterteſted- 
neſs, not a ſingle virtue. I inquired of a ſhepherd 
one day, why his dogs were ſo faithful? Becauſe, 
ſaid he, they live on bread, Had they been nourith- 
ed with fleſh, they would be no better than wolves. 
I was much ſtruck with this reply. In general, the 
ſureſt way to controul the progreſs of vice 1s to 
retrench the wants occaſioned by evil habits, —All 
this is practicable in an army, {:id the emperor, 
but merely vihonary, nay, impoſlible in a ſtate. 
Between civil inſtitutions and military law there 
1s a wide ditterence : by the latter liberty is much 
abridged, and fettered with ſtrict limitations. No 
law whatever reſtrains a member of ſociety trom 
enriching himſelf by fair and honeſt means; and 
when wealth is acquired, no Jaw can diveſt him 
of the right ot diſpoſing of it, or prevent a quict 
enjoyment of his property. It is the fruit of his 
induſtry, his labour, and his talents, or it was 
tranſmitted to him by his anceſtors. He is at li— 
berty to dillipate, or to gratify his avarice by con- 
cealing his treature.—I ſubſcribe to what you ſay, 
{.ud Beliſarius.—I go ſtill further, continued the 
emperor :' if the riches of the ommunity are en- 
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groſfed by a particular claſs of men, it is fit that 
they ſhould be diftuſed, and that labour and in- 
dattry ſhonld derive their ſhare from the hand of 
idlenefs. - concur with you in that alto, ſaid the 
hero —I will add, reſnined Juſtinian, that ſenſu- 
ality, oſtentation, {ſplendour of appearance, the 
caprices of taſte, the coquetry of fathion, the reſine- 
ments of efſeminacy, and the whims of vanity, 
are all little blenuthes in the manners, which the 
policy of every ſtate connives at, and of which, 
without a degree of tyranny, no law can take cog- 
nizance.—IIcaven forbid, ſaid Beliſarius, that I 
ſhould defire to bring down the weight of law 
upon matters of this ſort !—Now then you fee, 
continued the emperor, that luxury ſtands pro- 
tected by all that is held ſacred and inviolable 
amongſt men, by liberty, by the rights of pro- 
perty, and, I may add, public utility.-I agree to 
all, ſaid Belilarius, except that laſt pont To 
clear that from objections, ſaid the prince, you 
will allow that luxury animates the arts, and bids 
them thrive and flouriſh ; that it encourages in- 
duſtry, and excites a fpirit of activity and emula- 
tion, offering to the habit of indolence and the 
love of idleneſs new incentives of deſire, artificial 

wants, aud ſtudied gratifſications. 
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I allow, ſaid Belifarius, that luxury, for thofe 
who have been addicted to it, has its allurements, 
and that it is profitable to the men who ſtudy to 
heighten thoſe allurements and gratify defire: that 
the law ſhould leave that commerce free and open 
I likewiſe admit. Is not this what you contend for? 


J contend for fomething further, replied the 
emperor : I maintain, that the influence of luxury, 
by progrethve degrees, diffuſes itfelf through every 
claſs of the community, even down to thoſe who 
work and labour, ft is beneficial to them, for it 
opens a vent for their commodities, and yields a 
quick return for their induſtry. 


It is upon this point, ſaid Beliſarius, that ap- 
pearances miſlead you ; for that which comes to 
the ſhare of the labouring man from the hand of 
prodigality, only reverts back to the original 
owner: it was firſt taken from him by avarice ; 
and if it return to him, it is becauſe luxury can- 
not prevent it, Recal to mind the idea which I 
formerly ſuggeſted, of the primitive ſtate of ſo- 
ciety : what is the end it has in view ? Is it not to 
render man uſeful to man? And in that ſyſtem, is 
not the right which one man has to the labour of 
another tounded on reciprocal conditions? If ig 
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what muſt be ſaid of him who employs thouſands 
to aniwer the multiplicity of his wants, without 
contributing on his part to the 1ervice of others? 
He is like a ſterile and pernicious herb that grows 
to ſced in a field of wheat. Such is the rich man 
who loiters his days in idleneſs and luxury. For 
him the buſy part of the ſociety are at work ; and 
with a cold diſregard he receives the products of 
their labour as a tribute due to him. To ſupply 
his deſire, and adminiſter to his pleaſures, ſeems 
the employment of all nature; the elements, the 
moſt exquiſite viands, the arts and the choiceſt et- 
forts of invention, are all his. Ite partakes of 
all, and is unconducive himſelt to any uletul end; 
he engroſſes from the public ſervice a number of 
hands for his own purpoſes; he docs the duty of 
none, and dies at laſt without leaving any void, 
but that of the good things he has conſumed. 


I am not clear as to this point, ſaid Tiberius ; 
for it ſeems to me that he is not altogether ſo great 
an incumbrance as you imagine. For it he does 
not throw the fruits of his own talents into the 
general fund; if he does not impart to the public 
his own activity and powers; yet he circulates his 
money, and that does full as well. 
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Hold, my young friend, ſaid Beliſarius; money 
is a mere ſymbol of valuation, a general ſtandard, 
denoting the worth of the thing we receive, and 4 
pledge for the return of it. It anſwers the pur- 
potes of mutual commerce, and gives facility to the 
traffic between man and man: but he who, in the 
courſe of that traffic, gives only the ſymbol, and 
never parts with the reality, breaks the true law 
of commutation, in order to poſſeſs himſelf of 
that for which he never pays in kind. The pawn 
which he depoſits diſpenſes with the contract, 
inſtead of binding 1t cloſer. Let the magiſtrate 
keep painful vigils for the public ſafety ; let the 
ſoldier fight the battles of Ins country; and let the 
huſbandman and artificer work inceflantly ; the 
right of the rich man to their joint ſervices is an- 
nually renewed, and his privilege to be inſignifi- 
cant is ſtamped upon his gold, 


In this manner, ſaid Tiberius, the world is 
hired in the ſervice of opulence — It is fo, my 
young friend, continued Behſarins ; and the rich 
man 1s at no other tronble than that of paying 
in the detail to the whole community the wages 
of their ſervitude— But ſhould there be ſuch a 
ſtate of ſervitude? inquired Tiberius Why-ſhoald 
any government endure theſe men of overgrown 
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opulence ?—Becaute, replied the hero, the law 
ſecures to every individual the potieſhon of the 
property he has acquired, and nothing can be 
ſo juſtly acquired as the fruit of labour, 1n- 
duſtry, and knowledge. With the liberty of 
acquiring the right of poſſeſſing is naturally con- 
nected ; and property, as well as liberty, 1s a civil 
right not to be violated “. It is, without doubt, 
an evil, that the opulent ſhould have it in their 
power to throw the whole load of their own ex- 
iſtence, and that of their train, upon the commu- 
nity; but it would be a more crying evil were the 
principles of emulation ſuppreſſed, and induſtry di- 
veſted of a ſecure title to its poſſeſlions. Let us 
therefore not complain of incurable evils. As long 
as there are degrees of activity, induſtry, and co— 
nomy, there will alſo be degrees of happineſs and 
inequality in the conditions of mankind. The 
more flouriſhing the ſtate, the more ſtriking will 
that inequality be; and yet to level thoſe con- 
ditions, is a power that no legitlature will uſurp. 


* A philoſopher at Athens found a treaſure that had been hid 
in his ground. He wrote to de einperor Trajan, I have found a 
treaſure. Trajan anſwered, be had nothing to do but to en- 
Joy it. I is too much jor a philoſopher to uſe, replied the other. 
Then make a wrong uſe of it, ſaid the prince. Alexander Severu: 
thought the ſame, 
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Let us avow then, ſaid the emperor, that luxury 
has its uſe; for it tends, by its wants and its ex- 
pences, to compound with the public for the very 
inequality complained of. In other words, luxury 
exhauſts its own riches, and bids them flow among 
the people.—I acknowledge 1t, replied Beliſarius, 
riches ſhould have as many vents as poilible through 
winch to diffuſe themſelves abroad. I do not mean 
to argue, that the man of affluence ſhould be 
obliged to hoard his riches, or that any rule of 
policy thould preſcribe the uſe to be made of them. 
The law, I have already ſaid, thould content itſelf 
with charging the public with the neceſſities of 
government: farther than this it ſhould not go; 
the reſt of every man's acquiſition ſhould be left 
unexciled, in ſuch a manner, that the ſtate ſhould 
draw its neceflary ſupplies from the ſuperfluity of 
its ſubjects. Opinion will do the reſt—Opimon ! 
ſaid the emperor.—Yes, opinion, rephed Beliſarius: 
that, and that only, without conſtraint and violence, 
will arrange all things in their proper order ; and 
it is thence alone that we are to expect a revo- 
lution in the manners. 


A revolution of this ſort appears difficult to you; 
but it depends entirely upon the will and the ex- 
ample of the ſovereign. Let him be equal and 
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impartial to merit; lat the mam of modeſt reſerçe 
and hmplicity of manners be fire of the beſt re- 
ception at court; let the prince proclaim bis con- 
tempt of oſtentatious expense and emileulaiing 
luxurics ; let him behold with an eye of did in 
the flaves of Tuxury ; let lum view with regards 
of cheertulnels and reſpect the men wio labour 
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the tone of ple manners, chnobled by witlom 
and frugality. Oſtentation will no longer be 
honourable, it will not even be decent. A be— 
coming auſterity. of liſe will take the place of li— 
centiouſneſs; every thing frivolous will give way 
to wildom ; perſonal merit will be the beſt letter 
of recommendation, and pomp and vanity will be 
left to the empty pleaſures of ſelf-applauſe. Oh, 
my friends! how rapid would be their fall! You 
know how docile and imitative the metropolis is ; 
how eaſy to be moulded to the example of the 
court! That which erows into eſteem is ſon in 
faſhion. The good old frugality once rettorcd, 
difintereftednels would follow, and bring in her 
train heroic manners. The man of ability to be 
uſeful, perceiving inordinats deſires no longer in 
vogue, and freed from debating wants of luxury, 
would ſoon find the ſentiments of konour taking 
root in his heart; the love of his country, and an 


R 2 


184 BELISARIUS. 


ardour for glory, would warm the breaſt of freedom, 
and emulation would kindle up its generons flame. 
Alas! did the fovereign know his afcendant over the 
minds of men, with what facility he can mould 
them to his will, he would enjoy it as his ſweet- 
eſt power, his beſt and moſt reſpectable prerogative 
and yet it is the only regal attribute of which he is 
entirely ignorant. 


By what influence, ſaid Juſtinian, ſhall the ſo- 
vereign be able to controul a taſte for amuſement, 
the love of pleaſure, and the Juſt of money? Of 
what conſequence 1s it to him, whole every ſenſe 
is intoxicated with volaptuouſneſs, whether the 
court approves or cenſures his conduct? Will the 
prince be able to reſtrain the man, whoſe power 
of wealth is great, from making his own ule of 
the induſtrious? Can he hinder him from being 
encompailed with delight ? from making the arts 
ſubſervient to his gratifications ?—No, replied Beli- 
ſarius: but if it be agreeable to the ſovereign, he 
can brand effeminacy with ſhame, and indolence 
with contempt : he can exclude diſhpation, vice, 
and incapacity, however wealthy, from the firſt 
oihces of the ſtate, It will depend upon him to 
make the true comforts of life, and every rational 
enjoyment, the ſure attendants of a good and re- 
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ſpectable character: he can give them to merit, 
and he can moreover take from luxury all its 
pride and oſtentation, till it feels itſelf the object 
of contempt. This will almoſt complete the work 
tor when luxury 1s thus reduced, honefty will no 
longer be depretled, nor will virtue {utter indignity. 
There will be other rewards, of which riches can 
never be the ſubſtitute. The eſtcem of the public, 
dignities, and honours, will be the price of merit. 
Gold will not be able to cover over ſhame and 
infamy, and the little ſpirit will flutter in vain in 
pomp and ſplendid ornament. Believe me, my 
good friends, take pride from luxury, and you 
diſarm it. All its refined ſenſations are affected; 
it ſubſiſts entirely upon the opinion mankind en— 
tertains of its gaiety and happineſs, Subdne that 
opinion, and you reduce riches to their true ſtandard, 
If they aſpire to honour and real value, they muſt 
be ennobled by the uſe made of them. It is im- 
pothible for luxury to be generous; avarice grows 
upon its wants; and that very avarice is com- 
pounded of all the pafſlions that are uſually hired 
for ceremony. But if the moſt ardent paſtions, 
ſuch as pride, ambition, and love itſelf, (for love 
always is in the train of pomp and vain glory) 
are no longer attached to magniticence and often- 
tation, you may then compute how the eſtimate 
R 
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of luxury is diminithed, and avarice loſes of its 
force. 


The real advantages of wealth, ſuch as conve- 
nience, accommodation, the delights of affluence, 
quiet independence, and that ſuperiority which 
fortune claims over thoſe who are retained in its 
lervice; all theſe are more than ſufficient to ſtrike 
a deep impreſſion upon little minds; inſomuch that 
Jam far from hoping or fearing the downfall of arts, 
which have luxury for their ſupport. 


Bat let diftinctions. and honours be once diſ- 
joined from wealth, and thence the ſouls which 
nature has endowed. with energy and fpirit, with 
exalted virtues and generous paſſions, will look 
down with diſdain upon the petty enjoyments of 
vanity, and will ſeek elſewhere the rewards of fame 
and honour. 


The glare of affluence, ſaid Tiberius, will never 
be eclipſed in an opulent and flouriſhing ſtate by 
the frugal ſyſtem of barren. and unprofitable ho- 
nours. The eyes of mankind are dazzled by the 
luſtre of wealth; and dignities, nay majeſty. itſelf, 
are obliged to borrow thence their moſt ſinking 
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I ſhould be glad to know, replied Beliſarius, of 
two eminent men, which, according to your ideas, 
gave the greateſt dignity, and even majeſty, to the 
Roman ſenate, the rich Lucullus or the indigent 
Cato ?—The queſtion quite overpowered Tiberius, 


IE allnde now, continued the hero, to an era of 


luxury; and yet in that very period, with what 
veneration did the ſound uncorrupted part of the 
commonwealth (I mean the people) recall to their 
minds the days of ancient fimplicity, when Rome 
was free, virtuous, and poor ; when the land of her 
ſcanty territory was tilled by the conqueror's 
hand, and the plough was crowned with triumphant 
laurel ? Let us do juſtice to the people, and reſt 
aſſured, that a wife ſovereign, incircled with 
warriors. and with patriots void of arrogance, but 
full of years and honours, will exhibit to his 
people a more reſpectable and honourable ſcene 
than a prince diſſolved in luxury and ſurrounded 
by a train of glittering vaſſals. It1s a maxim ever 
inculcated by perſons in high offices, that to ſtrike 
the public with ideas of dignity, their rank ought 
never to be adorned with pomp and magnificence. 
They are generally both. ſuperinduced ; but they 
reſemble a coat, whoſe amplitude ſerves to cover 
the defects of the body; and this furniſhes us with 
an additional reaſon why the whole wardrobe of 
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ontward ſhew and ſplendour, which thus diſguiſes 
men and confounds the judgment, thould be totally 
thrown aſide. When virtue diſplays itſelf to the 
pablic eye, like a wreſtle in the amphitheatre, her 
orm and vigour will be better diſtinguiſhed; and 
if Vice, Incapacity, and Meanneſs, ever preſume 
to enter the lifts, they will ſtand more confeſſed 
to view, and will the ſooner be covered with 
confufion. 


It is another advantage reſulting from ſimple 
manners in the eminent ſtations, that the burden 
of rewarding merit is made lighter to the public, 
and the ſtate makes a ſaving of expences, that 
would be rendered ruinous by the inſatiable rapa- 
city of ambition. A ſenſible diſtribution of ho- 
nours will diſpenſe with the neceſſity of magnificent 
preſents ; and frugality, even in the grant of ho- 
nours, will make the prince ſtill a better economitt 
for the public good. That is the great end we 
ſhould have in view. To reſtrain the rich from 
launching into a profuſion of expence is not the 
point; prodigality is a fare that ſoon confumes the 
materials it ſubſiſts upon. The prime object is to 
preſerve the mon, who, unprovided with every 
thing but their talents, their knowledge, and their 
virtues, may be inclined to conſecrate themſelves 


e 
0 
y 


BELISARIUS, 189 


to the ſervice of their country, from being tainted 
by the tweets of luxury, and corrupted by the Juſt 
of gold. The brighteſt diſtinctions, ſuch as are 
never profaned by ſordid miſapplications, ſhould 
be reſerved by perſons of their temper and genius, 
T can ſay of myſelf, that I ſerved my prince with 
all due zeal, and with conſiderable ſucceſs; and 
my own feelings inform me how vile a thing is 
gold when compared with the oaken branch and 
the laurel, thoſe ſweet remembrancers of the 
ſovereign's affection and eſteem. Moreover that 
eſteem, which is ſo grateful to the honeſt heart, 
eſpecially when ſeconded by the voice of public 
approbation, the prince will do well to reſerve for 
actions of real worth and utility, taking care, 
with a calm dignity of reſolution, never to proſ- 
titute them for undertakings vain in their nature, 
frivolous, or dangerous. 'That will be his true fru- 
gality. To maintain this properly, it will indeed 
demand a firm unſhaken conſtancy of mind; a 
ſpirit of juſtice, always on its guard againſt 
ſeduQtion or ſurpriſe ; a determination of the will 
that never fluctuates, but checks even a riſing 
hope th:t it will ſoften into compliance. This great 
and dignified character will be acquired, nay, it 
will be ſupported, if a real love of virtue animate 
the ſovereign's breaſt. In that caſe, his opinion 
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will be the opinion of the public, and his example 
will decide aud fix the national chaacter. 


Shall I fairly own, ſaid Tiberius, a difficulty that 
remuins with me? At the rate you have gone on, 
the court, from whence the royal favour, intrigue, 


and luxury, are diſçarded, will grow rather Lerions 


and gloomy ; and potiibly then a young Price 
Ol! J underſtand you; that the prince tay want 
amuſement is your fear; but, my dear friend, I 
have not ſaid that the taſk of governing is a mere 
paſtime. And yct, even amidft the ſolicitudes of 
royalty, there may be many hours of the ſwecteſt 
enjoyment. The miniſter, for inſtance, may report 
to him the progreſs of agriculture in places and 
provinces, which before were melancholy ſcenes 
of idleneſs, poverty, and diſtreſs: may he not then 
ſay to himſelf, An act of my will has now made 
millions happy? His ſages of juſtice may inform 
him, that by one of his laws the inheritance of 
an orphan has been wreſted from the griping hand 
of hard-hearted avarice: may he not ſay with 
exultation, Heaven be praiſed! I have been the 
protector of the poor, From the war-othce he 
will not receive conſolation of ſo pure and unmix- 
ed a nature. But when he 1s told with what zeal 
and generous ardour his faithful ſubjects ſhed their 
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blood in the cauſe of their ſovereign and their 
country, regret and pity will ſo compound them- 
ſelves in mixed ſenſations of love, tenderneſs, and 
gratitude, that the tears of humanity will delight 
him. In ſhort, the vows and prayers of his own 
illuſtrious era, and the bleiſings of future ages, 
which the conſcious ima ination will anticipate, 
all crowd together in his breaſt, and are the ſolid 
pleaſures of a ſovereign. And will not theſe ſut- 
fice ? Will there be ſtill a void left aching in his 
bolom ? Like the kings of Perſia, in ancient times, 
he may viſit the provinces of his empire, diftin- 
guſhing with his favours thoſe who promote in- 
duſtry and agriculture, plenty and population; 
while pride, inhumanity, and indolence, tor work- 
ing the the contrary miſchief, will be ture to 
meet the marks of bis diſpleaſure. At Byzan- 
tium, as well as at Rome, the public granaries 
have been viſited by the emperors; would it be 
a degrading condeſcenſion if they made a pro- 
greſs into the country, to know with certainty 
that under the lowly roof of the peaſant bread 
has not been wanting for his helpleſs children? 
Alas! how uninſtructed muſt that prince be, in 
regard to his duty and his intereſt, who ſuffers 
a vacuity in his time! We muſt not imagine that 
a prince, in his moments of tranquillity, when he 
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is detached from the cauſe and duties of his rank, 
is to remain a ſtranger to the ſweet ſenſations of 
domeſtic happineſs and ſocial pleaſure. He will 
have his ſelect friends; and, unbending himſelf 
with them, he will taſte the charms of rational 
delight, The man of virtue who wants little, 
and is therefore eafily contended, diſplays in his 
converſation that ſerenity of ſober joy, which 
ſprings from peace and inward harmony : that 
heart-felt eaſe, to which pride importuned by 
craving wants, and vice for ever ſuffering the cor- 
roſions of remorſe, are utter ſtrangers. An honeſt 
mind, it muſt be acknowledged, will find but little 
leiſure to relax it ſelf from the duties of an impor- 
tant office; but the moments of vacation will be 
delightful, Remorſe, ambition, and fear, are 
baniſhed from the hallowed hour. The court, 
where uprightneſs, trath, and virtue, may walk 
ſecure, withont fearing envy that lies in ambuſh, 
and without apprehending ſudden diſgrace from 
the whim of the prince, will not, perhaps, be the 
moſt brilliant court, but it will be the happieſt 
in the world.—It will not be crowded, ſaid the 
emperor.—And why not, reſumed Beliſarius ? The 
httle ambitions fry, that love to ſhine in eaſe and 
ſplendid vanity, will not flutter in the circle ; but 
to recompenſe that loſs, men of probity and of 
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uſeful talents will form a numerous party. I ſay 
numerous, my friend Tiberius, and I ſay in honour 
of human nature. When wictue is in faſhion, the 
ſeeds of it will be diſcloſed in every heart. Public 
eſtimation is a kind of ſun in the moral world, that 
warms, that animates, and calls forth the latent 
principles of truth and honour, When the ſoul is 
ſank in floth and languor, it is not the time to de- 
lineate its true character. It is to be ex pected that 
a young man, who has heard nothing from his 
father but the panegyric of money; whoſe imagi- 
nation has been dazzled with the luſtre of gold; 
who in cities and in villages has ſeen nothing 1a 
abje& and deſpiſed as labour and induſtry ; who 
has been taught by experience that pride can creep, 


that ambition will crouch, that law will bend, the 


road to honours be thrown open, and court favour 
diſpenſe its ſmiles at the beck and command of 
riches ; that they, and they only, can protect him 
from injuſtice, or exerciſe the ſevereſt tyranny ; 
that they adorn and embellith vice, ennoble mean- 
neſs, and ſuperſede talents, ability; and virtue ; 
is it to be expected, I ſay, that a young man, edu- 
cated in this train of thinking, ſhall be able to 
draw the line between good and evil, virtue and 
ſelf-intereſt ? Let a different doctrine prevail; let 
the ſovereign, that fountain of manners, ſet the 
8 
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fathion of the heart; let education and habits of 
virtue teach the value, the necellity of ſelf-appro- 
bation ; let them awaken the love of honeſt fame, 
and a dehre to win the applauſe of good men; let 
the ſoul expatiate abroad to gather the ſufirages 


of the-preſent age, and to foreſtall the praiſe of 


future times ; let fair renown be next to virtue the 
higheſt and-greateſt good ; let.zeal for the moral 
character make honour dearer than life, and ſhame 
more dreadful than even annihilation; let theſe 
principles be once «cſtabhthed, and it will ſoon be 
ſound how feeble is the influence of ſordid views 
and mean deſires. Oh, my good friends! where 
would now be the names of Decius, Regulus, and 
the Catos, had they not been ſouls of fire, inſpired 
by honour, and replete with virtue? To excite an 
emulation of their example, there muſt be an in- 
ttitution founded in wiſdom, and real encourage- 
ment, to make men run the bright career of glory. 
It were vain and idle to require of the fathers of 
families, that they ſhall train up their children in 
the paths of virtue, if that very virtue be left to 
languiſh under diſgrace, and bear the ſpurns of 
triumphant vice. To re-eſtabliſh order, and give the 
manners the ſtrength and beauty of ſyſtem, all that 
is good in life muſt be appropriated to virtue; evil 
ſhould be the portion of iniquity, and every ad- 
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vantage aſſigned to juſtice and to honour. © Let 
government proceed thus ſyſtematically, and it will 
readily ſtrike your oblervation how tlit manners 


will tecond the laws, and gain ftrength aud en- 


forceinent from the popular opinion. Ilopes an 
fears, rewards and puniſhments, dignities and dir 
grace, thoſe are the engines that policy fhauuld 
{et in motion on the fide of virtue 


by managing theſe properly, the worid ima be ga— 


verned at diſcretion. 


and civil hiberty 


But to keep more cloſely to the point: 


by proud 
and oſtentatious manners the grea 


t are rendered 
inſolent and avaricious; from ſimple manners - 


ſpring the oppoſite qualities of moderation, juſtice, 
and humanity: and thas the lea ding intereſts ot 
vite being liſted on the fide of virtue, men Win 
adopt the latter with the ſame ſpirit that attached 
them to the former. ah 


You have given us a plcaſing reverie, ſaid Juſti— 
nian, an agreeable and flattering 
from it, replied Beliſarius; to think of makigg⸗ 
intereſt and ſelf love the fprings of ku 

by no means a dream. 


dream Fur 


omi actions 
Call to mind by what. 
methods Was formed, in the infancy of the. ro- 
public, that glorious ſenatorial order, 
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in Which {o 
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many ardent virtues, ſuch heroic patriotitin, blazed 
forth upon the world. To what, think you, was 
it owing? It was becauſe there was nothing at 
Rome ſuperior to greatneſs of ſoul ; it was becauſe 


public veneration was attached to virtnous man- 
ners, and glory was the hero's ſure reward. Such, 
in all periods of the world, have been the great 
ſprings and movers of the human heart. 


I am not now to learn that invetcrate habits, and 
particularly the habits of deſpotic pride, give way 
unwillingly to the moſt powerful motives. But 
let it be obſerved, that for one ſon of profligacy 
and corruption, who would hold out with obſtinacy, 
in ſpite of ſhame, diſgrace, and infamy, there are 
a thouſand who would yield at once to the controul 
| of reaſon, ane, having glory for their incitement, 
would walk contentedly in the paths of honour and 
of virtue. Let me purſue the conſequences of this 
idea. I ſappoſe the men of virtue are placed at the 
helm of poverument. I will, in that cafe, auſwer 
with my lite for the prompt obedience, the fidelity, 

ad the public ſpirit of a people, who are no 
longer bent under the yoke of oppreilion, but, : 
uflteag of being haraſſed by little tyrants, fiud 5 
their lives, their property, and their liberty, ſecure 
under the protection of the laws. The Kate then 


an 
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begins to raile its head ; concord prevails throngh 
all claſies of the community ; the plan of Conttan- 
tine, built on a ſandy bottom, lays a deeper foun— 
dation; and from civil union I tce ſpring up emu- 
lation, fortitude, zcal tor the public good, aud with 
theſe that weight among the nations which made 
Rome the miſtreſs of the world. 

While Beliſarius thus diſcourſed, Juſtinian be 
held, in filent admiration, the enthufiaſtic arduy 
with which the good old man, forgetting the in- 
firmities of age, his miſeries, and his misfurtunes, 
triumphed in the idea of rendering his country 
flouriſlung and happy —lIt is gengrous, ſaid: the 
emperor, to feel fo warm a concern for anungrate: 
ful people. —My friends, replied the hero, I ſhould 
welcome and blefs, as the moit glorions of ny lite; 
the day on which I ſhould be thus accofte] : * Be- 
* Iifarius, we are going now to let your blood gufl. 
at every vein, but the price of it will be the ac- 
© complithment of all your wiſhes. 


His amiable daughter, Eudoxa, now came to 
inform him that his ſupper was ready. He went 
in, and ſet himſelf at table: Eudoxa, with a grace- 
ful air of modeſty and dignity, ſerved up to her 
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father a plate of pulſe, and ſeated herſelf by hin,— 
And is that your ſupper? ſaid the emperor.—lt is, 
replied Beliſarius; it was the fragal meal of Fabri 
cius, and Fabricrus was, at leaſt, my equal, 


Let us depart, ſaid Juſtiman to Tiberius; at a 
ſight like this I find myiclt covered with ſhame 
and contuſion, 


The court, in hopes of diflipating the cloud 
which they perceived hung over the emperor's 
mind, had prepared a ſcene of feſtivity. He did 
not condeſcend to honour it with his preſence. At 
table, the idea that occupied his thoughts was, the 
ſupper of the old general; and as he withdrew— 
Beliſarius is happier than I am, ſaid he to himſelf; 
for he lays him down on his pillow without remorſe 
to break his quiet. 


* 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Irrer but in his preſence, ſaid the gmperor next 
day to Tiberius, as they were on their way to vaſit 
the hero; the compoſure and ſerenity of his mind 
transfuſe themſelves into mine. But as ſoon as I 
leave him, the clouds which in his converſation were 
diſperſed, colle& themſelves again, and the former 
gloom returns upon me. Methought yeſterday I 
perceived, in his delineation of manners and prin- 
ciples, the portrait of human happineſs ; and now 
it is a canvaſs preſenting an aſſemblage of bold and 
random oolours, without arrangement or deſigu. 
While he ſpeaks, every thing appears eaſy, and now 
I am involved an a ſcene of difficulties. In the firſt 
place, overloaded as the empire is with immoderate 
expences, the hero's ſcheme for making the burden 
lighter to the poor! his plan for new-modelling, 
upon a better eſtabliſhment, an army well nigh 
annihilated by a war of twenty years! and then 
the multiphcity of taxes to be reduced to one ge- 
neral xapoſt, light and fimple He has ſeen the 
ſubject in all its points of view, ſaid Tiberius, and 
will, I dare ſay, remove your «ifliculties. Ac- 
6 | 
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quaint him with the reflections that have occurred 


to you. 


The converſation was accordingly opened with 
a ſtate of the emperor's reaſonings; and, after hear- 
ing them attentively—lT knew, ſaid Belifarius, that 
I ſhould ſtart in your mind a number of doubts ; 
but I flatter myſelf I ſhall be able to remove 


them all. 


The expences of the court, according to my 
plan, are now reduced. We have baniſhed lux- 
ury and favouritiſm. Let us now take a view of 
the metropolis; and pray tell me the reaſon why 
ſuch a ſwarm of inhabitants, lazy, indolent, and 
almoſt without number, thould be a burthen to the 
ſtate * The corn which is diſtributed among them 
would maintain twenty legions “. It was in order 
to people the city, and make it emulate Rome, that 
Conſtantine charged himſelf with this ruinous ex- 
pence. But by what title can an uſeleſs and in- 


#* 40,000 buſhels per day: the buſhel, medius, one foot ſquare, 
and four inches deep. 'The Roman foot was ten of our inches, 
The allowance of the ſcldier was five buſhels a month, or the ſixth 
of a buſhel per day: theteſore 49,000 buſhels, at fix men to a buſhe), 


would maintain 240,000 mens 
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active race pretend a right to be thus maintained 
at the public charge? The Romans, a people 
altogether of a military genius, might well claim 
to be nouriſhed, even in tune of proſound peace, 
by the fruits of their conqueſts; yet, in the very 
height of their ſplendour and their glory, a portion 
of land to cultivate was all they required; and 
that being allotted by the ſtate, it is well know n 
with what eagernets they iſſued forth to the labours 
of the field. But with us, what uſeful end is 
anſwered by that ever-craving multitude that be- 
ſieges the gates of the palace? Was it with iuch 
men that I expelled the Huns, thoſe ravagers of 
Thrace? The city thould retain only ſuch a num- 
ber of inhabitants as can find due employment to 
maintain themſelves by their induſtry; the rett 
ſhould be ſent forth to coloniſe in different parts 
of the empire. They would increaſe population, 
and ſubſiſt upon the fruits of their labour. Agri- 
culture is the ſeminary of ſoldiers: a good and 
ſerviceable militia will never be formed out of a 
lazy race, who are contented to loiter away their 
days in idle poverty. Let the laws, above all the 
taxes, be reduced to a plan of fimplicity; and 
the militia of the palace will be undone by inſigui- 
ficance, What an immenſe ſaving may be made 
by that circumitance anced not be wcutigned. 
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The moſt alarming expence of government is 
maintenance of the army. But even that expence 
will be reduced to the regular body of the legions; 
for the veterans, eſtabliſhed in colonies upon the 
frontiers of the empire, ſubſiſt by their own in- 
duſtry, and their immunities and exemptions from 
all civil offices ſtand in the nature of pay. The 
colonies, the maſter-ftroke of Conſtantine's genius 
and policy, are not as yet annihilated; to make 
revive in all the ſpirit of their original deſign de- 
pends vpon the will of the prince; for, in fact, the 
number of-gailant ſoldiers, who are now drooping 
into poverty and indolence, defire no better reward 
than to be ſent to cultivate and defend the lands 
they have acquired by conqueſt. The ſame may 
be aſſerted in regard to the troops which have been 
ſ:ttled upon the borders of rivers *. Thoſe places, 
now improved and cultivated, repay with abun- 
dance the induſtry of the Jabourer, 


Whole ſwarms of barbarians have been con- 
ſiantly crowding about our frontiers, in hopes of 
gaining a ſettlement'+ in our provinces ; and oc- 


* They were called ripenſess Alexander Severus firſt eſta- 
bliſhed them. | 


+ Thefe ſettlers were called Eæti, and their lands Lætic farms, 
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ca ſionally they have been admitted, without ſufli- 
cient precaution *; but the danger conſiſted in 
admitting too large a number. Let forcign ſet- 
ters, therefore, not be embodied together, but 
diſperſed into diſtant places, and let the waſte and 
uncultivated lands be allotted to them. Of theſe 
we have, alas! too many +; but a vigilant aud 
active government would ſoon naturalize the fo- 
reign intruders, and incorporate them with the 
reſt of the ſtate as uſeful citizens and well-ailected 
ſoldiers. 


The legions therefore are now the only remain- 
ing burthen to the ſtate; and the tribute which 
we draw from Egypt, from Africa, and Sicily, 
would well ſupport three times the number the 
government ever had in its ſervice :. It is not re- 
tpefting this article that parſunony is required 


As the Goths under the Emperor Valent. 


+ The lands of the Fiscus, or Treaſury, were immenſe. 
The puniſhment of moiſt offences was a ConFiscatTion &f 
property. 

* Sicily paid a tribute to the Romans of 7,2co,oco buſhels of 
corn; Egypt, .21,6060,co00; and Africa, 43,200,000 : at the 
tate of ſix men to a buſhel there was a daily maintenanee for 


3,200,C00 men. 
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concerning their maintenance *. The ftate may 
be at eaſe, but it cannot be too ftrenuous in its 
endeavours to fix them upon a good and regular 
eſtabliſhment. There was a time when admiſſion 
into the legions was an honour reſerved for the 
citizen of Rome f, and was warmly diſputed by 
the young men, who were eager candidates for it. 
The time is now no more, but it ſhould be renew- 
ed; and then, what may not be achieved by 
men who have both honour and bread ! 


Men are no longer the ſame, ſaid the emperor. 
—The nature of man is the ſame, replied Beliſa- 
rius; and nothing is changed but opinion, that 
ſorereign miſtreſs of the manners. In fact, we 
only want the fon] of one great man, his genius, 
and his example, to expand themſelves abroad, 
and fix the principles and the manners. From a 
million of inſtances that ſupport this propoſition, 
take a ſingle fact, which is, in my eſtimation, 
worthy of che old republic in its greateſt period, 


* The monthly pay of a ſoldier was 400 aſſes, value 25 ſilver 
genarii, equal to one aumuys aureus: The t was an ounce of 
eopper, the ſil ver denarius weighed one, and the aureus 140 
grains. l 

+ This honour was alſo eagerly diſputed by the youth of the 
provinces, who had the rights of the city, 
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nd evinces plainly, that in all ages th# virtue of 
mankind has diſplayed itfelf in proportion to the 
demand made for it by thofe who were ſufſiciently 
{killed iu the powers of human nature. 


Rome- was: taken by Totila. One of our brave 
officers, whote name was Paul, had fallicd out of 
the city at the head of a finall party, and en- 
trenched himſelf on the eminence, where he was 
ſurrounded by the enemy. Famine, it was not 
doubted, would ſoon reduce him to the neceſſity 
of ſurrendering; and, in fact, he was in want of 
every thing. In this exigence, he addreſſed him- 
ſelf to his ſoldiers :—© My friends, ſaid he, we maſt 
either periſh, or ſurvive in flavery. You, I. 
„ know, will not heſitate. about the choice; but 
it is not enough to perith, we mult periſh nobly. 
The coward may reſign himſelf to be conſumed 
by famine, he may linger in miſery, and wait, 
in a diſpirited condition, for the friendly hand of 
*death. But we who have been ſchooled, and edu- 


cated in the field of battle, we are not now to 


10 


0 


learn the proper uſe of our arms; we know how 

to carve for ourſelves an hononrable death. Yes, 

let us die, but not ingloftions and unrevengetd : 

let us die covered with the blood of car enemies, 

that our fall, intcad of railing the ſonile of de- 
＋ 
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* liberate malice, may give them cauſe to mourn 
* over the victory that undocs us. Can we with 


- 


to loiter a few years more in life, when we know 
that a very few muſt bring us to our graves ? 
« ]he limits of human life cannot be enlarged by 


- 
LY 


nature, but glory can extend them, and give a 


- 
- 


ſecond life.“ 


Ie finiſhed bis haranove : the ſoldiery declared 
their reſolution to follow lum. hey began their 
march; the intrepid countenance with which they 
edvanced ſoon denoted to the enemy a deſign to 
five battle with all the courage of the laſt deſpair. 
Without waiting, therefore, to receive the attack 
of this illuſtrious band, the Goths thought proper 
to compound, by an immediate grant of life and 
liberty. 


can count, my friends, upon at leaſt two mil- 
lions in the empire capable of the ſame magnani- 
wity, if another Paul were at the head of them. 
We can reckon alſo ſome chiefs of this illuſtrious 
claſs; our victories have pointed them out. While 
ſach reſources remain, let us not deſpair of the 
commonwealth. Are you ſtill to be told to what 
a degree of profperity, affluence, and population, 
the force of. the fiate may be increaſed ? Recal to 


en 


ha 
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mind the condition in ancient times, I will not ſay 
of Gaul, which we meauly abandoned *, but ut 
„pain, Greere, Italy, the republic of Carthage, and 
the various rcalins of Afia, from the banks of the 
Nile to the Euxine ſhore. Recollect that Romulus, 
who it the infancy of the ſtate had but one legion, 
was able at his death to bequeath to his ſuccetlor 
forty-ſeven thouſand men under arms. By that 
circuniſtance you will be inſtructed what may be 
done by the air ity, vigilance, and ſpirit of a ſingle 
man. The empire, it is ſaid, is undone How! 
ate Italy, Sicily, Spain, Libya, and Egypt, all ex- 
hauſted ? Are Buotia, Macedonia, and the plains of 
Afi, which made the riches of Darius and Alex- 
ander, are they grown barren and unproductive? 
Bit the numbers of mankind are thinned ! Oh, 
my friends, let ſocial happinels be re- eſtabliſhed 
in thoſe regions, and the progrets of population 
will be repaid : men will be found in plenty; and 
then I ſhould have courage to propoſe the vaſt 
plan which I have meditated, and which, perhaps, 
is the only way to render the empire more power- 


In order to deliver Rome and Italy from the Goths, the 


emperor ceded ty them the /aireft provinces of Gaul. 


+ The legion at that time conſiſted of 3000 ſout and 300 
harſe. 
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ful and more flouriſhing than ever, —And what 
can that plan be? ſaid the emperor,—1 will open 
at to you, replied Beliſarius. 


The operations of war, arcording to our way 
of conducting it, exceeded the ſtrength of our 
armies; we were quite exhauſted by laborious 
marches and fatigue of every kind. The diver- 
ſion of our arms gave the enemy an opportunity 
to alarm us with ſudden incurſions, which the 
line of veterans and of agrarian ſoldiers, poſted 
on our borders, was not {ufhcient to withſtand; 
and, in conſequence, before the regular legions 
could come up to their ſupport, devaſtation and 
terror without controul ſpread a general ravage “. 
In order, therefore, to oppele to this torrent a 
conſtant fence, I would new model the empire 
upon a plan of military policy, in ſuch tort, that 
every freeman ſhould be a ſoldier, but for the 
purpoſes only of internal defence. Upon this 


® 1n the time of Auguſtus, the frontier provinces: did not ex- 
cecd nine. The legions were citabliſhed at ſixed and regular poſts. 
But the number of provinces increahng afterwards, the legions 
became inadequate to their ſervice, Conſtantine withcrew chem 
to an interior tation, and the lines of veterans, to whom lands 
were allotted on the borders of the enemy, made but a feeble ſub- 


ſtitute in the room of more regular torces. 


* 
F 
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ſyſtem, every prefect would have under his com- 
mand a well- arranged army, of which the cohorts 
would be formed by the cities, and the legions 
by the provinces, with proper places appointed 
for their rendezvous, that they might ſo act in 
concert, as at the ſound of a trumpet to aſſemble 
immediately, and be embodied at the ſhorteit 
warning. 


From an army of this kind would reſult the 
further advantage, that every individual would 
glow with the love of his native ſoil ; that furl 
which he has helped to people, which his hands 
have cultivated, and which 1s endeared to him 
by the labour he has employed to make it flouriſh- 
ing and fruitful, With theſe incentives in their 
boſoms, you may imagine to yourſelf how ar- 
dent they would be in the juſt defence of their 


property *. 


In an empire of wide extent there is nothing 
ſo difficult as to diffuſe through the whole an 
idea of a common cauſe, a principle of civil union, 


Land- poſſeſſions inſpire their cultivators with courage to de- 
fend them. The fruit of the ſoil is the ſtake which the conqueror 
pre poſes to win. 
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and one general intereſt. Among people ſeparated 
by the fea we feldom obſerve any conſiderable 
degree of attachment to one another. The ſouth is 
wholly indifferent about the dangers that alarm 
the north. The Dalmatian and the Ilyrian march 
under our banners into Afia with the coldeft in- 
ſenfibility: to them it is a matter of no concern 
whether the Tigris flows under our laws or thoſe 


ww 


of the Perſian. By military diſcipline he is re— 
tained in the camp, and from the love of plunder 
he derives a degree of ſpirit; but cool teflection 
ſucccees ; by fatigne and labour he is relaxed; and 


in the firſt moment of diſcontent or terror he alan. 


dons a canſe which is not his own. - Upon 
my plan the very reverſe would be the cate: the 
name of country world not be an empty found 
to the ſoldier, bat the object of his affection, cver 
dear and preſent, and twined about his heart by 
all the tendereſt ties of nature. To enflame the 
ſoldier with ſpirit againſt the enemy, the proper 
harangue may be thus conceived z— Friends, 
« countrymen, and fellov-citizens ! behold the 
et lands which gave you nurture; lo, the foof 
« under which you drew your firſt breath! the 
tomb of your anceſtors, the cradle-of your in- 
e fants, and the bed of your wives, whom you 
« are now going to defcnd.”—And are not theſe 
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powerful and pathetic motives? They have madé 
more heroes than even love and ambition, Of 
their reſiſtleſs influence over minds trained up to 
ideas of war, and the rigorous duties of military dif- 
ciphne, you may catily form a judgment. 


For my part, I dwell wit! ;preſiible deliglit 
on the picture, which even dogination fond— 
ly draws. of a laborlous, ani ath. prelling with 


ardour in ul! our towns and vilti:es to the flandacd 


of their country; a ſpititedand active race, pbreſere- 
ed by labour irom the viges of indolenco, inured hy 
habit to the rixonrs ef manly exorcite, addicted to 
Le uſe ful arts of peace, end © ger to take the field 
upon the firſt alarm of danger. In a militia ſo con- 
ſtituted, the crinie of daſection would be a Critne 
againſt nature; and their churage and fidelity 
would be ſecured to their country Uy every Corel 
bond that holds focet y together. The ſtate would 
not the lefs on this account be provided with its 
regular legions, which would he a moving bul- 
wark, ready to be advanced whenever danger 


called. By theſe means a ſ it of emulation and 


a Warlike genius woild be ucd throughout 
the empire, and the rea. bravery might be 
a committion to terve 1n Mar and more 
honourable body of the - winch would be 


1 


—— 
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thus recrmted, without thute rafh levies of men 
which partiality, fraud, collufion, or negligence, 
inliſt into the army. We thould have a muſter of 
the people. How ſuperior would be the force of 
the empire to any former period of its ſtrength, 
even though we ſhou!d look back to the days of 
its moſt refulgent glory“! Would the enemy of 
the South or the North dare, in that cale, to invade 


us? Would they atiault a people, who with an 
undiſciplined army, vnprovided with the proper 
inſtruments of war, and almoſt without bread, 
have ſo often beat back their irruptions ? 


And who can anſwer, interrupted Juſtinian, that 
in a military ſtate like this the people will always 
be under the controul of government ? Who will | 


venture to enſure a due ſubordination ? —4t will 

| be enſured, replied Beliſarius, by their wan in- | 
tereſt, by the benignity of the laws, and the mo— { 

| deration, juſtice, and ſagacity of a wife admiuiſ— t 
tration. You will be fo good as to bear in \ 

your minds, that I made the huppineſs of the c 

people the very corner-ſtone of the edifice, —It is t 

* 

# Under Auguſtus 23 legions; under Tiberius 25; Adrian 5 

30; Galba 372,000 men, half Romans, and the other half aus- 4 


liariess 6 
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Very true, ſaid ſuſtinian; but the pe 1 1 prone 
to change, fond of innovation, mutant, reſt— 
leis, and ready to be inflamed by the Arſt factious 
leader that hopes to find his acconnt in civil com— 
motions —Y 01 ſee the people in one light only, 
replied Beli farius ; you judge of them in their pre- 
Ent condition, a ſtate of ſuftering like that in which 
they were plunged at Rome, when Rome had 
fallen into misfortunes. But of this you may 
be ſure, that men atways know ' their own wants, 
ard will underſtand their rights: let tlie prince 
ſucchur the ſormer, and protect the latter, and 
you may rely upon it that they will acknowledge 
all his patriot cares with gratitude. The fo- 
vereign's love wall be 'repard by the affections 
bf his people. If he proved juſt, benevdlent, 'and 
walce, econſfiding the offices of his adminiſtration 
to none bat nen Worthy of ſeconding the good 
intentions of a - patriot prince, the people on 
their part will be docile and ſubmuſſive, By 
what metamorphoſis, I ſhould be gled to know, 
can a few diſcontented ſpirits, a paltry hatd- 
fil of ſeditious malecontents, convert a people 
who have reaſon to be ſatisfied into a ſet bf 
perjured rebels? Such a revolt is ouly to be 
dreaded by him Who leaves his &uljects to grom 
under opprethon; the character of re:gning for 
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the good of his community will 1 be a 
bulwark againſt treatons and conſpiracies. Can 
it be imagined that, amidit the applauſes {rut 
up to the throne by a grateful people, rebel- 
lon will dare to erect its ſtandard ? Where i; 
it to ſeek accomplices? Will it go into fcenes 
of rural tranquillity, where peace, liberty, al 
plenty, fit ſanling on the land? Wil it tbulk 
in towns where induſtry works in cheertu'neC , 


and the fortunes of every citizen, his lite, his 
property, and his rights, are under the 1afe- 
guard of the laws? Will it cabal in families, 
where innocence, truth, honour, and the ſans— 
tity of marriage-vows, co-operate with all the 
tendereſt ties of nature, and endear the domeſtic 


| ſcene ? Can treaſon in ſuch places expect to 
. find atlociates? It will not expect it; for the 
f empire of juſtice is immovable, or nothing 5 
: ſublunary can have a laſting duration, I will { 
| allow you that, in making the ſubject power- {1 
[5 ful, in order to render him happy and con- . 
U tented, there is a ritk that require; a daring - 
| mind; but of that daring mind I ſhould be, a 
though my ruin were the conſequence : I ſhould 1 

ſpeak out and tell my people, I put arms into T, 

F your Lands, to ſerve and aid me if my go- ＋I 


dernmert be ul, and to all. uſurpation it I wl 
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ſhould be gülty of it. Tins yon will deem 
raſhneſs, but in my 1lea it is the height of 
prud-nce thus to put under due reſtraint both 
my own patiions and thoie of the people, there- 
by eſtabliſhing a ſuze barrier againſt the ill 
conſequences cf either. With my crown I ſhould, 
by theſe means, traut to my ſuccefſor an he- 
reditary necettity to govern according to law; 
and that neceſlity, thus rendered defcendible, 
would be the brighteſt momrneat of glory tliat 
ever monarch left behind him. I am aware, 
my friends, thit genuine virtue docs not act 
upon the principle of fear; but if virtue be 
intrenched by it, I ſhall think it a confider- 
able advantage; for what virtue is at all times 
ſure of walking upright? I know it is a maxim 
that a prince is above the laws; the very law 
itſelf aſſerts it, and perhaps willy; but my 
firſt care ſhould be at my accellion to forget 
that maxim, nor would I forgive the ſycophant 
who ſhould remind me of it. My friends, I 
now muſt take my leave. To change the face 
of things, and new model an empire, is a la- 


Lorions talk: let us repoſe onrſelves a little. 
To-morrow I ſhall be glad of your company. 
ihere ſtill remains behind another grievance 
which aflits my ſpirits; but I will reſerve it 
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tor another opportunity. At our next mecting. 
1 ſhall endeavour to intereſt Tiberius in re— | 
ward to the, matter I now only alluded to. ] 
| | C 
[ His xi-w; are, no doubt, great and extenſive, I 
fad the ©: ror, as he was on his way back, 
But 1f tz mes are prachcable, they muſt be 
( unde 7 iome,. prince in the vigour: of, 
youu, 40, 14542 ds the throne, with a mayly 
| fir tu 04 247144, 2 ſpirit of juſtice, of courage, 
at, 44 to theſe qualities, he will; 
| „ng regn, in order to bring 
124. © 1cyohation,—I am not able 


© decide, Id vers}; but, in, his plan -I 
thought, I perceived. tome things that require 
only, an effort of the will to, compals, them; 
and if the reſt muſt depend upon time, that; 
time, it is to be hoped, is not fo remote bat 
we may expect. to. ice 1t dawn; upon us ſhortly. 
My dear Tiberius, repizgd the emperor, you 
behold, difficulties wich the eye of youthful in- 
experienqe; your activity vaults over them ; but 
my infirmities. ſhrunk back diſmayed. Jo exe- 
cute. great, projects, alas! ſaid he, with a deep. 
ſigh, we myſt. begin, early. It is not the time 
tq. begin to, live, when all we need is to learn 
*@. dig; and yet I muſt fee the good old man 
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again. Hys converſation, it is true, afflicts me; 
but I had rather indulge a pleafing ſadneſs in 
his company, than ſuffer the inſulting gaiety 
of vain unthinking men, who throng about me 
in my palace. 


0 


* — 
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CH. AP. XV. 


Ar the accuſtomed hour, the next day, the em- 
peror and Tiberius found the hero in his garden, 
enjoying the departing rays of the weſtern ſun — 
It no longer lights me, ſaid Beliſarius, with a look 
expreſſive of inward happineſs, but it ſtill warms 
and comforts me. In that ſtupenduous orb I adore 
the bounty and magnificence of the great Creator. 
To hear this ſtrain of piety from a warrior, ſaid 
Juſtinian, delights and raviſhes me; it is the tri- 
umph of religion The triumph of religion, re- 
plied Beliſurius, is to adminiſter conſolation in the 
hour of adverſity, and to mingle in the cup of 
ſorrow the ſweets of calm delight and heavenly 
ſatisfaction. That religion affords this heart-felt 
joy who can give better teſtimony than myſelf ? 
Overwhelmed with years, deprived of fight, and 
deſtitute of friends, abandoned over to myſelf, 
and nothing preſent to my thoughts but the de- 
cline of frail mortality, affliction, and my ap- 
proaching grave, I have nothing left but to ſend 
up my meditation to Heaven: to deprive me of 
that were, perhaps, to drive me to deſpair. The 
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good man walks with God; a ſecret confeioutnels 
that he is acceptable to his Creator warms his 
heart; and trom that ſource he derives ſtrength 
and rapture even in the midſt of aftliction, When 
I was firit ſurrounded with misfortunes, deierted 
by all, and given up to my enemies, who were 
plotting my ruin, I have often ſaid to mylelt, Be 
of courage, Boliſarius; you are free from ſelf- 
reproach, and your God beholds you. My heart, 
where all was laid waſtc and deſolate with miſery, 


Pre and glowed within me at that reflection; 


felt it expand in my boſom with new life and 
Joy. I hold the ſame felt- conference ſtill; and when 
my daughter is with me, yielding to the ſtroke of 
afllicion, and bathing my face with tears — Can 
you be afraid, I atk her, that He who ſent us 
on this ſtage of life will ceaſe to prompt, to in- 
vigorate, and ſupport us? Your heart is endowed 
with ſenfibility, and truth and pureſt virtue reſide 
there; your father has not more to anſwer for 
than yourlelf; and can you imagine that the 
Fountain of all goodneſs will deſert that virtue 
which he loves? Oh, my daughter! come but 
the moment when He, that with his breath call- 
ed forth my toul into exiſtence, thall command 
it into his owa glorious preſence, and then 
we ſhall ſee whether wicked men will follow 

2 


| 
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thither to diſturb the ſtate of bliſs. My poor 
daughter Eudoxa liſtens with fixed attention to 
this conſoling language, and her tears fall as ſhe 
hears it; but they are tears that flow mingled 
with delight: and thus by degrees I lead her to 
conſider life as a little voyage, which we perform 
in a bark not accommodated to our withes, and 
therefore with joy we approach the port where 
all is peace, delight, and rapture. 


You have framed for yourſelf, ſaid the emperor, 
a very comfortable ſcheme of religion lt is true 


religion, replied Beliſarius. Would you have me 


contemplate the God whom I adore in the light of 
a ſallen and offended tyrant, who delights in ven- 
geance only? I know full well, that when he 1s 
repreſented to us by men of dark, of jealous, haugh- 
ty, and melancholy tempers, the image of a Deity 
takes a tincture from the imaginations it has 
paſſod through, and a benevolent God is made to 
appear a frettal, pathonate, and jraſcible being, 
tike the creatures that talk of him. They perhaps 
find their account in making their own vices the 
attribute of Heaven : but I endeavour to figure 
to myſelf the perfections which it is my duty to 
imitate. Do you think this an error? It is at leaſt 
au innocent one. From the hands of my Creator 
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I came forth weak and feeble ; he will be indul- 
gent therefore ; to him it 1s apparent that I have 
neither the madneſs nor the wickedaels to offend 
him : that infatuation of mind, that impotence 
of pride, is foreign to my heart, To my God I 
am more dutifully attached, more fervently de- 
voted, than ever I was to the emperor: and of 
this I am ſure, that the emperor, who is but a 
weak erring man, would never have done me harm, 
if, like my God, he could have read my heart. 


Alas! that God, ſaid Juſtinian, is, notwith- 
ſtanding what you have ſaid, a God of wrath); 
a terrible God !—Yes, to the guilty he is terrible, 
replied Beliſarius; but I am ſelf- acquitted in my 
own conſcience; it tells me I am good and vir- 
tuous; and in the ſame manner that the flagi- 
tious ſoul is incompatible with the eſſence of the 
divinity, I have the comfort to think that the ſoul 
of the juſt man is analogous to the fountain of all 
goodneſs.—But which of us is the juſt man? ſaid 


the emperor. —He that endeavours moſt to be ſo, 


replied Beliſarius: for goodnels conſiſts altogether 
in volition. 


That you delight in the contemplation of your 
Cod, ſaid Tiberius, is not ſurpriſing, ſince you be- 
U3 
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hold him in ſo amiable a light !—Atas! replied 
the old man, I know how much I am obliged to 
ſtrain my ſeeble powers in order to conceive ſuit- 
ably of the Divine Majeſty; and, after all the 
efforts of a limited capacity to forin into one com- 
plex 1dea all that is ſublime, and beautiful, and 
good, I am conſcious how inadequate the image 
is at laſt. But what can a man, who would ele- 
vate his thoughts to a notion of his Maker? If 
that all-wite and incomprehenſible Being delights 
in any thing, it is in the effuſion of benevolence 
to all his creatures: this reflection paints him to 
me in the mildeſt attitudes, and on that idea I 
therefore dwell, in order to form the moft endear- 
ing conception of him. 


But it wilt not be enough, ſaid the emperor, 
to define him a benevolent Being: you muſt 
call him juſt alſo —They are ſynonymous words, 
replied Beliſarius. To delight in goodneſs, and 
to have a deteſtation for evil; to reward the 
former, and to puniſh the latter, that is the 
true” character of goodneſs: that is my firſt, my 
unalterable principle. Has it never happened to 
you as it has to me, to attend the levee of Titus, 
of- Trajan, and Antoninus? That is one of the 
reveries in which my imagination loves to indulge. 


LY 
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fancy myſelf in that court, compoſed of the true 
friends of the crown: I ſee thoſe illuſtrious princes 
diſpenſe the fmiles of complacence all around the 
honeſt circle; I tee them communicate the beams 
of glory and of majeſty, mixed and blended with 
ſuch pleaſing delicacy and ſoftneſs, that every heart 
participates of the joy the ſovereign feels in dis- 
tuſing happineſs to others, If that be an auguſt 
ſcene, how much more glorious and refulgent will 
be the court of Him who is at laſt to receive my 
ſoul | It will be filled with the Tituſes, the Trajans, 
and the Antoninuſes, thoſe delights of mankind, 
It is in their company, and that of the virtuous 
of all ages and of all countries, that the poor blind 
Beliſarius will glow with pureſt fire before the throne 
of a good and equitable God.—And the wicked, 
ſaid Tiberius, how do you diſpoſe of them? They 
will not be there! 1 thall hope, continued he, to 
ſee in that blaze of glory the auguſt and wretched 
old man who took away my eyes ; for he bas done 
much good from the inclination of his heart; and 
if he ever did wrong, he was ſurpriſed into it. He 
will rejoice, believe, to ſee my loſt organs reſtored 
to me !—As thus the hero ſpoke, his whole coun- 
tenance was irradiated with joy, while the em- 
peror poured floods of tears, reclining upon the 
breaſt of 'T1berivs. oy 
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At length his tender ſenſations giving way to 
reflection Do you hope, 1aid the emperor, to find 
the pagan heroes in that paradiſe which has fo 
enraptured you“? Do you think they will be 
admitted My good neighbour, replied Beliſarius, 
you do not mean, I am ſure, to afflict me in my 
old age! I am poor and wretched, wi.hout any 
other comfort than that which ſprings up within 
me from the ſcenes of futurity which I have fan- 
cied to myſelf, If it be an error, pray indulge me 
in it: it cheers my heart, and God is not offended ; 
it enlarges my idca of his benevolence, and I love 
him more ardently for it. I cannot be induced to 
think, that between my ſoul and that of Ariſt:des, 
of Marcus Aurelius and of Cato, there is an eternal 
abyſs of ſeparation ; if I thought there were, I 
feel that my love for the great Author of our ex- 
iſtence would be dintiniſhed by it. 


Young man, faid the emperor to Tiberius, white 
you honour the enthuſtaſtic virtue of this hero, 
you mult not believe him an orthodox guide. Be- 


® It has been decided by the fathers, that God wilt work a 
miracle, rather than let him periſh everlaſtingly who has faithfully 
followed the laws of nature. But Juſtinian, it is well known, wa- 
a bigot, and of a perſecutiag ſpirit, 


BELISARICS: 225 


lifarius never pretended to be deeply verſed in the 
myſteries of faith —And who can be deeply 
verſed ? rephed the hero. Alas! who can pre- 
ſume to think lus eye has pervaded the great 
ſcheme of Providence! The all-wiſe Creator has 
given us two guides, which onght to operate in 
concert with each other; and thoſe guides are, 
the light of faith, and of natural reaſon. The 
truth of which we are convinced by intuition, 
faith will never contradict. Revelation is but a 
ſupplement to the light of nature: it is the ſame 
voice that ſpeaks to us from the throne of Heaven, 
and from the bottom of his heart. It is impoſſible 
that they ſhould be at variance; and if, on the one 
hand, the truth that ſtirs within me announces 
the juſt and good to be acceptable to his Creator, 
] thall never hear, on the other, that he is obnoxious. 
to the wrath of Heaven.—And who can be anſwer- 
able, ſaid the emperor, that this inward ſentiment 
is the revelation of nature ?—If it be not, replied 
Beliſarius, a juſt and benevolent God ſuffers me 
to be miſled, and all is loſt. It is the light of na- 
taral reaſon that tells me there is an all- governing 
mind, that commands me to worſhip him, aud 
promulgates his laws in my very ſoul. And 
will the wiſe Creator give me by thoſe means an 
1wward conviction, that may prove at Jaſt the 
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grofleſt error? Alas | whoever is my antagoniit 
in theſe points, I beg him to Jeive me {fill my 
conſcience, the light of intuition: it is wy 
guide and my beit ſupport. Without it I can 
no longer diſtinguiſh right from wrong, or good 
from evil: truth and falſe hood become indifcrimi- 
nate, and my duty loſes its ſonction. I do not 
eve: know that there are any duties to bind me : 
I am then blind indeed ; and they who took me 
from the light of the ſun, were by far leſs barba- 
rous than the man who would extinguith in me 
the internal li glit of reaſon. 


Let me alk you, ſaid Juſtinian, what do you 
perceive ſo clearly by this faint glimmering ray 
within the mind ?—I perceive, replied the hero, 
that the religion which intimates to me a juſt and 
benevolent God, is a true religion; and that what- 
ever is repugnant to that fine inward ſentiment, 
is not of that religion. Shall I avow my princi- 
ples? I am atached to that religion, becauſe it 
renders me better, and gives a dignity to my na- 
ture. IfT felt that it made me haughty, fierce, 
and hard of heart, I ſhould abjure it at once, and 
J ſhould ſay to my God, In the dilemma which 
obliges me to be either wicked or an unbehever, 
I chooſe the latter, and am fare it will leaſt ofteud 
1 
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you. But happily the religion I embrace is con- 
genial to my heart, Love God, and love his works 
can any thing be more ſunple, juſt, and natural ? 
To with good to him who does us evil; what a 
noble morality ! how gencrous and ſublime! In 
our misfortunes, to conſider all as a trial of virtue, 
how ſweet and comfortable the philoſophy ! Thus 
far I am content; and, while I potiets this moral 
ſyſtem, if mytterics are propoſed to me, I acknow- 
ledge them above my realon, and I ſabmit, with 
a ſincere compa ſſion for thoſe whole judgment 
wants the ſame rectitude and docility: at the ſame 
time I recommend them to the ſupreme goodneſs 
of the Father of all, and to the infinite mercy of 
that omniſcient Judge, who ſees the paths of error, 
aud can forgive it. 


In this way of proceeding, ſaid Juſtinian, you 
are going to deal out ſalvation to numbers with- 
out diſtinction And is it neceſſary, replied Beli- 
ſarius, that numbers thould be in a ſtate of re- 
probation ?—I feel with you, ſaid Juſünian, that 
it is more. comfortable to love God than to fear 
him ; but all nature atteſts his vengeance and the 
rigour of his decrees.—For my part, ſaid Beliſarius, 
I am perſuaded that he only puniſhes when the 
divine grace cannot de extended; that he is not 
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the origin of evil; that he has formed the beſt 
poſſible ſyſtem, and has diffuſed all the good that 
ſyſtem was capable of receiving *. That is my 
theology. Let 1t be propoſed throughout the 
world, and it will be found worthy of being 
embraced with zeal and veneration : the voice of 
nature will ſpeak aloud in favour of it. Should 
violence and cruelty arm it with ſword and fire; 
ſhould the rulers of the earth, Who profeſs this 
religion, with bigot rage bid the fiends of hell 
overrun the world, and in the name of God ex- 
cruciate thoſe whom they ought to pity and to 
love, they will eſtabliſh one or other of theſe 
two propoſitions : either that their religion is bar- 
barous like themſelves, or they give the lie to the 
doctrine of truth, 


You have raiſed, faid Juſtinian, a ſerious and 
important queſtion! To throw ſome light upon 
it, it will de proper to inquire whether a 
prince has a right to eftabliſh throughout his 
dominions an uniformity of faith, and one ge- 
neral mode of worſhip. Tf this right be inhe- 


® The opinion. of the Stoic ſchool, which. was adopted by Leib- 
nitz, and other Optimifts, is here afgribed to Beliſarius. 
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rent in the crown, how can it be exerted againit 
rebellious and ſtubborn diflenters but by force 
and puniſhment 2 


As I am making a profeſlion of ſaith, ſaid 
Belitarius, I will frankly own, that whatever 
concerns the good order of ſociety, and has an 
influence on the manners, is of necefity ſubject 
to the juriſdiftion of the ſovereign, not as the 
infallible judge cf truth and falichood, but as a 
magiſtrate whole province it is to compute the po— 
litical good or evil that retults from the actions 
of men: and this opinion of mine I found upon 
this principle, which ſhould be a firſt principle 
in every man's creed, namely, That God is the 
ſriend of order, and authorizes nothing that can 
difturb it.— Will then, ſaid the emperor, do you 
doubt that there is a clote and intimate relation 
between the eſtabliſhed faith and the manners ?— 
I acknowledge, replied Beliſarius, that there are 
many truths, by their nature interwoven with 
the manners; but take this with you, that there 
are intuitive truths planted by the hand of God 
in every breaſt, Which no man in his ſenſes 
will call in queſtion. Whereas the truth of myC- 
teries, which arc beyond the reach of the hn 
man underſtandiug, and therefore require a re- 

* 
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velation, has no connexion with the morals of 
mankind. For if we conſider a moment, we 
ſhall perccive that the all-wite Being has detached 
his myſteries from the great ſyſtem of ethics, 
for purpoſes the moſt important to ſociety, name- 
ly, that without waiting for a revelation man 
ſhould be led by the propenſity of his nature 
to a moral conduct. And if Providence has 
thought fit to make the welfare of ſociety, the 
political happineſs of mankind, the fate of em- 
pires, and the courſe of human contingencies, 
altogether independent of the ſublime truths of 
revelation, my queſtion is, why ſhould not the 
civil magiſtrate imitate the diſpenſations of the 
Supreme Being? The ſovereign ſhould inquire 
diſpaſſionately whether, by believing or not be- 
heving any particular ſpeculative point, mankind 
would in a moral ſenſe be better or worſe, and 
in a political view more valuable citizens, or 
more faithful ſubjects. This I will take upon me 
to ſay ſhould be the rule of ſovereign authority ; 
and, in conſequence of it, you ſee what a number 
of ingenious diſputes would be excluded from 


civil government, 


I obſerve, ſaid the emperor, that you leave no- 
thing to the ſuperintendence of the magiſtrate 
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but what eſſentially concerns the intereſts of ſo— 
cicty: and yet among all the important duties of 
ſovereiguty, the moſt ſacred otive turely confitts 
in being the vicegerent of Heaven, tor the pur- 
poles of enforcing the diſpenſations of the eternal 
will —Ah ! let them be vieegerents of almighty 
coodneſ(s, ſaid Beliſarius, and they will do well 
to leave the miniſtry of vengeance to the de— 
mons of hell. —That the darknels of ignorance 
ſhould be diſpelled, and that truth ſhould have 
its triumph throughout the world, muſt be al 
lowed, ſaid the emperor, to be 20-incident with 
the plan of Infinite Goodneſs.—Truth cannot fail 
to triumph, ſid Belifarins, but it muſt not be by 
the arm of fteth. Do you not perceive that, by 
patting the ſword of vengeance into the hind 
of Truth, you entruſt Error with it alto? The 
very policfhon of that ſword will be ever deemed 
a ſufficient authority to wield it without mercy ; 
and, let me add, perſecution will always be on 
the tide of the ſtrongeſt, and will there erect its ban- 
ners according to the prevalence of opinion, and, 
as that ſuggeſts, will glut itſelf with the blood of 
the unhappy victims. In this manner, we know, 
Anaſthaſius perſecuted that mode of taith which 
Juſtinian now protects. The deſcendants of men, 
who were formerly murdered by the pirit of iu— 
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tolerance, have now. reveried the ſcene, and im 
their turn commit a daily matfacre upon the 
ptterity of thoſe who not long ſince butchered 
141d for the ſervice of another religion. Be- 
bold thule two princes who thought to render 
themiclyes acceptable to God by piouſly murder- 
ing their fellow-creatures ! Suppoſing the princi— 
ple to be right, can either of them be ſure that 
the blood he ſpilt was that with which God defired 
to ſee his altars imbrued ? Error has an immenſity 
of ipace, and truth is like a mathematical point 
in the prodigious void. And who has hit that 
point? Each nan affumes that happineſs to him- 
felt; but upon what proof? If there be the cleareft 
cvidenee that he is right, can that evidence au- 
tLoriſe him to inſiſt, and to infiſt ſword in hand, 
that mankind ſhouid be convinced by it? Perſua- 
fion comes from Heaven, or it is the work of 
man. If from Hroaven, it will bring with it the 
credentials of its mitiion ; if it be of human origin, 
it can only claim the authority of reaſon over the 
faculties of the underſtandingz. Exch man is 
anſwerable for his own foul. It is his buſineſs, 
therefore, and his only, to determine the choice 
upon which the happinets or miſery of his future 
exittence depends, You would compel me to 
think as you do; and if you are nulitaken, you 
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ſce how dear it coſts me. As to yourlelf, the 
error might have ben innocent; will it be 10- 
nocent to work my ruin? Alas! why is man fo 
arrogant as to ſet np his own religions creed as 
a law to others? Millions, who had cntertained 
a rational ſyſtem of belief, have been ſeduced 
and impoſed upon. But let it be even ſuppoſed 
that the zealous religioniſt is infallible: is it my 
duty to attach infallibility to any human opinion? 
God, he will ſay. enlightens him; let him then 
charitably pray, that God will favour me in the 
ſame manner. But, after all, if this infallibility 
be aſſumed upon human evidence, what ſecurity 
has the zealot for himſelf or for me, whom he 
has forced into his ſect? The only point upon 
which all the theologiits agree is, that they 
do not comprehend the very myſterics they dare 
to pronounce upon with ſuch peremptory deci- 
ſion: and ſhall it be a crime in me to doubt 
where they do not underſtand ? Let pure and 
ſimple faith deſcend from Heaven, and it will 
be ſure of gaining proſelytes: but decrees and 
penal edicts will give two things only to the 
world, rebels and hypocrites, The brave will 
rebel, to vindicate the riglits of the free-born 
mind, and they will be martyred ; cowards will 
wear the maſk of diſſimulation; while the fana- 
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ties of every ſect will be ſo many tigers let looſe 
upon mankind. Caſt an eye upon Theodoric, 
that wite king of the Goths, whole reign (if we 
except tae latter end of it) was not inferior to 
the adinnuftration of our moſt virtnous princes. 
He was of the Arian pertuaſion ; but fo far from 
deſiring to plant his own faith by the deftrution 
ot mankind, that he pumſhed the occaſional con- 
formity of his favourites with death. “ How 
% can I think, he uted to fay, that you will not 
« betray me, ſince with a ſpirit of the baſeſt com- 
© plaiſance you betray him who was adored by 
The emperor Conſtantius 
thought the ſame, With him it was never a 


« your forctathers * 


crime in the ſubject to be ſteady in his religi- 
ous tenets; on the contrary, it was in his eyes a 
{ſin of the deepeſt die in any courtier to abjure 
lis faith for temporal motives, and betray his 
ſoul for the ſake of cdurt favour. Would to 
heaven that, like them, Juſtnian had never bent 
himſelf to enilave the privilege of thinking! But, 
alas! he ſuffered himſelf to be involved in con- 
troverſies which can never be ended, and which 
gave him more trouble than all his illuſt rious la- 
bours. For what were the conſequences? Se- 
ditions, revolt, and maſlacres. His own quict and 
that of the ſtate was undone, 


BELISARIUS. 235 

The tranquillity of the ſtate, ſaid the emperor, 
depends upon unity of tentiment.—The expreiion 
is equivocal, rephed Beliſarius, and the conſtant 
ſource of nuſtake. The minds of men are never 
in better harmony than when each individual 
is at liberty to think for himelf. Do you know 
whence it is that opinion is jealow, arbitrary, 
and intolerant ? It is owing to the fatal error of 
ſovere!gns, in thinking the ſpeculative opinions 
of mankind of high importance to the ſtate, 
and diſtinguiſlüng one dogmatical party with 
the moſt partial favours, m prejudice and total 
excluſion of all the reſt. No man is willing to 
be marked out for contempt, proſcribed, and 
{tripped of all his civil rights. Whenever a 
ſtate is divided into two factions, and one of them 
engroiles all the advantages of the community, 
the other, whatever be the caulc of diilenfion, 
will think. itſelf aggrieved, and the love of their 
country will give way to reſentment and ſour— 
naſs of ſpirit. The moſt frivolous object will 
become grave and important, as ſcon as it influ- 
ences the peace of ſociety. It is that influence, 
and not the thing itſelf, which inflames the 
temper of party. Let a controverſy be raiſed 
concerning the grains of ſand on the ſea-thiore ; 
to that controyerſy annex a degree of influence 
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upon the condition of the ſubject, and it will 
be managed with as much heat and animoſity 
as any other queſtion. Religious fury is, for 
the moſt part, compounded of envy, fierce deſire, 
ambition, pride, hatred, and fanatic vengeance, 
that tyrannizes with zeal, as if it were com- 
milſtioned by Heaven : and all theſe complicated 
paſſions are the gods of which ſovereigns arc 
made unplacable delegates. Were there nothing 
to be gained on earth by waging war for heaven; 
were zeal for truth to be deprived of a pious 
licence to murder all who differ about an hy- 
potheſis ; were religious enmity no longer al- 
lowed to nie upon the ruins of the man it 
hates; were it reſtrained from enriching itſelf 
with the ſpoils of the oppoſite ſet, and gain- 
ing undue honours and preferments; the ſpirits 
of mankind would ſoon be compoſed, and all 
the various parties would be left to dogmatile 
after their own fathion. 


And ſo the cauſe of God would be aban- 
doned, ſaid Juſtinian.— The cauſe of God, re- 
plied Beliſarius, wants no enthuſiaſts to ſupport it. 
Is it owing to polemical divinity that the ſan 
rites, and the ſtars glitter in the firmament ? 
Truth ſhines with 1ts own pure genuine luſtre, 
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and the underitandings of mer arc not enlicht- 
ened by burning the faggots of perſecution. The 
actions of mankind arc committed by IIcaven 
to the juriſdiction of {overcigns; but to judge 
of the inward ſentiment is a right reſerved 
for the great Searcher of hearts. That truth 
has not choſen princes. for its arbitrators will be 
perfectly plain, if we conlicer that not one of 


them is exempt trom error. 


If the liberty of thinking, ſaid the emperor, 
muſt not be limited, the liberty of acting will 
toon claim the lame immunity, 


There can be no danger of it, rephed Beliſarius: 
it is in that reſpect that man is under the imme— 
diate controul of the civil power; and wlüle 
that power confines itſelf within the limits of 
law and natural juſtice, it will have the leſs oe- 
caſion tor torc2 to maintain its own dignity and 
the good order of ſociety. The bahs of autho- 
rity is juſtice ; remove the latter, and the former 
falls to the ground. I want to know by what 
arts of illuſion is mortal man to deity bimtelf, and 
induce his fcllow-creatures to be duped by tlie 
monſtrous apotheoſis to ſuch a depth of infatu— 


ation, as to let him, ſword in hand, coinmand 
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mankind to believe what he believes, and think 
what he thinks? Aſk the commanders of the 
army, whether the logic of the ſword has ever 
convinced the world ? Bid them tell you what 
were the eitects of violence and rigour againt 
the Vandals ? I was in Sicily; Salomon arrived in 
the extremity of detpair : “ All is over in Africa, 
* faid he; the Vandals have revolted : Carthage 
13 taken, and they have committed the vileſt 
ravage; within the walls and round the country 
all is a delnge of blood; and this horrible 
confuſion is owing to certain polemical zealots, 
who do not underſtand themſelves, and of 
courſe never can be reconciled. If the em- 
peror will mix himſelf thus in abſtract ſophiſtry, 
and publiſh his edicts in ſupport of ſubtleties 
which he does not comprehend, let him put 
his irrefragable doctors at the head of his 
armies: for my part I reſign; they bave 
driven me beyond all patience.” Thus that 
brave man declared his ſentiments: between 
ourſelves he was in the right. There are 
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pathons cnough incident to human nature 
for the diſquiet of the world, without havy- 
ing the torch of difcord lighted up by fana- 
ticilin, 
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And who, inquired the emperor, ſhall quench 
the flames of diſcord ?--The nature of the human 
mind will quench the fame, returned Belifarius : 
for caſuiſts will grow tired at laſt of ſkirmiſhing 
about propoſitions men cannot underſtand, and 
cavilling about diſtinctions none have leiſure to 
attend to. At firſt, indeed, new-{angled opinions 
excited curioſity, and that curioſity encouraged 
the eagernels of diſputation. Take away from 
controverly all importance in the eyes of the 
world, and 1t will ſoon be out of fathion : men 
in that caſe will endeavour to diſtinguiſh them— 
ſelves by ſomething ditterent from an idle hypo- 
theſis. I compare theſe polemical bigots to a ſet 
of champions in the public games, who would 
embrace one another in perfect good humour if 
left to themſelves; but being gazed at by the 
multitude, they cut one another's throats, 


To avow the truth, ſaid Tiberins, his rea- 
ſonings have almoſt convinced me.— What tron- 
bles me, ſaid the emperor, is, that upon this 
ſyſtem the zeal of a prince can render no ſervice 
to religion. 


Heaven preſerve me, returned Beliſarius, from 
doing that miſchief, I leave him the ſureſt means 
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of reſerving the 1ntereſt of religion, by making 
the ſoundneſs of his faith appear from the pu- 
rity of his morals; and by holding forth the 
tenour of his government as an evidence, and 
indeed as a pledge, for the truth that governs his 
actions. By making men happy it is eaſy to 
make proſelytes. A good and upright king has 
a more powerful empire over the hearts of 
men thau all the pious friends of perſecution 
collected together. It is indeed eafier and more 
expeditious to cut men's throats than to per- 
ſuade them: but if bigot kings were to raiſe 
their voice to the Moſt High with this queſtion, 
What arms would you have us employ to make 
you adored upon earth? and if God would 
daign to make himſelf heard, the auſwer would 
be, DisPLayY YOUR VIRTUES. 

As ſoon as the emperor's ſp:r:ts, which had been 
much agitated by tlus inquiry, grew calm again 
in the filence of retreat, he recalled to mind the 
maxims and the counſels of the religious fectaries 
that ſurrounded him; their enthuſiatuc violence, 
their pride, and unrelenting animoſity, What a 
contraſt, ſaid he, has Bali ſarius exlubited! A man 
grown gray in battle, and yet breathing the fweet- 
nels of humanity, meekne(s, and benevolence 
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whereas the miniſters of the God of peace preach 
nothing but imperious arrogance and implacable 
rigour | The old hero is at once pious and juſt : 
he loves his God, and withes to ſee him adored 
by all; he only requires that the adoration of- 
tered up ſhould ſpring from ſentiment and free 
will. Alas! I have given way to a falte zeal, which, 
at the bottom, was no better than a rage to tyranu- 
n1ze over the human underſtanding. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


As the emperor and Tiberius went the next 
day to reviſit the hero, they encountered a dan- 
ger which they had not foreſeen; and the glory 
of delivering them was referved by Heaven as 
one triumph more to crown the fame of Be- 
Iſarius; 


The Bulgarians, who had been chaſed no far- 
ther than the foot of the mountains in Upper 
Thrace, no ſooner perceived their country free 
from their purſuers, than they ſpread them- 
ſelves again over the face of the land. One of 
their detached parties was prowling in queſt 
of prey near the retreat of Beliſarius, when a 
carriage appeared and promiſed a rich booty. 
They immediately hemmed it in; intercepted the 
two travellers, and made them priſoners. As they 
ſurrendered all they had without heſitating, the 
plunderers ſpared their lives, But for their li- 
berty a ranſom, not in their power to pay down, 
was expected, and therefore they were led along 


in captivity. 
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but one way of eſcaping out of their hands 
without being known occurred to the emperor. 
Conduct us, taid he, to the place wlither we 
were going : there we thall be able to procure the 
ranſom yon require. I will anſwer with my 
head that you have no ſurpriſe to apprehend ; 
and if break my word, or give you reaſon to 
repent confiding in me, I agree to forfeit my 


lite. 


The air of candour and majeſty with which 
theſe words were uttered made an iinpreſlion upon 
the Bulgarians — W hither would you have us lead 
you? inquured the Bulgarian chict,—About fix 
miles oft, anſwered the emperor, to the retreat 
of Beliſarius.— Of Bel:farius ! what! do you know 
that illuſtrious hero ?—Moſt atluredly I. do, ſail 
the emperor, and I dare count upon him as my 
friend. —Ii that be the caſe, r-plied the Bulgarian, 
you need be under no apprehenſion : we will ac- 
company you thither, 


Beliſarius, on the firſt notice of their arrival, 
imagined they came to carry him off a ſecond 
time; and his daughter, with tears, with ſhricks, 
and the utmoſt conſternation, claſping him in her 
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arms—My father, ſaid the, oh! my father! mutt 
we part agam ? 


In this inſtant word was brought that the 
court-yard was filled with an armed torce that 
ſtood in formidable ranks round a carriage. 
Beliſarius made his appearance: and the chief of 
the Bulgarians immediately accoſting hun—llluſ- 
trious hero, ſaid he, here are two men who 
claim an acquaintance with you, and call yon 
their friend — What are their names? ſaid Beli- 
farias.—I am Tiberms, 11d the young man; and 
my tather is made a pritoner with me — bh, yes, 

know them, exclaimed Beliſamus ; they are my 
nergl ours, and my good friends. But you that 
lea! them hither, by what right have you laid 
hands on them? Who and what are you ?—We 
are Bulgarians, ſaid the chief, and the right of 
war is our claim. But every thing gives way 
to the eſteem we have for you, We thould but ill 
ſerve a prince who honours you, if we failed in 
reſpe& to thole whom you acknowledge. Thou 
wonderful man! your friends are free, and to you 
they are indebted for their liberty. 


At theſe words the emperor and Tiberius made 
an effort to raiſe their arms aud embrace Bali- 
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ſarius: the hero felt the chains which reſtrained. 
them—And how, ſaid he, your hands bound in 
captivity! aud he unfettered them immediately. 


Aſtoniſhment, joy, ſurpriſe, and wonder together 
roſe and throbbed wildly in the boſom of Juſtinian. 
Oh, virtue! ſaid he to himſelf, powerful virtue 
what an irrefiſtible empire is thine ! A poor blind 
old man, ſurrounded with wretchedneſs, commands 
reſpect from kings! wreſts the ſword from the 
hands of barbarians, aud frees from chains the 
man who—— Gracious God! if the univerſe beheld 
the ſhame that covers me! Alas! it would be 
too mild a puniſhment. 


The Bulgarians were deſirous to return the 
booty they had ſeized—By no means, ſaid the 
emperor ; keep it all as a gift, and reſt aſſured 
that I ſhall allo. add the ranſom we had ſti- 
pulated, 


The Bulgarian chief, in taking leave of Beli- 
ſarius, alked if he had any commands for the 
king his maſter.—Te}l him it is my conſtant 
prayer to Heaven, | ſaid Belifarius, that ſo va- 
hant a prince may be the ally and the friend 
of my ſovereign. 
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Oh, Beliſarius! exclaimed Juſtinian, now re- 
covered from his confuſion and ſurpriſe ; Oh, 
Beliſarius! what an afcendant have you gained 
over the hearts of men! The very enemies of 
the empire eftecm and love you !—Do not won- 
der, ſnd the hero with a ſmile, at the intereſt I 
have with the Bulgarians. I am upon good terms 
with their king; and but a few days fince we 
ſupped together. Where was that, ſaid Tiberius? 
—]In the king's own tent, rephed the hero; I 
forgot to mention that adventure. As I was on 
my journey hither I was, like yon, made a pri- 
ſoner, and conducted to the Barbarian camp. 
Their king gave me a generons reception, en— 
tertained me handſomely, and lodged me for 
the night under his own pavilion: the next 
day I obtained from him a guard to convey me 
ſafe back to the place where I fell into the hands 
of a roving party.—How ! ſaid Juftinian, the 
king of Balgaria know you, and not detain you 
With him!—He was inclined to do it, returned 
the hero, but his deſigns and my principles did 
not correſpond with each other, He talked to 
me of taking my revenge. Who? I revenge my- 
ſelf? a mighty cauſe indeed, for involving a whole 
country in flames! I returned him thanks, as you 
may imagine, for the offer of his afliflance; and 
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now, you ſec, he has conceived an efteem for 
me ! 


Oh! what remorſe, what eternal bitter re- 
morſe for the foul of Juſtimian, ſaid Juſtinian 
himſelf, ſhould he ever know to what a cruet 
exceſs his ingratitude has been carried! Where 
ſhall he find a friend like you whom he has thus 
baſely injured? Alas! he is unworthy of any 
man's regard after this outrage, this horrible 
injuſtice! 


Jo not exaggerate the matter, returned Beli- 
ſarius; feſter not the wounds of an aged emperor, 
but rather reſpect his years and his misfortunes. 
He was ſurprited into that proceeding againſt me, 
and I will give you a little hiſtory of that buſineſs, 
There are three remarkable eras in the progreſs 
of my ruin. The firſt was my entry into Car- 
thage. Being maſter of Gilimer's palace, the uſe 
I made of his throne was to convert it into a tri- 
banal of juſtice. In fo doing, my intention was 
to give weight and dignity to the laws: my in- 
ward ſentiment was not legible to common eyes ; 
and when a man ſees himſelf on a throne, he will 
naturally enough have the appearance of trying 
how he likes it. That was an indiſer tion: but 
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it was not the only one I committed. A very 
whimſical kind of curivhity prompted me to dine 
at Gilimer's table, after the fathion of the Vandals, 
and I was ſerved, in the uſual manner of that 
court, by the othcers of the king. Tt was con- 
cluded that I had a mind to ſucceed to the vacant 
throne, and appearances gave tome colour to it. 
A report of this ſoon reached the imperial palace, 
In order to counterwork the effect of it; I defired 
to be recalied, and Jultinian recompenſed my 
fidelity by a magnificent triumph. Gilimer, with 
his wife and children, together with all the accu- 
mulated treaſure which for a teries of years the 
Vandals had raviſhed from the nations round 
them, adorned the ſplendid pomp. The emperor 
received me in the circus, and when from the 
throne, on which he was clevated amidſt the 
acclamations of a people almoſt without number, 
he . ſtretched forth his hand to his ſubject with 
that air of majeſty and ſwectneſs, my heart ex- 
ulted within me, and I ſaid to mylclf, This day's 
example will be productive of many heroes : 
Juſtinian knows the art of kindling emulation 
and enflaming. the mind to glory; the honour 
of ſerving him will now be a prize contended 
for. But, alas! the triumph which was to 
enſure proſperity to the prince, began already 
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to prepare for ine a reverſe of fortune! From 
that very moment Lavy flood with her bow 
bent aganſt me. 


A courſe of victory for five years together, it 
is true, made it neceſſary even for Envy to keep 
iome meaſure of decency ; but, provoked at laſt 
beyond all patience by the ſucceſs that attended 
me, ſhe dared to thew herſelf openly without any 
jenie of ſhame. 


The Goths were chaſed out of Italy, and had 
thrown themiclves into Ravenna: I laid ſiege to 
the place. It was their only refuge; and there 
pent up, it was impoſlible for them to cſcape. 
Envy whiſpered to the emperor that Ravenna 
was impregnable, that his army would all periſh 
before the town, in purſuit of my ſchemes of 
vain- glory; and in conſequence, when the Gotus 
were upon the point of ſurrendering, ambaſla- 
dors from Juſtinian arrived with proftered terms 
of peace. 1 ſaw that the emperor had been im- 
poled upon, and I thought it would be treachery 
on my part to loſe the opportunity of making 
Italy our own: I therefore declined to ratify the 
conditions of peace; the town capitulated, and 
I was accuſed of treaſon and revolt. The 
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charge had ſome foundation, as you perceive, 
for I had been guilty of diſobedience; and there 
was ſtill ſomething more in it. The enemy were 
diſaftected to the king, and made me a tender 
of their crown. A peremptory refuſal might 
imbitter their minds; I returned a flattering 
anſwer, and that ſeeming acquieſcence was 
deemed ſincere at court. I wes recalled, and 
the prompt obedience with which I laid down 
the command diſconcerted my enemies. To 
the emperor's feet I led that very Gothic king 
whoſe crown I was ſaid to be ambitions of. 
This time a triumph was not allowed me. I 
felt myfelf ſorely mortified on the occaſion. I 
do not mean to ſay that I was humbled in 
the fight of the people: far from it; my re- 
tinue had ſufficient pomp, and the acclamations of 
the public, who preſſed in crowds about me, 
would have ſatisfied a more aſpiring vanity 
than mine. But the cold reception I met with 
from the emperor more than hinted to me 
that he was not undeceived, and that a latent 
ſuſpicion was in ſecret ſtill at work againſt me. 
Unluckily the impreſſion made upon his mind 
was not a little aggravated by the enthufiattic 
admiration of the people, whoſe idol I had the 
misfortune to be. 
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And now, in a diſpathonate manner, put 
yourlelves in the place of the emperor; con- 
ider the prejudices that had been infuſed into 
his heart. Should not you have been piqued at 
the praiſe which reproached yourſelf? Do you 
think the ſuppoſed ambition of a ſabyject, ex- 
tolled to the very hies, would not have given 
you umbrage ? Should you not have icen with 
ſpleen and reſentment a whole people, wild 
with joy, and in the tranſport of their hearts 
taking revenge againſt yourſelf, even to a malice 
of enjoyment, by giving me a. popularity ſu- 
perior to the triumph that had been retuſed ? 
Could you have ſhut your ear to the whiſpers 
of a court commenting upon the inſult offered 
to majeſty, by the tumult of applauſe that fol- 
lowed Belifarius ? My good neighbour, the great- 
eſt prince is but mere man; they are all jea- 
lous of their power and their ſplendour; and 
if Juſtinian had not had vigour enough to ſub- 
due the little pafſions of his heart, and to pare 
don the merit which provoked him, it would 
have been by no means a matter of wonder, 
And yet the emperor did conquer his jea- 
louſies: he controlled the weaknetles of vanity 
and ſuſpicion, and once more confided to me 
the command of his armies and the defence of 
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the ſtate. But another incident occurred, which 


gave a bias to his judgment, and made me the 
object of his fixed averſion. 


I bad finiſhed my career; and Narſes, who 
ſucceeded me in Italy, alleviated all the pains 
of my own inactivity by the victories he ob- 
tained over the enemies of my country. In 
this fituation, I imagined I had nothing left 
but to cloſe the laſt ſcene of life in tranquil- 
lity; when of a ſudden the Huns made an 
irruption into "Thrace, and ravaged all the coun- 
try round. The emperor deigned to recollect 
that I was ſtill in being, and in my old days 
I. was charged with the command of an ex- 
pedition, by the event of which the empire 
was ſaved from rum. I covered my gray hairs 
and the furrows of: my forehead with an hel- 
met cruſted over with ten years reft. Fortune 
proved favourable, and I repulſed the Huns, 
who were advanced within a few miles of the 
capital. I laid an ambuſh for the enemy, and 
it ſucceeded, ſo well, that I was regarded by 
the people as a guardian god. 'The whole city 
at my return wes one wild uproar of joy and ex- 
ultation, to ſuch a degree, that I was mach alarm- 
ed at the fatal con ſequcnecs which 1 then fore- 
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ſaw: but how to appeaſe the violence of the 
populace ? The emperor was old, and age brings 
infirmities with it. The honours paid me by 
the multitude, and the exceſs of applauſe that 
run throughout the city, were underſtood by 
Juſtinian as marks of diſaffection, plainly in- 
dicating that his ſubjects were tired of his reign, 
and wiſhed to ſee him abdicate his throne in 
favour of the general who defended it. Miſ- 
| truſt and jealouſy took poſſeſſion of him; and, 
without alledging any thing againft me, he 
judged it right to remove ſo dangerons a man 
from his preſence. While I paſſed my time in 
obſcurity, a plot againſt the crown was diſ- 
covered; and the conſpirators, without detect- 
ing their principal, died in the agony of tor- 
ture. But the filence of thoſe unhappy men 
was interpreted by my enemies, and calumny 
furniſhed out a copious fupplement. I was or- 
dered into confinement ; diſcontent ſpread among 
all ranks -of men, till at length, touched with 
compaſſion for all my ſufferings, the people 
expreſſed their feelings without reſerve. Pity 
was ſoon inflamed to indignation, and by a 
general revolt the . emperor was compelled to 
give me up to the clamours of my country, In 
depriving me of my eyes, I am perſuaded, he 
Z 
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thought he was diſarming an enemy. That I 
was never diſaffected to him, Heaven can bear 
me witneſs : but Heaven, that .rcads the hearts 
of men, has not given that power to princes. 
You accuſe the emperor of ingratitude and 
injuſtice; but it was his misfortune and not 
his crime to believe appearances, which per- 
baps would have mifled your judgment in the 
ſame manucr. 


Yes, he is miſerable, the moſt miſerable of 
men, ſaid Juſtinian, throwing his arms about 
the hero, and claſping him in his embrace. 
What means this burſt of anguiſh? inquired 
Belifarius.—It is the agony of. a heart ready 
to break, ſaid Juſtinian: Oh, Belifarius ! that 
unjuſt maſter, that barbarous tyrant, who rent 
your eyes from their ſockets, and reduced you 
thus to miſery and want, in bitterneſs of ſorrow 
and repentance now embraces you, and throws 
bimſelf thus upon you with all the compunction 
of ſenſibility and love.—Thou my ſovereign ! 
exclaimed Beliſarins.—Yes, I am he! Oh, my 
| friend! my deliverer !.my protector! Yes, thou 
beſt of men, yes, I am that unhappy prinee, who 
has ſet the world an example of the baſeſt 
. cruelty. and ingratitude, Let me thus, proſtrate 
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at your. feet, be humbled to that depth of low- 
neſs which my gwlt de(erves, I here, forget 
my. crown, dithonoured as it is by the vileit 
crimes; I am unworthy to wear it longer, 
Nothing now befits me, but thus to bathe the 
duſt under your feet with my tears, and hide 


my opprobrious head thus overwhelmed with 
ſhame: and 1nfamy. | 


And will you. thus, ſaid the hero, ſupporting 
his maſter, who was almoſt ſuffocated with hyhs 
and tears; and. will you thus, faid Beliſarius, 
ftalting. the emperor in his arms, abandon your- 
{-1f to deſpair? Shall the ſenſe of a paſt grrog 
take away the power of atoning for it? Oh, 


my maſter! you are planging yourlelt in ſhame 


and dittraction, as if you were the firſt man 


deceived by appearances, and ſeduced by ca- 
lomny ! Though your error were even. a crime, 
vet why degrade yourſelf thus? Wherefore be 
hunbled to an abject wretch, a thing vile and 
abhorred? You are my ſovereign ſtill; reſume 
your ſtrength, nor let the recollection of an un- 
gnaarded moment rob you of a due reverence 
for yourtelf, and the true ſpirit of virtue. In 
this conſternation of rour heart. reflect upon all 
che good, you have done maukiud before that 
2 2 
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unhappy moment, and let the remembrance of 
that ſupport you. Belifarius is indeed blind; 
but twenty nations by you are delivered from 
the yoke of barbarians; the calamities of the 
empire are all repaired by your prineely bene- 
ficence ; and thirty years of glorious ſtruggle for 
the good of mankind have proved to the uni- 
verſe that Juſtinian was not a tyrant. Beliſarius is 
blind; but he forgives you: and if you defire 
to repair the injury you. have done him, the 
means are eafy and in your power. Grant me 
only one of the many prayers and vows I offer 
up for the peace of the world, and I am more 
than indemnified. | 

Come then, ſaid the emperor, ſnatching him 
again to his heart, come and teach me to expa- 
tiate my guilt! Come and exhibit it to my per- 
fidious court in all its ſtriking colours: and let 
your prefence, while it is a ling memorial 
of my crime, be a proof of my repentance alſo. 


In vain did the hero uſe every intreaty to be 
left in ſolitude: to appeaſe the anguiſh of the 
emperor's mind, he was obliged to comply with 
his requeſt, and promiſed to accompany him. 


Then Juſtinian, addrefling himſelf to Tiberius— 
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Oh! what a debt, what an nnſpeakable debt, 
do I now owe thee, my friend? What recom- 
penſe can equal the ſignal ſervices thou haſt 
done me ?—lt is true, my ſovereign, you are 
not rich enough, replied Tiberius, to recom- 
penſe me. Leave it to Beliſarius to make me 
retribution. Poor as he is, he is yet maſter of 
a treaſure which I prefer to all yours —My 
only treaſure is my daughter, ſaid Beliſarius, 


and I cannot diſpoſe of her better. At theſe 


words he called for Eudoxa. My daughter, 
ſaid he, fall on your knees to your ſovereign, 
and ſolicit his approbation of your nuptial union 
with the virtuous Tiberius —At the name and 
ſight of Juſtinian, the firſt emotion of nature 
in the heart of Beliſarius's daughter was mixed 
with dread and horror. A ſudden ſhriek burſt 
from her; ſhe ſtarted back, and turned aſide. 
Juſtinian advanced towards her—Condeſcend, 
Eudoxa, ſaid he, to liſten to me; deign to look 
upon me, and you will ſee me almoſt drowned 
in tears; in tears that guſh from the keeneſt 
anguiſh, and will never dry till I deſcend to 
the grave. Not this copious ſtream, not all 
the good I have done, can blot out the memory 
af my guilt: but Beliſarius has pardoned me; 
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and now Eudoxa, now prove yourſelf his daugh- 
ter by following his example 


To ſee the lovely Eudoxa given in nlarriage to» 
Tiberins was a degree of, conſolation - to the: 
emperor ;z and from that moment be felt his 
heart warmed with the OY pleaſures of 
innocence. 


A more unexpected revolution never diſcon- 
certed the intrigues of a court. The arrival of 
Beliſarius threw them into trouble and conſter- 
nation. Behold, ſaid Justinian to his courtiers, 
ſee. here again the hero; deholdt this upright 
man whom you made me condemn. Tremble, 
ye cowards! His innocence and his virtues are 
now mamfeit to me, ard yo lives are at 
bis diſpoſal. Palcneſe, grief, and ſhame, covered 
every viſagen Is Belitarius they thought they 
beheld anmnexoratde judge; i they. dreaded! him as 
a vindictive: and Acrrible god, The hero continued 
to ſupport tha fame :modett: reſerve that adorned 
him in diſgrace. Ife never deigued to recogwize 
any of his accuſers; and, hononred to his death 
with the emperoris confidence; h& nate it his 
ſtudy to obtain an aπÿwety for the paſt, and to 
intpire his maſter wth a vigilaat attention te 
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the preſent, and an awfal ſeverity to controul 
all fature crimes, But he did not live long 
enough for the good of mankind and the glory 
of his matter. 1he emperor, quite enteebled and 
diſpirited, contented bimſclt with thedding a few 
tears to his memory, and the counſels of Beh- 
ſarius died with lumleit. 
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